
Christian Character in a Crazy, Upside-Down Culture 
2 Peter 1:5-9  2-4-24 

Christian Character - The strength of moral fiber.  

Sin does not define who we are, Christ defines who we are!  

John 16:33 NKJV - 33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world."   

Romans 5:3-4 NKJV - 3 And not only that, but we also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

Faith - 7 Godly Qualities of Christian Character 

2 Peter 1:5-9 NKJV - 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, 
add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, 
to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are 
yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is 
shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins. 

Virtue 

Revelation 4:11 NKJV - 11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory 
and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they 
exist and were created."  

Knowledge 

2 Timothy 3:1-7 NKJV - 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous 
times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from 
such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, 
led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

Self-Control 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ESV - 24 Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 
25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I 
do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it 
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 
disqualified. 

Perseverance 

James 1:2-3 NKJV - 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

Godliness 

Psalm 63:1-4 NKJV - 1 A Psalm of David when he was in the wilderness 
of Judah. O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts 
for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is 
no water. 2 So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power 
and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips 
shall praise You. 4 Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my 
hands in Your name. 

Brotherly Kindness 

John 13:35 NKJV - 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another."  

Love 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NKJV - 4 Agape suffers long and is kind; Agape 
does not envy; Agape does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not 
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 
does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Agape never 
fails. 

Two Tests of Christian Character: Fruitfulness and Vision 
 

John 4:35 NKJV - 35 …I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the 
fields, for they are already white for harvest!  


