
Personal Faith that’s Alive!!! 

 

James 2:14-26                                                                                     Pastor Lou 

 

Intro: Here is what the Encyclopedia Britannica says about faith ~ Faith, an 

inner attitude, conviction, or trust relating human beings to a Supreme God 

and ultimate salvation. In religious traditions stressing divine grace, it is the 

inner certainty or attitude of love granted by God himself. 

In Christian theology, faith is the divinely inspired human response to God’s 

historical revelation through Jesus Christ and, consequently, is of crucial 

significance. 

 

So we see that faith is of crucial significance but we also must realize that 

Faith is only as valid as the object you place it in. So be very careful in what 

you place your Faith in. 

 

Many people have placed their faith and trust in the wrong people or things 

and ended up getting slapped right in the Faith. 

 

Reality is that the hand of God is seen all over our world and universe. 

There never has been a time in history that people had to operate with blind 

faith in God. 

 

This all brings us to a very familiar yet perplexing verse. James 2:26 “For 

as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” 

 

The Big Question for today would be. Is you Faith Dead or Alive? 

The reality is that today that your faith right now is either Alive, on Life 

Support or dead.  

 

This morning we are going to look at Faith that is Alive!!! 

 

1. Personal Faith that is Alive is Legitimized by Compassion~ James2:14-18 

Our faith should produce a passion for the things Jesus is passionate about. It 

should produce a compassion for people like Jesus had. 

True faith is not talk without walk. 

 

Your faith is truly solidified and legitimized when you begin to have Great 

Compassion for others. Not only their needs but there very soul. 

 

Matt. 9:36 “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion 

for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no 

shepherd”.  
 

Jesus cared primarily about one thing “People” He cared enough to feed them, to 

instruct them, but most of all He cared enough to lay His life down at Calvary 

that they may have an opportunity to be Saved 

 

2. Personal Faith that is Alive is Realized by Obedience ~ James 2:19-24. 

James reminds us that even “demons” believe in God and shudder. This is the 

Greek word (phrisso), shake with fear. But they don’t OBEY!  

 Remember…. Mental assent to Faith without accompanying obedience is 

useless. Read Acts 9:6. 

Living Faith realizes God uses People everywhere, everyday. The verb here for 

“made perfect” in vs. 22 (Eleleiothe) means to carry to the end. 

 

Faith finds fulfillment in action…. So it was with Abraham and his 

willingness to lay Issac down for sacrifice and having the faith to believe God 

would not allow that to happen because the promised seed was to come through 

his son Issac. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 15:22-24 

 

3. Personal Faith that is Alive is Energized by Ministry ~ James 2:25-26 

Rahab had faith and hid Joshua’s spies. She had faith in the one true God and 

she did something. 

Rahab ~ she was a Gentile…Strike One. Harlot…Strike Two…. Had Faith in 

the one true God Jehovah…..HOME RUN!!! 

 

Gadarian Maniac ~ Read Luke 837-40 

 

What are you doing for the cause of Christ/. It doesn’t have to be huge. 

Send a card, Make a call, or Pay a visit to someone in need. Tell someone 

about the Love of Christ. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 ~ And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” Amen. 

 

Be Men and Women of Faith that is Alive. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 ~ But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conviction
https://www.britannica.com/topic/salvation-religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/grace-religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/theology
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus

