Sharing the Gospel .... It’s Not an Option!

Romans 1:14-17 12-1-2024
Open ~ God has given each and every one of us the awesome privilege and responsibility
of sharing the Gospel (Good News) of Jesus Christ to those around us. Are you? If not,
why not?

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NKJV) ?° Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.

God has chosen to make every believer important. To carry the gospel to a lost and
dying world. To be a light to the world and salt to the earth.

I can’t imagine what it would feel like to be a Firefighter, Police Officer or EMT and
be able to help rescue something or someone from the grips of death.

Matthew 28:18-20 ~ And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 1” Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

We are incapable of making disciples of non-believers ~ Jesus is speaking from the
assumption that the Gospel is being shared and people are trusting in Him to be their
personal Savior.

Mark 16:15-16 ~ And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. '® He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

Why is this so important? What is the Big Deal? (Read: Luke 16:19-31)

It is Important because ~ There is a Heaven and there is a Hell and they both last for
eternity.

It is amazing that in spite of all the biblical teaching on Heaven and Hell and the
numerous times Jesus Himself spoke of it that so many 21% century Christians are
still very apathetic about sharing the Gospel of Jesus to their friends and family.

Jesus last words before ascending to Heaven ~ Acts 1:8-9 ~ But you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” ®* Now when He had
spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out
of their sight.

1. The Indwelling Spirit should produce a Burden for Souls ~
Romans 1:14 ~ I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to
unwise.

Paul said I am a Debtor to both Greeks and barbarians. If you are breathing, I owe it
to you to tell you the Gospel of Jesus.

From, Onesimus a slave to Philemon in Colossae to King Agrippa II of the Herod line.

Acts 26:26-29 ~ King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe.”
28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.” 2 And
Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might
become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains”

How sad ......... Almost but Lost

Denyer: Peter before the Holy Spirit indwelled him ~ Matt 26:69-75

Town Crier: Peter after indwelling of Holy Spirit ~ Acts 2:38-41 ~ Then Peter said to
them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. * For the
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our
God will call.” * And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be
saved from this perverse generation.” 4! Then those who gladly received his word were
baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

2. The Indwelling spirit should Produce Boldness ~
Romans 1:15 ~ So, as much as is in me, / am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in
Rome also.

Look at when Paul preached:

A. Paul preached at Jerusalem (religious center of the world) — He was Mobbed.......
Acts 21:28-31

B. Paul preached at Athens (intellectual center of world) — He was Mocked ........
Acts 17: 16-34

C. Paul preached at Rome (legislative center of World) — He was Martyerd .........

2 Timothy 4:7-8

3. The Indwelling Spirit should produce Confident Faith ~

Romans 1:16-17 ~ For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the

Greek. '7 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is

written, “The just shall live by faith.”

Luke 15:3-7 ~ So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred

sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,

and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing. ® And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was

lost.” 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
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