Faith Foundations
The Trinity

% The Need for Correct Understanding

A correct understanding of God is something that we cannot
afford to take lightly, whether it’s a distortion that we witness
from others or a distortion that we ourselves have, perhaps
unknowingly, created.

“The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about
God that are unworthy of Him...Wrong ideas about God are not
only the fountain from which the polluted waters of idolatry
flow; they are themselves idolatrous. The idolator simply
imagines things about God and acts as if they were true” (A.W.
Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 14).

% The Truth of the Christian God (Ps. 100:3; John 14:6)
Going back to Tozer, the moment we characterize or ascribe to
God something that He is not; He, at that point, ceases to be the
true God.

% The Trinity (Dt. 6:4; Mt. 3:16-17, 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:13)
The God of the Bible has eternally existed as one God in three
Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Though all Persons of the Trinity are equally God, there is a
hierarchy of submission within the Trinity. An earthly example
that we have of this concept is marriage. A wife is submissive to
her husband, but she is in no way inferior to her husband.

Though the word ‘Trinity’ does not appear in Scripture, this in
no way calls into question its validity. The concept of the
Trinity is evident in Scripture. Furthermore, there are other
theological concepts that we affirm where its given name is not
found in Scripture. Ex: rapture, dispensations.

% The Persons of the Trinity
God the Father
¢ God the Father is at the top of the Trinity hierarchy

e Heis the Person most active, or at least referenced, in
the Old Testament

e He s currently seated on the throne of heaven (Ps. 11:4)
God the Son

e Active at Creation (Jn. 1:1-4)

e The Incarnation (Lk. 2:11)

e Submissive to the Father (Lk. 22:39-42)

e Is currently sitting at the right hand of the Father (Hb.

8:1)
e Will one day establish His Millennial Kingdom on earth
(Rev. 20)
God the Holy Spirit

e The Holy Spirit is not a what; He is a Who
e Heisnota ghost
e The Holy Spirit submits to the Father and the Son (Jn.
14:26, 16:5-7)
e He was present at Creation (Ge. 1:2)
e Inthe Old Testament, He would come upon individuals
for a period (Ex: Samson, David, and Saul)
e Heresurrected Jesus, the 2nd Person (Ro. 8:11)
e The Spirit was the means by which the earthly writers of
the Bible wrote the Bible (2 Pet. 1:19-21)
e He convicts believers about what to do and not to do
e He helps believers pray what they do not know to pray
for (Ro. 8:26)
e The Spirit gives every believer at least one spiritual gift
(1 Co. 12:4-7)
e He illuminates believers to understand the fixed
meaning and interpretation of Scripture
% Salvation
Each Person of the Trinity is involved in the salvation
‘equation.’

When man sinned, he incurred wrath and condemnation from
the Father. The Father sent the Son to be the payment for man’s
sin. An individual obtains this payment when they place their
faith in the Son as a result of conviction they receive from the
Holy Spirit.



