
Growing in Grace – Living Service 

John 13:1-17 – February 22, 2026 

Psalm 104:33-34 NKJV - 33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing 

praise to my God while I have my being. 34 May my meditation be sweet to 

Him; I will be glad in the LORD.  

John 13:1-17 NKJV - 1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 

that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, 

having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 And 

supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas 

Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 

all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 

4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 

5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, 

and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 Then He came to 

Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" 7 Jesus 

answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you 

will know after this." 8 Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus 

answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me." 9 Simon Peter 

said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus 

said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely 

clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." 11 For He knew who would betray 

Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." 12 So when He had washed their 

feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know 

what I have done to you? 13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, 

for so I am. 14 "If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 "For I have given you an example, that 

you should do as I have done to you. 16 "Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant 

is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 

17 "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

I. The ______________ Servant: Christ 

A. Rooted in ______________ 

Galatians 5:13 NKJV - 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do 

not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  

B. Resting in His ______________ 

Mark 10:45 NKJV - 45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  

C. Expressed in ______________ 

Philippians 2:7 NKJV - 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  

II. The ______________ Servant: Judas 

Ephesians 6:16 NKJV - 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you 

will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  

A. Proximity Without ______________ 

Matthew 7:22-23 NKJV - 22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have 

we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'  

Service without a walk is worthless; a walk that produces service lasts forever.  

B. Visible Service with a Hidden ______________ 

John 12:6 NKJV - 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he 

was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.  

III. The ______________ Servant: Peter 

John 13:6-8 NKJV - 6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, 

"Lord, are You washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am 

doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this." 8 Peter said to 

Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash 

you, you have no part with Me 

A. Resistance Rooted in ______________ 

B. ______________ Without Understanding 

John 13:9 NKJV - 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also 

my hands and my head!"  

Serving must flow from ______________, not guilt.  

Isaiah 6:8 NKJV - 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I 

send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." 

The only right ______________ to worship and forgiveness is service. 

IV. The ______________ to Us 

John 13:14 NKJV - 14 "If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you also ought to wash one another's feet.  

Serving is ______________.  

John 13:17 NKJV - 17 "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.  

Serving brings ______________. 


