
Holy War or Wholly Genocide 
 

 Biblical Considerations 
 
Driving Out Passages 
Though we see passages with wording of complete destruction 
and killing of all, we also see passages that read of driving out 
(ex: Deut. 9:1; 11:22-23). What we also see are descriptions of 
Israel driving out and Yahweh driving out. 
 
Rahab 
If God literally meant that all Canaanites were to be killed, then 
Rahab and her family’s deliverance from Jericho would not 
have been possible. Furthermore, though Scripture does not 
outright say this, it is possible that Rahab was an example of 
what other Canaanites could do. 
 
 What is Being Said 
 
Why the Land Needed to be Cleared Out 
 
Idolatry 
“Canaanite idolatry wasn’t simply an abstract theology or 
personal interest carried out in the privacy of one’s home. It 
was a worldview that profoundly influenced Canaanite society.” 
(Copan, 160) 
 
The Lord said that the land would “vomit out its inhabitants” 
(Lev. 18:25) 
 
Sanctuary 
The Promised Land is to be a sanctuary, and so we can 
rightfully say that it has been defiled and needs cleansing (Ex. 
15:17) 
 
Intermarriage 
The land needed to be cleared out to prevent Israel from 
intermarrying with Canaanites 
 

“The ‘drive out’ command was complementary to the “kill them 
all” command [for example, in Deut. 7:1-4]. They work together. 
God was not concerned so much with the death of all 
Canaanites as much as their removal from the land because of 
the negative influence they would have on the Israelites and 
because the holy land was ‘sacred space’ in which everything 
unclean and unholy was to be removed.” (Dr. Gary Yates) 
 
Joshua’s Writings 
A genre or writing form that we must discuss in this 
conversation is Ancient Near Eastern War Rhetoric. A 
component or aspect of ANE War Rhetoric is speaking in 
sweeping generalizations. 
 
We can see this being used by Joshua if we compare Joshua 
10:14 with 13:1-6. It makes no sense to say that Joshua was 
simply contradicting himself. 
 
Joshua’s Obedience to Moses (Ex. Josh. 11:12-15) 
If Joshua can say that he was obedient to Moses, and we know 
for a fact that Joshua did not kill every single Canaanite, then 
Moses must not have meant that either. Furthermore, we see 
that Yahweh commanded Moses, who commanded Joshua, who 
was obedient to both Moses and Yahweh. 
 
 The Patience of Yahweh (Ex. Gen. 15:16) 
One way that you can look at this text is that the Amorites had 
at least 400 years to turn away from their sin, but did not. 
 
Remember, this is all part of God’s covenant He made with 
Abraham, which was/is a covenant of mercy and grace. 
 
Yahweh is sovereign, true, gracious, merciful, patient, and just. 
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