
This is Christmas 
The Announcement to Mary 

Luke 1:26-42 (12/4/2022) 
 
We are beginning with Luke’s account of the angel Gabriel’s visit to 
Mary of Nazareth.  Luke wrote his Gospel around A.D. 60.  He was not 
an Apostle or an early follower of Jesus.  Luke was a companion of the 
Apostle Paul.  Luke was a Greek.  Luke is also the author of the book of 
Acts.  Between Acts and his Gospel, Luke wrote 52 chapters, about 1/3 
of the New Testament.  Luke’s two volumes are the most complete 
overview of early Christianity.  He begins with the birth of John the 
Baptist and ends in Acts with the Gospel going to the capital of the 
Roman Empire.  Paul called him “the beloved physician,” Colossians 
4:14, which indicate that Luke was an educated man. 
 
Luke 1:1-4 form the prologue to his Gospel, which is a classic Greek 
literary form.  These four verses are actually one sentence in the original 
language.  They are written in literary classical Greek while the rest of 
the Gospel is in common Greek.  The prologue reveals that Luke was a 
careful historian who based his Gospel on eyewitness accounts.   
 
The time, the messenger, the place, and the person (26-27) 
The time reference is “the sixth month” of the pregnancy of Elizabeth, 
the mother of John the Baptist.  This becomes an important point as we 
will see from the account.  The divine messenger is “the angel Gabriel.” 
He is the angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist, Luke 1:19.  
The last time Gabriel appears in the Old Testament is Daniel 9:21.  
Gabriel gave Daniel the Seventy-Weeks Prophecy, which includes the 
first coming of Messiah, His crucifixion, and the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Ø The place is the city of Nazareth in Galilee. 
The main road for traffic between Egypt and the interior of Asia passed 
by Nazareth and then northward to Damascus.  People from many 
nations would have walked its streets.  Nazareth also overlooks the 
Plain of Jezreel where the battle of Armageddon will be fought, 
Revelation 16:16 & 19:17.  Nazareth was also one of the Priest-centers in 
Israel.  The Priesthood was divided into 24 groups.  Priests of the same 
group would gather in certain towns to go together up to Jerusalem.  
Nazareth was one of those towns. 
 
Ø The person is a Jewish virgin named Mary. 
Mary is described twice as a parthenon which means virgin.  Luke, the 
physician, is emphasizing this fact.  This has massive implications.  
Mary is “betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph of the house of 
David.”  We would understand this in our culture as engaged.  The 
betrothal was a legal contract made between the parents.  To break it 
required a bill of divorcement.  The couple was called husband and wife, 
remaining apart, communicating only by a designated person called 
“the friend of the bridegroom” John 3:29.   

 
§ Gabriel gave Mary a comforting greeting (28). 
The ESV reads “And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!’”  The older manuscripts do not include the last 
phrase which may have been borrowed from Elizabeth’s greeting in 
verse 42.  Either way the words in the original do not mean “full of 
grace.”  That phrase comes from the Latin Vulgate translation 
promoting the belief that Mary is a dispenser of grace.  The only person 
described in the Bible as being “full of grace” is Mary’s Son, Jesus (John 
1:14).  Mary was favored because God chose her, not because of any 
special piety that merited this blessing (29-30).  God was about to 
bestow a grace upon Mary, which no one ever received before or since.   
 
The revelation 
Gabriel tells Mary that she will be the mother of the Messiah (31-33). 
His very name “Jesus” meaning “Jehovah saves” identifies His purpose 
for coming into the world, which is to save sinners.  Therefore, Jesus 
must be sinless.  Jesus will be both the Son of God and the Messiah of 
Israel.  God chose to bring His Son into the world through the nation of 
Israel.  The words “throne, house, and kingdom” come from God’s 
covenant promise to David, 2 Samuel 7:16. 
 
Ø Mary’s question was not one of unbelief but of inquiry (34-35). 
Mary knew of only one way for a virgin to become pregnant.  Gabriel 
reveals that Mary’s conception would not be the result of human 
procreation but of supernatural intervention. 
 
§ In this one verse, we have the trinity. 
The power of the trinity will accomplish this miracle within Mary’s 
womb.  The word “overshadow” carries the idea of the powerful 
presence of God.  This harkens back to the Creation in Genesis 1:2, “The 
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  
The word “hovering” means “brooding,” which reveals a divine agency 
preparing to bring order and beauty out of chaos. 
 
Ø The virgin conception of Jesus was miraculous-- never to be a 

repeated event in time and space. 
There is beautiful restraint in Gabriel’s explanation for a profound 
reality.  We live in a time where nothing is sacred; nothing is off limits.  
Such restraint is considered puritanical.  Our culture takes what is 
beautiful and sacred and profanes it.  Who (36-38) could Mary talk to 
about this that would understand?  Mary is the Jewish maiden that God 
chose to be the mother of Jesus’ human nature.  She is not the mother 
of God.  We honor Mary for her faith and obedience, but we do not 
worship her. 
 
The conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary began Jesus’ 
humiliation. 
 


