
The Good Shepherd – The LORD is Near 

Psalm 23:4 – May 31, 2026 

Psalm 46:1-3 NKJV - 1 …God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in 

trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And 

though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters 

roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah  

Psalm 23:1-6 NKJV - 1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 

not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the 

still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For 

His name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort 

me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint 

my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 

me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever. 

1. The ______________ of the Valley 

 A. The valley is ______________.  

John 16:33 NKJV - 33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world."  

Genesis 3:16 NKJV - 16 …"I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 

conception; In pain you shall bring forth children;  

John 3:16 NKJV - 16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.  

 B. The valley is ______________.  

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 NKJV - 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of 

sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

2. The Route ______________ the Valley 

 A. The route is ______________.  

Psalm 37:23-24 NKJV - 23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, 

And He delights in his way. 24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; 

For the LORD upholds him with His hand.  

Fear makes us run because of what we ______________, but faith helps us walk 

because of Who is ______________.  

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV - 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on 

your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall 

direct your paths.  

 B. The route is ______________.  

John 10:4-5 NKJV - 4 "And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before 

them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 "Yet they will by no 

means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 

of strangers."  

Hebrews 4:15-16 NKJV - 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

Some of God’s richest ______________ come when we have walked through our 

lowest ______________!  

3. The ______________ in the Valley 

 A. David’s resolve is ______________.  

1 John 4:18 NKJV - 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in 

love. James 4:7 NKJV - 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will 

flee from you.  

 B. David’s resolve is ______________.  

Psalm 4:8 NKJV - 8 I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You alone, O 

LORD, make me dwell in safety.  

4. The ______________ in the Valley 

 A. The relationship is ______________.  

The valley changed the ______________ of the psalm.  

The valley changed the ______________ of the psalm.  

 B. The relationship brings protection, correction, guidance, and peace.  

Psalm 119:11 NKJV - 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not 

sin against You.  

John 16:13 NKJV - 13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will 

guide you into all truth. 


