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Main Idea: We must do good to others because of God’s goodness to us.

Titus 3:1-15 ESV

1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every
good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect
courtesy toward all people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,
slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by
others and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, ° he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is
trustworthy, and | want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God
may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable
for people. ¢ But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the
law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a person who stirs up division, after
warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, ' knowing that such a
person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 2 When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you,
do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Do
your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. 4
And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent
need, and not be unfruitful. 15 All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love
us in the faith. Grace be with you all.

Wired for Transactions

Most of us are transactional by nature. We go to work, put in our time, and we expect to be
paid for that time. Which is good and right. We give our time to our employer, and in return
they give us money. That’s a fair transaction.

Transactions are everywhere. Work. Banks. Restaurants. Relationships. We’re wired for
transactions because that’s how we operate. We typically think of transactions in terms of
horizontal interactions with others. We give someone something and we want something in
return. We do something for someone, and we want them to do something for us.

An example of this would be grabbing dinner with friends and you buy. Do you expect them to
pay next time? Do you keep track of how many times you have paid and how many times
they have?

The gospel is about a transaction that has happened vertically between God and us, but it is
one that has horizontal ramifications. The beauty of the gospel is that it frees us from being
defined by our horizontal transactions. The horizontal transactions are still there, but we are
no longer held captive by them. We are now defined by who God is and what he has done for



us in the gospel transaction. In our text today, we will see how the gospel transaction affects
our horizontal transactions with others. So here’s the main idea of the sermon today: We
must do good to others because of God’s goodness to us.

A Recap of Titus

This is part 6 in this series on Paul’s letter to Titus. And this will conclude our series in Titus
and finish out the letter. Part 1 of this series was in November of 2020. Almost 2 years ago. |
had no idea when we started this series that by the time we finished, Pastor Daren would
have announced his retirement. How much more important is it for us to consider things like
the qualifications and importance of godly leaders and what makes a church healthy? Titus
seems to be incredibly applicable for our church in this current season. If you missed some of
those earlier parts in the series, you can find them all at gbclive.org.

Titus is all about people that are shaped by the gospel of Jesus. The main theme of Titus is
that God’s grace revealed in the gospel leads to godliness in the lives of his people.

- Part 1—God works through the gospel to shape his people for his mission (1:1-4)

- Part 2—Leaders in the church must be shaped by the gospel in all of life (1:5-9)

Part 3—Godly leaders who confront error are essential for the health of the church (1:10-16)
« Part 4—Sound doctrine shapes the life of a healthy church (2:1-10)

- Part 5—The gospel reveals grace that both rescues us AND empowers us! (2:11-15)

Which is really good news! Because we need the gospel not just for salvation, but also for
sanctification. And everything that we look at today comes on the heels of all that has been
said in the first 2 chapters of Titus. At the end of chapter 2, we saw that rescuing grace
empowers us to continually repent, intentionally obey, and expectantly wait. Those are the
rhythms and postures of the Christian life. Paul moves now into talking about how the
Christian life flows outward to others who don’t know Jesus. Hence, gospel-shaped mission.
Which brings us to chapter 3, and back to our main idea: We must do good to others
because of God’s goodness to us.

Much has been said in Titus about godliness. We’ve been saying that godliness is gospel-
fueled good works.

- Elders must be “lovers of good” (1:8)
- Titus must “show [himself] in all respects to be a model of good works” (2:7)
- Christ has redeemed a people “who are zealous for good works” (2:14)

And now 3 times here in chapter 3...
- “be ready for every good work,” (3:1)
- “those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.” (3:8)

- “let our people learn to devote themselves to good works” (3:14)

Godliness matters. Doing good matters. Good works matter. To be clear, we are not saved by
works. But saving faith works. So we must understand how our good works operate in
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relation to the gospel. And really Paul has spent the whole letter making those connections.
Chapter 3 just brings it all together.

So here are 3 ways that our good works relate to the gospel...

