
Past / Present / Future 
Philippians 3:12-14  6/18/2025 

 
The end of this month will conclude 211 months and almost 18 years of 
ministry as your pastor.  Looking back the joys, the sorrows, and the 
blessings become blurred together.  Sally and I have been blessed to serve 
here for all of these years.  Paul’s counsel to the church of Phillip 
resonates with me.  This passage applies to individual Christians as well 
as to us as a congregation. 
 
We should maintain a perpetual attitude of humility. 
(12) “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected” 
was known as Judiaziers who taught that moral perfection was possible 
for a Christian by keeping the law.  Another heresy known as Gnosticism 
taught that one could reach a level of knowledge gaining perfection.  Paul 
was living proof that both were wrong. 
 
 We all need to retain a sanctified dissatisfaction. 
We must beware of an ill conceived contentedness.  Why do faithful 
Christians become apathetic?  At some point between the vibrancy and 
the stagnancy contentedness began to set in.   
 Contentedness leads to complacency which results in 

apathy.   
This can be true of both individual believers and congregations of 
believers.  Beware of settling for a maintenance ministry. 
 
 We must all beware of pragmatic perfectionism. 
Theologically I hope you understand that we are perfect in our standing 
before God, Romans 5:1-2.  We are however imperfect in our practice 
before God.  Spiritual growth never ends until death or rapture.  2 Peter 
3:18, “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.”  What I am warning us all about is the attitude that I’m 
committed enough, I’ve given enough, I’ve served enough, I’ve gone to 
church enough.  Apathy is pathological for a Christian and for a church.   
 
We must preserve a continual determination to press forward 
(12) “…but I press on, that I may lay hold of” 
The words “press on” means to pursue to chase.  It is the picture of an 
athlete straining every muscle to reach the goal, 1 Corinthians 9:24.  The 
words “lay hold of” means to grasp.  What is the goal that Paul is straining 
to grab?  (12) “that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.” 
 
 The goal is Christ likeness. 
Romans 8:29, “He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son.”  Galatians 4:19, “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again 
until Christ is formed in you” 
The pressing desire of the Christian’s life should be to become more like 
Jesus every day.  To love more like Jesus, to serve more like Jesus, to 
forgive more like Jesus, to give more like Jesus, to speak more like Jesus, 
to have the attitude of Jesus.   

The more individuals in a congregation become more like Jesus the more 
their church will become more like Jesus, Philippians 2:3-5. 
Our work is not done until Jesus returns.  In the meantime Jesus 
commands “Do business till I come”, Luke 19:13. 
 
 We must keep our focus forward 
Paul must have had a great interest in the sports of his day.  He often used 
athletic illustrations.  Here he uses the singular focus of the runner.  A 
runner needs focused concentration.  Distraction can draw him or her off 
course.  One cannot run successfully by looking around or looking behind, 
1 Corinthians 9:26. 
 
 Keep the past in proper perspective (13). 
Paul repeats the fact that he is not perfect that is why he keeps moving 
forward.  He will not allow his past failures or successes to distract him.  
Paul understood that positive change is rarely about returning to the way 
things used to be.   
 There is a time to celebrate the past but it is a short time. 
Also we need to leave the sins and failure of the past in the past.  Accept 
God’s forgiveness and move on past the past, Colossians 2:13.  Don’t allow 
yourself to become paralyzed by the past.  Churches have also fallen into 
this trap.  You can’t make progress while constantly looking in the rear 
view mirror. 
 
 Keep the future in proper perspective (13). 
Paul continues with the same athletic analogy.  The words “reaching 
forward” mean to stretch a muscle to its limit.  Expending maximum 
effort in the present is the idea.  I live in the present with my eyes upon 
eternity.  Colossians 3:2, “Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth.”  There is much to do in the present and eternity is rushing 
upon us.  On the other hand some people never do anything significant in 
the present because they are always preparing for the future.  Paul’s point 
is that the only thing that is eternal is men’s souls.  The church of Jesus 
Christ must constantly be on the advance.  We should be encouraged by 
the past and energized by the future.  God will bring His man to lead this 
church.  He will do it in His time.  Support and pray for your new pastor 
and his family as you have done for us.   
 
 Keep our eyes upon the goal (14). 
Paul repeats the picture of an athlete straining every muscle to reach the 
goal adding the word “toward”.  This word means “down”.  Paul is 
picturing the runner bearing down upon the goal to win the prize.  What 
does Paul mean by calling the prize “the upward call”?  One day we will be 
called out of this world to stand before Christ.  This will occur either by 
death or by translation.  Every believer has an appointment to stand 
before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:9-10.  Our individual 
focus and our congregational focus should be to hear “Well done good 
and faithful servant”, Matthew 25:21.   
The Preparation for that Day is to Become More like Jesus 
Today 


