What to Do When You're in the Fire
Scripture: Daniel 1-3

1. The Strategy of the World

Indoctrination: King Nebuchadnezzar
sought to brainwash the "best of the best"
by training them in the ways of the
Babylonians.

Renaming: The world tries to change your
name and label you by your race, marital
status, orientation, or economic
situation.

o Hananiah (“Yahweh is Gracious™)
became Shadrach (“command of
Aku”).

o Mishael (“Who is like our God”)
became Meshach (“who is what
Aku is?”).

o Azariah (“Yahweh is My Helper”)
became Abednego (“after the god
Nebu”).

The Truth: You are an image-bearer of
God; if you are in Christ, the King of Kings
calls you a son or daughter of the Most
High.

2. The Pressure to Bow

The Command: When the music plays,
everyone must bow to the 90-foot golden
statue or face the fiery furnace.

Modern "Music": Today, culture demands
we bow to comfort, money, success, and
the applause of man.

Public vs. Private: The enemy often
doesn't care if you worship God in private,
as long as you bow to the world in public.

Citizen Status: We are not citizens of this
world; if we never "go against the flow," we
may have already bowed down.

3. The "Even If" Resolve

Confidence: Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego knew their God was able to
deliver them.

Commitment: "But even if He does not,
we want you to know... we will not serve
your gods" (Daniel 3:18).

Preparation: You must decide who you
will worship before you are in the fire. If
you wait until you're in the heat, the music
will play and you’ll likely bow.

4. Observations About the Fire

Fire is Inevitable: Do not think it strange
when you face fiery trials; you are either in
a fire, coming out of one, or one is around
the corner.

Fire is Refining: For the believer, the fire
is meant to prove the genuineness of your
faith and result in praise and honor.

Fire is Liberating: The only things burned
away in the furnace were the things from
the world that bound them.

Fire is Accompanied: God is the "fourth
man" in the fire; He may not always save
you from it, but He saves you through it.

Personal Reflection & Application

What "music" is playing in my life right
now that is tempting me to bow to
culture?

What "ropes" (dependencies or sins) is
God currently burning away through my
trials?

My Declaration: "Lord, | know You are
able to [Insert Need], but even if You
don't, | will worship You alone."