1. Our good works come into play only after we believe the gospel (v.3-8)
2. Our good works witness to those who don’t believe the gospel (v.1-2)
3. Our good works give evidence that we believe the gospel (v.9-11)

You will notice that we are going to take these out of order from how they appear in the text.
We’ll tackle v.3-8 and then circle back around to v.1-2. This is because v.3-8 provide the
grounds for v.1-2. What we are called to do in v.1-2 IS NOT POSSIBLE apart from the work of
God in v.3-8. The entire fuel for our good works hangs on the work of the Father, Son and
Spirit in planning, securing and applying our redemption.

Our Good Works Come Into Play Only After We Believe the Gospel

Titus 3:3 ESV
3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.

As is typically the case, we must understand how bad the bad news is before we understand
how good the good news is. Imagine you’re swimming in the ocean, doing just fine, and then
all of a sudden someone is dragging you back to shore, claiming that they are saving your life.
Your response would be “What in the world are you doing? | wasn’t drowning, | was
swimming.” But if you actually are drowning, then the rescue is desperately needed and
joyfully welcomed. Paul is reminding them that their own rescue was desperately needed.

You might be thinking, is it really that bad? It starts with foolishness and ends with hatred. In
between is disobedience, deception, enslavement to passions and pleasures, malice
(wickedness), and envy towards others. Not only being hated by others, but also hating one
another. This is the outflow of selfishness and pride. This is life characterized by ignorance
and active opposition to God. The bad news is bad. There are no good works here. They
weren’t just drowning. They were dead at the bottom of the sea. Not only are they dead, but
there is not one that even deserves saving in this scenario.

Friend, if you’re not a Christian, this is the scenario in which you find yourself. | don’t mean to
be offensive, but | do mean to be truthful with you. You are not just drowning. You are
spiritually dead. You might be thinking, I’'m not really that bad. Certainly not to the level
described here. The Bible is clear that unless you are perfect, you are not good enough for
God to save you. Have you ever lied about anything? Even just a little bit? Have you ever
talked about someone in a way that was unkind? You may not think you’re that bad, but I'm
guessing you don’t think you’re perfect either. Unless you are perfect, you are currently under
God’s wrath, destined for eternal punishment in hell apart from God. That’s bad news. But
there is good news!

Titus 3:4-7 ESV
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, ® he saved us, not



because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, ¢ whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.

This is a glorious passage that is loaded with theology that leads us to cry out in worship to
this God! It’s why we started off our service with a portion of this section for our call to
worship. It is mind-blowing! It’s mind-blowing because there is not a single one of us that
deserves to be saved. But...when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us! This reminds us of Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God has appeared...”
This is good news for all people!

Titus and the Christians in Crete needed to be reminded that they were saved “not because of
works done by [them] in righteousness” God didn’t save them because of anything they had
done. But rather it was “according to his own mercy.” In Titus 2:14 “[Christ] purif[ied] for
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” They needed
cleansing, but not just a surface washing.

Regeneration means re-birth. That’s why we say they were spiritually dead. The Bible uses
language like “born again” (John 3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23) and “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). The
means by which this happens is heart-level rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, who was
poured out richly on them through the work of Christ. This conjures up connections with the
new heart of Jeremiah 31 and the new spirit of Ezekiel 36.

Christians, let’s stop here for a minute and think about the reality of these massive truths for
us. The Trinitarian work in salvation here is beautiful! God our Savior’s mercy results in new
birth given by the Holy Spirit because of the work of Jesus Christ our Savior. The Father
planned it. The Son accomplished it. The Spirit applies it. Glory to sovereign grace!

God does all of this...v.7, so that being justified [declared righteous]—not by works of
righteousness, but according to his mercy—justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. Jesus died in our place, and took the punishment for our
sins, so that we would get all the blessings that come with being God’s Son. We are heirs. We
qualify for the eternal inheritance —eternal life with God —because of Jesus. Think of the best
inheritance you can imagine here on this earth. The sought-after piece of land, the best
house, the largest sum of money. No matter what it is, it pales in comparison to the inheritance
that is already yours in Christ!

If you’re not a Christian, we said the bad news was bad. But the good news is that God saves
you according to his mercy, not your works. He is not looking for you to clean yourself up or
be perfect. You cannot save yourself, but God is not expecting you to. He’s already got that
covered. The right response to this good news is to humbly repent of your sin. Turn from it—
agree with God that you have nothing to offer. Then trust in him alone to save you.

