Living in the Future Tense
Philippians 3:17-21 — April 26, 2026

Colossians 3:1-2 NKJV - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

Philippians 3:17-21 NKJV - 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note
those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of
the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and
whose glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things. 20 For our
citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to
His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue
all things to Himself.

1. Follow the right

1 Corinthians 11:1 NKJV - 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

A. We need who live under God’s authority.

B. We must measure examples by

1 Peter 2:11-12 NKJV - 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct
honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers,
they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of
visitation.

C. A person can be and still be spiritually dangerous.

Romans 2:23-24 NKJV - 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you
dishonor God through breaking the law? 24 For "the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written.

2. Beware of the of the cross.

Acts 15:1 NKJV - 1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the
brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved."

A. Their

Romans 6:23 NKJV - 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

B. Their

2 Timothy 3:4 NKJV - 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God,

C. Their

Isaiah 5:20 NKJV - 20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter!

When Christians start sin that culture accepts but Scripture
deplores, they are an enemy of the cross.

D. Their

1 John 2:15 NKJV - 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

"Sin will take you than you want to go, keep you

than you want to stay, and cost you

than you

want to pay.”

3. Remember your heavenly

2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV - 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

A. Our names are on heaven’s

Revelation 21:27 NKJV - 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that
defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the
Lamb's Book of Life.

B. We speak heaven’s

Matthew 12:34 NKJV - 34 "Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak
good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

C. We obey heaven’s

D. We are loyal to heaven’s

2 Corinthians 5:20 NKJV - 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be
reconciled to God.

4. Look for the coming

Titus 2:13 NKJV - 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,



