REVELATION

Session 1

Why Study Revelation?

Scripture Covered: Foundational overview — Daniel 2, 7, and 9 (prophetic framework); no primary Revelation
passage yet

An orientation to the book’s author, date, and the major schools of interpretation, plus the prophetic framework
from Daniel that sets the stage for everything to come.

1.1 Keeping the main thing the main thing.

1.2

1.3

The purpose of this study is much more than the accumulation of facts, or the mere growing of
knowledge. As with all Bible study, the question we desire to answer is, "How should we live if we
know these things to be true?" All proper Bible study should draw us closer to the Lord, not merely
add to our store of information.

Additionally, this subject can generate more interest than is healthy in the life of the Christian. We
don’t need to dwell excessively on these events, and a correct understanding of them is important
as it informs our worldview and service.

Author.

The Apostle John wrote Revelation. He was the youngest of the Apostles, and the only one, as far as
we know, to die a natural death. He was banished to the prison island of Patmos, where he
recorded the strange and fantastic visions that would be become the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

Date of Authorship.

Most conservative scholars believe that John wrote his prophecy between 85 and 95 AD, making it
the last New Testament book to be written. It is also the only prophetic book of the New Testament,



1.4

1.5

compared to 17 in the Old Testament.
Three schools of interpretation.

Idealist - This line of thinking holds that none of the events of the book of Revelation are meant to
be taken literally, and they are all symbolic. None of them seem to be able to agree on what the
symbolism means. This is a landing ground for the very liberal.

Preterist - “Past History” from the Latin word meaning “Past”. Dr. Charles Ryrie writes, “Thus, the
preterist interpreters are those who see Revelation as having already been fulfilled in the early
history of the church. Chapters 5-11 are said to record the church's victory over Judaism; chapters
12-19 her victory over pagan Rome; and chapters 20-22 her glory because of these victories. The
persecutions described are those of Nero and Domitian, and the entire book was fulfilled by the
time of Constantine.” (Revelation, p.8)

Historical- This view may be best described as continuous history. The sweep of the history of the
church from John's day to eternity is recorded in its pages, in the process of continually being
fulfilled throughout the entire Christian era. These interpreters see in the symbols used: the rise
of the papacy, the corruption of the church, and the march of Christianity into eternity. Further,
they believe that much of Revelation has already been fulfilled.

Futurist - This view holds that the events from chapter 4 through the end of the book are yet to be
fulfilled. This view lends itself to the clearest, most literal reading of Scripture, and allows us to
take what is written at face value, as much as is possible. Scripture is intended to be taken literally,
so we must adapt ourselves to what it says, not conjure up scenarios that fit what we want them to
say.

At the end, the last three groups all believe that Christ will return, take believers to live with Him
forever, and punish the rebellious and unbelievers in Hell. If we agree only on that, we may hold
other interpretations to be in error, but not heresy.

General framework of the end from the book of Daniel.



Daniel and Revelation add to the understanding of each other. We will refer to passages in Daniel
throughout our study of Revelation. We will briefly examine the structure of the prophetic passages
in Daniel to give us the framework in which we will examine the book of Revelation.

1. Kingdoms and rulers throughout present history. (2:1-49, 7:1-28)
a. Babylon (606-539 BC)

e Gold head (2:32, 36-38)
e Lion with eagles' wings (7:4)

b. Medo-Persia (539-331 BC)

e Silver chest and arms (2:32, 39)
e Bear (7:5)

c. Greece (331-146 BC)

e Belly and thighs of bronze (2:32, 39)
e Leopard with birds' wings (7:6)

d. Rome (146 BC - 476 AD)

e Legs of iron (2:33, 40)
e Terrifying beast (7:7, 19)

e. Kingdoms to rise from Rome (476 AD - Present)

e Feet of iron and clay (2:33,41-43)

e Horns that rise up from beast's head (7:8, 19-26)
o Anti-Christ (7:20)
o Oppression of the saints (7:25)
o 3 1/2-year Great Tribulation (7:25)



o God's eternal kingdom
f. Stone that breaks up other kingdoms (2:34, 44-45)
g. Installation of the Ancient of Days (7:9-14,26-27)

e Defeats Anti-Christ (7: 11-12)
e Christ installed as ruler (7: 13-14, Eph. 1:8-9)

2. More on the end times from Daniel (9:24-27)
The “weeks” (KJV, NKJV, ESV) or “sevens” (NIV) refer to seven-year periods.
a. The first seven “weeks” (9:25) - 49 years.
Issued from time of decree to rebuild Jerusalem.
Encyclopedia Britannica dates it to March 14,445 BC.

During this time Jerusalem is to be rebuilt.
See Nehemiah Ch. 2-6 for literal fulfillment.

b. The second sixty-two “weeks” (9:26) - 434 years.

e Anointed One (Jesus) to be cut off (killed).

e Without figuring exact days, this brings us to the time of Christ very nearly.

e When the Jewish people stood before Pontius Pilate and rejected the Messiah, this
was the point of the Jewish nation being set aside for the incoming of the Gentiles
(Romans 10-11). This does not mean that the Church replaces Israel, or that God is
done with Israel.

c. An indeterminate period of time passes (9:26)

e This is where we currently are in history.
e The last prophecy remaining to be fulfilled is the gathering of Israel back to her



1.6

1.7

native land, occurring since 1947.
e The mere fact that Israel is a nation does not mean that this is the ingathering
spoken of in Scripture.

d. The third one “week” (9:27) -7 years

Antichrist confirms a 7-year covenant with Israel (v 27).

This is the event that starts the clock to the end - not the Rapture.
He breaks it in the middle (3 1/2 years).

Ends sacrifice in temple, sets himself up as “god”.

Some positions on how the end times will go.

Amillennial - This is the view of the preterist and the historicist interpreter. They believe that
since the bulk of the events described in Revelation have already occurred, the next event that will
happen is the return of Christ to the world to set up his eternal kingdom. We are living in what the
Bible describes as the Millennium now.

Postmillennial - This view was much more common in the last century. The great rush of human
progress and moral enlightenment led men to believe that the millennium described in Revelation
20: 1-6 was the current age. The world would become more and more Christianized, culminating in
the glorious arrival of Christ to take over a world that man had already prepared for Him. Two
world wars were enough to relieve most Christian scholars of this position.

Premillennial - This view holds that after the events of the Tribulation period; Christ will return to
earth and set up a literal thousand-year Kingdom on earth. This view does the most justice to
Scripture, and is the one we hold and will examine.

Three different views on the tribulation.

Mid-tribulational - This position holds that the Church will endure the first half of the Tribulation,
but will be raptured before the final 3 1/2 years, the Great Tribulation, begins. This view
overemphasizes selected Scriptures at the expense of others. It emphasizes the phrase “God did



not appoint us to suffer wrath”, and point to the second half of the Tribulation as the time of God’s
wrath.

Pre-tribulational - This position holds that the next event on the prophetic stage is the Rapture
“catching away" of the Church, along with the indwelling Holy Spirit, allowing evil to manifest itself
fully during the Tribulation period. This is our view, and the view we believe most accurately
portrays Scripture. We will give very solid confirming evidence when we study Revelation 4.

Post-tribulational - This position holds that the Church will endure the entire Tribulation period,
and meet Christ in the air only at the Second Coming. This position could also hold that what is
referred to as “the Tribulation” has already occurred.

NOTES