Titus 3:8 ESV

8 The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are
excellent and profitable for people.
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Titus is to insist on these things. To stress these things. What are these things? The glorious
realities of the gospel that he just laid out in v.4-7. We must stress the gospel, because it is
only the gospel that leads us to do good to others. It is precisely because God’s goodness
and loving kindness have shown up to save us, that we then treat others in that same way.
Because of the magnificent realities of the gospel, we must devote ourselves to good works.

Kids—1I want to speak to you for just a minute. Everyone else can listen in. When your parents
talk to you about obedience, that’s a good thing. When they ask you to do something or
confront you for not doing something, you should listen to them. Obeying your parents is one
of the main things you are called to do. But do you know that you can try to obey your
parents all the time and that doesn’t make you right with God? You’ll obey because you don’t
want to disappoint them, or you’re afraid of the consequences of disobedience, or you just
want to be seen as a good kid. But none of those things will save you. Obedience doesn’t
make you right with God. Only believing the gospel makes you right with God. And the gospel
turns obedience into good works done for the right reasons. Those who have believed in God
are careful to devote themselves to good works. But our good works come into play only
AFTER we have believed the gospel.

Our Good Works Witness to Those Who Don’t Believe the Gospel

We’ve already seen several places in Titus where Paul speaks of the Christian’s relationship to
outsiders. In the context of young women (2:5), in the context of bondservants (2:10), and
now we have it expanded out to include everyone in the church in relation to all people.

Titus 3:1-2 ESV

T Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every
good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect
courtesy toward all people.

Here Paul is reminding them of something that they already know. He is clearly referring to
their conduct with those outside the church, and ultimately with all people. And you already
see why it is necessary to understand the gospel as the ground of our good works before we
attempt to live out v.1-2. Because here we put some teeth on what these good works look
like.

One commentary! sums it up this way...

+ We submit obediently
+ We serve eagerly

« We speak gently

+ We show humility

Let’s take submitting to governing authorities. The Bible is clear about this in several places.
Romans 13:1 ESV

T et every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.



1 Peter 2:13-14 ESV

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, 4 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those
who do good.

Being submissive to government authority will increasingly be a challenge for us. It’s not
getting any easier. We are all experiencing the high costs of pretty much everything due to
inflation. | bought some heating oil the other day and...whew! It’s really easy to bad-mouth
the government along with everyone else. Do you know what is counter-cultural? Honoring
those in authority over us. Speaking respectfully about them. Praying for them.

Does this mean we must submit to the government no matter what? No, it does not. We
should not just roll over to whatever the government tells us. Acts 5:29 makes it clear that
God’s authority supersedes man’s authority, and we ought to obey God rather than man. Let’s
be sure that when we are not willing to subject ourselves to the government that it is because
they are demanding that we disobey God, not just because it’s something we don’t like.

Now let’s look at speaking gently and showing humility towards everyone. This is a tough one,
because | think there are lots of people that we would rather speak harshly to or about, and
we have trouble thinking of them before we think of ourselves. Let me give you 2 illustrations
of what | mean here...

The first illustration is how we speak about those we work with. How do we address our
coworkers? How do we speak about them when they are not around? Would our speech be
characterized as harsh or gentle towards them? | think many of us justify the way we speak
about our coworkers because we are convinced that we are justified in doing so based on our
prideful opinions of ourselves.

The second illustration is how we speak about those who are in the LGBTQ community.
Frankly, | don’t think most of us are speaking to folks in that community. If we are, | really
hope we are not speaking TO them the way | hear many of us speak ABOUT them. It’s really
easy to speak harshly about those we disagree with. But that doesn’t mean we should speak
evil of them and malign them with our words. Would our speech about those who embrace
homosexuality or transgenderism be considered gentle, considerate, or humble?

This doesn’t mean that we don’t call out sin or error. We are to consider things sinful that the
Bible calls sinful, and confront error that undermines the gospel and is inconsistent with the
Christian life. The Bible clearly speaks about homosexuality and transgenderism as contrary
to God’s good design for marriage and sex. Anything contrary to God’s design is sin. Yet we
can remain faithful to our biblical convictions and still speak gently to or about those who
embrace a sinful lifestyle.

