
Jesus: The Answer Key 
A Savior’s Guide to Trials 

Matthew 4:1-11 
 

It is always helpful to know the answer to a trial before you 
enter the trial. We need as many answers to as many trials as 
we can get. 
 
Main Sermon Idea: Jesus is the answer to the trial. 
 
Today, we are going to look at how Jesus is the answer to four 
trials. 
 
 Jesus is the answer to the trial of sustenance (4:1-4) 
This is the first of two trials in this passage where Satan 
prefaces his trial with “If.” Make no mistake, Satan fully knows 
who Jesus is and what He can do. 
 
This is also the first of three trials that we see in this passage, 
and every time we see Christ respond to Satan with Scripture. 
 
There are a couple of principles and takeaways that we can 
glean from Christ’s response in this first trial. One is that food is 
not so important that it is worth spiritually and morally 
compromising for. Another is that we cannot put our own will 
ahead of the will of the Father. Also, there is the concept of 
relying on the Lord for our needs and not ourselves. 
 
 Jesus is the answer to the trial of testing God (vs. 5-7) 
In introducing his second trial, Satan misuses a passage of 
Scripture, Psalm 91:11-12. At the end of the day, however, 
Satan is trying to use a book against its Author. Actually, 
considering that Jesus is the Word (1 Jn. 1:1), Satan is trying to 
use Jesus against Jesus. Suffice it to say, that is not going to 
work. 
 
Jesus responds to this misuse of Scripture with another passage 
of Scripture, and effectively shuts Satan down. 
 

 Jesus is the answer to the trial of idolatry (vs. 8-11) 
In this third trial, Satan tries to bribe Jesus in exchange for 
worship. To be clear, on the one hand Satan does have the 
authority to give these kingdoms to Jesus (see for example John 
12:31 where Satan is referred to as “the ruler of this world”), 
but on the other hand, the only reason he has that authority is 
because God permitted him that authority. 
 
Mankind has been given the order to never worship anyone 
other than God; and God, Himself, is certainly not going to 
worship anything. 
 
 Jesus is the answer to the trial of the wilderness (Ex. 16-

17, 32) 
After looking at Christ and His 40 days in the wilderness, we 
need to look at Israel and their 40 years in the wilderness. 
 
Israel faced the same trials of sustenance, testing God, and 
idolatry and failed all of them. Jesus is the answer key to all 
those trials, as we saw today. He answered and responded the 
way Israel should have. 
 
When we come to Old Testament passages that have New 
Testament connections, we should study them in these steps: 

1. Understand the OT text as the original audience 
understood it. 

2. Look to the NT text that informs our understanding of 
that OT text in light of Christ. 

3. Go back to that OT text and study it anew with the 
connecting information from the NT. 

 
On this topic of testament connected passages, do not just jump 
to the New Testament. Give both passages the proper 
consideration. 
 
Though there are many connections between the Old and New 
Testament, especially concerning Jesus; we must take care that 
we are discovering connections, not creating them. 
 


