Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing
Message #2— Social Justice Deception
Colossians 2:1-10 (2/12/2023)

Rod Dreher Live not by Lies, “A utopian vision drives these
progressives, one that compels them to seek to rewrite history and
reinvent language to reflect their ideals of social justice.”

Their core beliefs are opposite the true Gospel. (Anthony Wood)
The characteristics of the Ideology of Social Justice

» There is no God.

Social Justice Ideology is steeped in the teaching of Marx who hated
God. Life is nothing but class warfare.

» There is no objective truth.
The intersection of a person’s lived experiences is used to determine
what is true. This is subjective truth.

» There is no original sin.
Racism is the only original sin which defines every white person.

» There is no personal identity.
People are defined by what ethnic group they are in. Every person is an
image bearer of God, Genesis 1:27. The idea of race is man made.

» There is no repentance.

Repentance has become penance for “whiteness.” We do not need
anything beyond the Bible to understand the Bible no matter the
subject, 2 Peter 1:3. We do not need to reference material outside the
Bible to understand the Bible.

» There is no Savior.

Without a Savior there is no salvation. This is a hopeless graceless cult.
Many pastors are substituting cultural engagement for gospel
proclamation. This ideology is satanic in origin, 1 Timothy 4:1.
Nowhere does scripture teach that we battle with demons or the devil.
James 4:7, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” We pull down
these false philosophies and ideologies by confronting them with
spiritual weapons, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

The first century church had to deal with dangerous
manmade philosophies.

Paul’s letter to the church at Colosse provides a biblical framework for
dealing with false teachings. A heresy denying the deity of Jesus had
crept into the church of Colosse. Paul desires them to have a deep
conviction concerning the truth of the Gospel of Christ (3).

» Paul acknowledged the captivating power of false philosophies (4).
The word “deceive” is literally “reason alongside.” The false teachers
were attempting to deceive the believers by false ideas. They were using
arguments “persuasive words” that at first seemed reasonable.

» Paul revealed the conquering power over false philosophies (6-7).
Paul was attacking the two forms of the Gnosticism of his day, denying
Jesus” humanity and His deity. His points here are for every Christian
throughout the Church Age. A counterfeit is uncovered by knowing the
real thing. The worldview that undergirds Critical Race Theory is in
direct conflict with the Word of God.

Paul revealed the sources of false philosophies (8).

The ESV translates it as “takes you captive.” Christians and churches
are always in danger of being deceived by manmade philosophies that
are “vain delusions.” The word “philosophy” means love of or pursuit of
wisdom. The church has always faced the danger of infiltration by
deceptive error.

» They are based on manmade traditions.

The word “tradition” means a “handing down.” Precepts originating
from men are handed down to each generation. The term “Wokeness”
means to be awake to the true condition of things while others are
asleep. Awake to systemic racism. It traces its roots ultimately to Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels the writers of the Communist Manifesto.
CRT has been developed over the years from traditions that are
separated from God. It has evolved into Cultural Marxism. Francis
Schaeffer, “man cannot begin with himself and arrive at ultimate
reality.”

» They are founded upon worldly principles.

The “basic principles” literally means “things in a row.” Paul is saying
that at their core these false philosophies are infantile and simplistic.
They may sound sophisticated and erudite but they are silly and
childish, 1 Corinthians 3:19. Milton Friedman, “A society that puts
equality—in the sense of equality of outcome—ahead of freedom will
end up with neither equality nor freedom.”

» They are Christless. “not according to Christ”

All manmade ideologies ultimately fail because they are based upon lies.
G.K. Chesterton, “The tragedy of disbelieving in God is not that a person
ends up believing in nothing alas it is much worse a person may end up
believing in anything.” A Christless philosophy will never lead to a
utopian vision of the world. It only leads to despair. We do not need to
consult the empty reasoning of men devoid of the Spirit. One
prominent Evangelical Pastor said that CRT can be a tool that we as
Christians can use. Paul says its Jesus not philosophy (9-10).

There are crucial questions we need to ask ourselves.

Do I have the assurance of my salvation? 2 Peter 1:10, “Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure.”
Am I “established in the faith?” Is my faith my own or is it a nominal
faith? Am I growing “in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ?” 2 Peter 3:18. Am I praying and asking the Lord
for wisdom and discernment? James 1:5.



