
Parenting in a Crazy, Upside-Down Culture 
Ephesians 6:1-4 

1-28-24 

Current Culture 

Genesis 1:27-28 NKJV - 27 So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then 
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

Ephesians 6:1-4 NKJV - 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first 
commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may 
live long on the earth." 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

Colossians 3:20 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is 
well pleasing to the Lord. 

Obey in the Lord 

Proverbs 13:1 NKJV - 1 A wise son heeds his father's instruction, but a 
scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 

. Acts 5:29 NKJV - 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: 
"We ought to obey God rather than men. 

Obedience is Right 

Galatians 3:13 NKJV - 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone 
who hangs on a tree")  

Obedience is a Command 

Proverbs 1:8 NKJV - 8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do 
not forsake the law of your mother.  

Obedience Brings Blessing 

Christian Fathers 

Do not Provoke Your Children 

Colossians 3:21 NKJV - 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest 
they become discouraged.  

Be Consistent.  

Nurture Your Children 

Ephesians 5:29 NKJV - 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 

Luke 2:52 NKJV - 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and men.  

Discipline Your Children 

James 1:19-20 NKJV - 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does 
not produce the righteousness of God. 

Proverbs 13:24 NKJV - 24 He who spares his rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him disciplines him promptly.  

Proverbs 22:15 NKJV - 15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; 
The rod of correction will drive it far from him. 

Should I Spank my children? 

Parenting Guide: 

Ephesians 4:25-32 NKJV - 25 Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each 
one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one 
another. 26 "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your 
wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, 
but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may 
have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed 
out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may 
impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, 
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all 
malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

Put off falsehood (verse 25). Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry (verse 26). Steal no longer (verse 28). Work, doing something 
useful (verse 28). Share with those in need (verse 28). Do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths (verse 29). Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage, and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice (verse 31). 

Christianity as a Lifestyle 

Kids learn by example much better than they learn from your words.  


