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Open ~ There are thousands of beautiful colors and scenes represented in our 
world today, but they look horribly bland and very unappealing as we look at 
them through the negative. 
You see it’s not a true picture of reality looking through the negative, but if you 
allow that negative to be developed – It becomes a thing of absolute beauty. 
 
Background: It is time to go possess the land that God had promised the children 
of Israel. Moses is poised and ready. 
Deuteronomy 1:21- 22 
 Look, the LORD your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as 
the LORD God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not fear or be discouraged.’ 
22 “And every one of you came near to me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, 
and let them search out the land for us, and bring back word to us of the way by 
which we should go up, and of the cities into which we shall come.’ 
Israel is now at Kadesh Barnea 
Numbers 13:1-2 (NKJV) 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you 
shall send a man, every one a leader among them.” 

Num 13:2 – Send from each tribe a leader among you. A leader, we are going to 
see some big time leadership failure as a result of “negativism” 

*Also we will see how it affects and infects all the people. 

Numbers 13:17-27  
As the 12 spies return from the promise land in front of them lye just what God 
had said. A land flowing with milk and honey – They brought back clusters of 
grapes that took two men and a long pole to carry, Pomegranates and figs from the 
beautiful valley of Esh-col.  Behind these 12 leaders or spies: 1. They saw God 
bring Pharo Thutmose to his knees. 2. The parting of the Red Sea. 3. The waters 
close and drown Pharos’s army. 4. They saw the provision of food and the guiding 
cloud by day and fire by night. 5. And the best of all they knew the promise from 
God that the heathen nations would be driven out before them. 
1. Through the eyes of the Ten: 
Numbers 13:28-29 
Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 
cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak 
there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, 
and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea 
and along the banks of the Jordan.” 

Every were you look there is trouble. North, South, East and West 

Numbers 13:31-33 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against 
the people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the children of Israel 
a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through 
which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the 
people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the 
descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our 
own sight, and so we were in their sight.”   

Look at ~ Numbers 14:1-4  
The Bible say’s in Numbers 26:51 there were 601,703 males at that time. 
That means about 2.5 million Israelites. 

2. Through the Eyes of Two: 

Numbers 13:30  
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and 
take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 

Numbers 14:6-9  
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among 
those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to 
spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then He will 
bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and 
honey.’ 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, 
for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and 
the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” 

The peoples response: Numbers 14:10a “And all the congregation said to stone 
them with stones.” 

Negativism follows people not places. Negative about your Job, eventually 
every job you get will stink. Negative about your church, every church you go 
to will eventually disappoint you. Life won’t change until you change and 
start trusting God. 

3. Through the Eyes of God: 

Numbers 14:11  
Then the LORD said to Moses: “How long will these people reject Me? And how 
long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among 
them? 

Disappointment and Heart Break 

Numbers 14:28-33  
That’s about 70 funerals a day for 40 years 

Why Focus on the Negative? 

You can be used mightily by God and bring Great Glory to His name today 
regardless of your circumstances. Will you today just refocus your eyes, and 
refocus your trust in the Lord. That choice will change your life. 


