Christian Labor
Philippians 2:12-18 NKJV - 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who
works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things
without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16
holding fast the word of life, so that | may rejoice in the day of Christ that
| have not run in vain or labored in vain. 17 Yes, and if | am being poured
out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, | am glad
and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad and
rejoice with me.

1. The Purpose of our labor

1 Samuel 16:7 NKJV - 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his
appearance or at his physical stature, because | have refused him. For the
LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."

Proverbs 21:2 NKJV - 2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But
the LORD weighs the hearts.

Colossians 3:23-24 NKJV - 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to
the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

2. The Power of our labor
a. The Word of God

1 Thessalonians 2:13 NKJV - 13 For this reason we also thank God without
ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 NIV - 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but
the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them
and in everyone it is the same God at work.

1. Appreciate
2. Appropriate

Psalm 119:11 NKJV - 11 Your word | have hidden in my heart, That | might
not sin against You.

3. Apply

Luke 1:37 ASV - 37 For no word from God shall be void of power.

2 Corinthians 1:20 NIV - 20 For no matter how many promises God has
made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken
by us to the glory of God.

a. Prayer

Ephesians 3:20-21 NKJV - 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

b. Suffering

Philippians 3:10 NKJV - 10 that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His
death,

1. The Promise of our labor

Philippians 1:6 NKJV - 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ



