
Freedom in Slavery 
Romans 6:15-23 

 
Main Idea: Our Master Determines our Freedom 
 
All of us have a master. The question is, who/what is our 
master going to be? In today’s passage, we see what believers’ 
past lives under sin looked like compared to their new lives 
under Christ. Both are forms of slavery, but they could not look 
more different. We are also going to look at some 
characteristics that Christians have in common with slaves. 
 
❖ Inevitable Slavery (vs. 15-16) 
 
Everyone is a slave to one of two masters: sin or Christ. 
 
The grace that we have in Christ does not give us license to sin. 
We do not have a sort of diplomatic immunity that allows us to 
do whatever we want. 
 
Slavery to sin results in death, while slavery to Christ results in 
righteousness. 
 
The concept of being slaves to God might be unfamiliar and 
even uncomfortable to consider. This also might seem to 
contradict the concept of Christians having freedom. In reality, 
there is no better descriptor and no life more freeing than that 
of a slave of Christ. 
 
❖ Ways that Christians are Slaves (See John MacArthur, 

Slave) 
o Exclusive Ownership (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

▪ Jesus owns us; no one else does 
▪ Remember the price that was paid for us 

o Singular Devotion (Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:31; Mt. 6:24) 
▪ We were created for God and are to serve Him 

and Him alone 
▪ Remember that He is our Lord 

o Total Dependence (Mt. 6:31-34: Rom. 8:35, 38-39) 

▪ God is both our earthly provider and our 
eternal sustainer 

o Personal Accountability (2 Cor. 5:10; Mt. 25:21) 
▪ Ultimately, we are accountable only to our 

Lord and Savior and will give account to Him 
at the Judgement Seat of Christ. 

o Complete Submission (Luke 22:42-44) 
▪ We cannot be partially submissive. Either we 

submit to God or we submit to something 
else, typically our own desires. 

 
❖ Change in Masters (vs. 17-23) 
Freedom is not found in having no master, which is impossible, 
but in having the right master. 
 
Though the decision to change masters happens in a moment, 
we have to continually choose who we are going to be obedient 
to. Also, though we are sanctified at salvation, we are also 
continually being sanctified throughout our lives. We will also 
be fully sanctified in the future in eternity. 
 
Paul asks his readers to consider what the results of this change 
in masters are. When enslaved to sin, these believers were free 
from righteousness, and their actions produced death. Now, 
they are enslaved to God and free from sin, which produces 
sanctification leading to eternal life. 
 
❖ Application 
There is no such thing as being master free. Many people in life 
will claim freedom from any master, but they are sadly 
mistaken. 
 
There is no freer life that a person can live than that dedicated 
in servitude and ownership to Christ. Such a life is living 
according to the purpose for which mankind was created. 
 
If you have not accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, 
and Master, do so today. 
 
 


