
Passing the Baton 
Peter & Paul 

Acts 15:1-21 (11/27/2022) 
 
Two men are chiefly responsible from a human perspective for the fact 
that we are gathered together today as a local gospel preaching church.  
Those men are the Apostle Peter and the Apostle Paul.  The book of Acts 
can practically be divided between them.  The first half is principally 
about Peter and the second half almost exclusively about Paul.  As you 
move into the book of Acts Peter is again the predominant disciple.  He 
preached the great sermon on the Day of Pentecost which began the 
church age.  The foundation of Christianity is historical. 
 
Peter and Paul’s first meeting, Galatians 1:15-19 
The word “see” means to interview.  It must have been an interesting 
meeting.  Peter knew Jesus personally.  Paul was not seeking some kind 
of official endorsement.  Paul received the truth of the gospel directly 
from Christ, Galatians 1:11-12.  They would have realized that they both 
were preaching the same Gospel, 1 Corinthians 15:1-3.  Salvation is by 
grace alone, through faith alone in Jesus alone.  Paul made a brief visit 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas to bring relief from the church in Antioch, 
Acts 11:29-30.  Peter and the church in Jerusalem begin to experience 
persecution under Herod, Acts 12:1-19.  Paul and Barnabas set out from 
Antioch, Acts 13 & 14, on their first missionary journey establishing 
churches in the Roman province of Galatia.  Acts 14:27, “Now when 
they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that 
God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles.” 
 Whenever the gospel goes out Satan follows along (1-2). 
Jewish legalists were upset by what they were hearing from Paul and 
Barnabas about Gentile converts.  Such opposition to the Gospel 
continues to this day.  What is the nature of salvation?  How is a person 
saved from their sins?  Aren’t men’s works an integral part of salvation?  
The purity of the gospel was and is at stake.  When one mixes works 
with faith it nullifies grace, Romans 4:4.  This is why Paul was so 
adamant about the true gospel, Galatians 1:8. 
 
The Jerusalem Counsel 
These Christians are rejoicing that the Gospel is for Gentiles as well as 
Jews (3).  Luke’s silence concerning Judea is noteworthy.  “The 
conversion of Gentiles” would cause no joy to many Jews.  Fourteen 
years after Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem he returned to defend the 
gospel.  It appears likely that this visit to Jerusalem and the council was 
the same as that in Galatians 2:1. 
 
 Paul wanted to be assured that the apostles were preaching the 

same gospel (4). 
It appears there was a private meeting at first with the leaders of the 
Jerusalem church.  Paul was concerned to see if the Jewish legalists had 
influenced the leaders of the Jerusalem church.  Galatians 2:2. 

 The emissaries of Satan can often be found among the 
true believers, Galatians 2:4-5. 

Paul describes these Jewish legalists as “false brethren.” There was 
another group of Jews who were Pharisees who were saved.  When 
Satan cannot keep a sinner from being saved, he will breed confusion 
particularly with new Christians (5).  Their view was that these Gentile 
Christians needed to adhere to Jewish laws after their salvation. 
 
 The content of the Gospel never changes (6-7). 
Peter declared that the apostles and elders were in full agreement with 
Paul about the substance of the Gospel.  God chose peter to first take 
the gospel to the Gentiles (8-9Paul was commissioned to be “an apostle 
to the Gentiles”, Romans 11:13. 
 
 This was a critical issue that would influence the 

preaching of the gospel for generations. 
There are obvious natural differences among people.  However 
spiritually there are no racial or other distinctions “in Christ,” Galatians 
3:28.  The Judiaziers influence was so strong that even Peter stopped 
eating with Gentiles when some Jews came to Antioch and was 
confronted by Paul, Galatians 2:11-13.  Even Barnabas was involved. 
 
 Adding to or subtracting from the content of the Gospel keeps 

people in bondage (10-11). 
Why would they want to impose a burden on the Gentiles that they 
could not bear themselves?  Paul addressed the Christians in Galatia 
who were being influenced by the Judiaziers, Galatians 3:2, How can 
anyone be sure of their salvation if it depends upon their works?  When 
have you done enough?  What about the fact that we continue to sin do 
we just work harder?  God confirmed the truth of the Gospel at first by 
miracles and wonders (12). 
 
 The salvation of Gentiles is an integral part of God’s plan of 

redemption (13-15). 
The word for church is ekklesia “a called-out assembly.”  Since 
Pentecost God has been calling out of the nations “a people for His 
name.”  At issue was the question must Gentiles become Jewish 
proselytes to become Christians.   
 
 Scripture must always be the final word in any conflict. 
James quoted Amos 9:11-12 showing that the salvation of Gentiles was 
not contrary to God’s plan for Israel, (16-17).  God will yet restore the 
kingdom to Israel which will become a source of blessing to all the 
nations.  Many of “the prophets” taught that when the kingdom comes 
Gentiles will share in it as Gentiles, Malachi 1:11.  They concluded that 
they should not require Gentiles to become Jews to be saved.  Peter’s 
name does not appear in the rest of the book of Acts and now Paul 
became the predominant Apostle.   
The Apostle Peter and the Apostle Paul gave their lives for 
their Savior, Jesus Christ. 


