Seeking Wisdom: Foundations for a Fulfilling Life
Worldly vs. Heavenly Wisdom
James 3:13-18

James 3:13-18 NKJV - 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This
wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where
envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is
sown in peace by those who make peace.

John 7:5 NKJV - 5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him.
1 Corinthians 15:7 NKJV - 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.

James 1:1 NKJV - 1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings.

The of Wisdom
Christianity can be summed up as a battle over who gets to be
Genesis 1:1 NKJV - 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Psalm 147:5 NKJV - 5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is
infinite.

Jeremiah 32:17 NKJV - 17 'Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the
earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.

Colossians 2:3 NKJV - 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Psalm 139:7-8 NIV - 7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your
presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you
are there.

Psalm 90:4 NKJV - 4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is
past, And like a watch in the night.

Exodus 5:2 NIV - 2 Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let
Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go."

Genesis 11:4 NKJV - 4 And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower
whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad
over the face of the whole earth."

Acts 12:21-22 NKJV - 21 So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his
throne and gave an oration to them. 22 And the people kept shouting, "The voice of a god
and not of a man!"

Genesis 3:4-6 NKJV - 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5
"For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of
its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

1 John 2:15 NKJV - 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

Romans 13:14 NIV - 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not
think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh

Genesis 3:6 NKJV - 6 ...a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
Godly wisdom is better than worldly wisdom.

The of Wisdom

1 Corinthians 1:20 NKJV - 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

1 Corinthians 2:14 NKJV - 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.
Worldly wisdom produces , mankind-oriented traits.

James suggests things that come from worldly wisdom: envy, self-

seeking, boasting, and lying.

Philippians 2:3 NKJV - 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

2 Corinthians 10:12 NKJV - 12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves
with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves,
and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

Heavenly wisdom produces , God-oriented traits.

Proverbs 11:2 NIV - 2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes
wisdom.

You cannot have Heavenly wisdom without

Colossians 3:10 CSB - 10 and have put on the new self. You are being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of your Creator.

The of Wisdom
Worldly wisdom brings and evil.
Heavenly wisdom brings

Romans 10:13 NKJV - 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."