To be clear...it is loving to confront sin. However, it is not loving to harshly and pridefully
confront sin. When we speak harshly and unlovingly about those in the LGBTQ community,
we miss the chance to unpack the beauty of how God’s design for marriage and sex unfolds
across the whole story of Scripture. Rather than commending the gospel, we harm our
witness.
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By submitting obediently, serving eagerly, speaking gently and showing humility towards
everyone, we commend the gospel to others. Firmly grounded in the gospel, our good works
witness to those who don’t believe the gospel.

Our Good Works Give Evidence That We Believe the Gospel

Paul has laid out what good works look like towards those who don’t believe the gospel. And
he has grounded those good works in the gospel itself. So we have a clear picture of what
should characterize Christians. These gospel-fueled good works are excellent and profitable
for all people. And they give evidence of belief in the gospel. In contrast, in v.9, Paul points
out the kinds of things that are unprofitable and worthless...

Titus 3:9 ESV
9 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for
they are unprofitable and worthless.

They are not to get caught up in foolish controversies, or speculation about who descended
from whom, or arguments about the law. Dissension means conflict and strife. We might be
quick to say that these things don’t apply to us, but what characterizes our conversations?
Do we tend to get worked up about things that are based on our personal preferences? Do
we create conflict by having loyalty to a certain church program or event, rather than loving
each other? These kinds of foolish controversies only serve to stir up tension within the
church. But then Paul goes a step further...

Titus 3:10-11 ESV

10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing
more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-
condemned.

Here we have a case where there is a person stirring up division. In the context of Titus, this
would seem to refer to someone who embraced false teaching that was contrary to what Paul
and Titus had been teaching. Paul was teaching that good works flowed from belief in the
gospel. But the absence of good works in the lives of the false teachers would be a lack of
evidence of belief in the gospel. Remember earlier in Titus...

Titus 1:16 ESV
6 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,
disobedient, unfit for any good work.

This person should be warned once, then twice, and then excluded from the fellowship of the
church. He is warped and sinful, and has abandoned the truth. In so doing he has condemned
himself. He has brought this on himself.

There is a corporate application here for us as a whole church, regarding church discipline. If
we are Christians, we must do good to all people. We must be characterized by good works.
They are the evidence that we believe the gospel that we say we believe. If someone is not
concerned with doing good to all people, they must be confronted. Matthew 18 lays out a
process by which sin in the church must be confronted. It is similar to the several warnings
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mentioned here, and the outcome is the same. In Matthew 18, the person who is confronted
and does not respond in repentance must be excommunicated—treated as Gentile and a tax
collector—as not part of the church anymore.

Excommunication sounds harsh. Why is this such a big deal? We must take sin seriously
because of its damning effects. Sin is a big deal because it is an offense against a holy God.
The absence of good works in the life of a professing Christian calls into question whether or
not they are actually a Christian. Unrepentant sin harms the witness of the church and
dishonors the name of Jesus.

We have a small firepit and we like to do campfires at our house in the summer. Roast up
some hot dogs and s’mores, and just enjoy the evening. We haven’t done one in the fall here,
but hopefully we have some time yet. Suppose | say to you today...we had a campfire last
night and it was great. You missed it. You should have been there. But then you come to my
house this afternoon and see no evidence of a campfire. No freshly burnt logs. No ashes.
Maybe the firepit isn’t even set up. You are going to determine, based on lack of evidence,
that we didn’t actually have a campfire last night. And you’d be right. If we had a campfire,
you would find evidence. If a person genuinely believes the gospel, you will find evidence.
Their life will be characterized by good works. Christians are concerned with doing good to
others because of God’s goodness to us. Our good works give evidence of our belief in the
gospel.

So | will conclude the same way that Paul concludes his letter to Titus

Titus 3:12-15 ESV

2 When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for |
have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and
Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. 4 And let our people learn to devote
themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful. 5 All who
are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.

God’s grace revealed in the gospel leads to godliness in the lives of his people. We must do
good to others because of God’s goodness to us.

1Platt, David, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida. Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus.
Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2013.
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