REVELATION

Session 10

Demons from the Abyss

Scripture Covered: Revelation 9:1-21

The fifth and sixth trumpets unleash tormenting locust-like creatures and a monstrous army of 200 million in two
of Revelation’s strangest visions.

10.1 The trumpet judgments continued.

1. The fifth trumpet. (The first woe) (9:1-11)

A star falls to earth from the sky. (v. 1) Jesus in Luke 10:18 says that He saw Satan fall like
lightning from Heaven. Many commentators believe that this is Satan, who is given the keys to the
Abyss, under God's control. Again, we are coming up against John describing the indescribable.
This is not a literal cave, or cage, somewhere, that a person could fall in, or accidently unlock. It
will be revealed in its time.

We see the following events transpire:

He opens the Abyss, releasing a great cloud of smoke. (v. 2)

Out of the smoke come demonic beings that look like locusts. A more detailed description of
them is found in vv. 7-11.

They look like horses dressed for battle (v. 7)

They have golden crowns and human faces (v. 7)

They have flowing hair like a woman's, but teeth like lions. (v. 8)

They have some sort of metallic scales (v. 9), and their wings beat the air with a horrible sound.
(v.9)

Their tails have power to sting like scorpions. (v. 10)



Their king is the ruler of the Abyss, Abaddon and Apollyon both mean the same thing, Destroyer.
Their king is Satan. (v. 11)

They are given power to sting like scorpions, which have the most painful bite that is survivable
of any animal.

As demons, their desire would be to destroy earth and attack the saints of God, but these are the
very things they are forbidden to do.

Rather, their attacks are restricted to those who do not have the seal of God on their heads.
Whether only the 144,000 are sealed, or tribulation saints have a type of seal as well, is not
clear. (v. 4)

No one will die as a result of this judgment; they just wish they could. (v. 5) The agony from the
stings of the locusts must be intense.

Evidently no one on earth will die during this period. (v. 6)

. The sixth trumpet. (The second woe) (9:13-19)

The trumpet is sounded, and a voice from heaven tells the sixth angel to release the four angels
that are bound at the Euphrates River (v. 13-14). Four special demons prepared just for this time
are released. (v. 15) These four may be a satanic parallel to the four living creatures from chapter

4.

Several notes on what we see next:

They release two hundred million demons to assist them in their task of killing one third of
mankind. What a contrast to the days in which no one could die. If 4.5 billion people are left after
the four seal judgments, 1/3 of those are 1.5 billion people. At the midway point of the Tribulation,
we see that 1/2 of the earth's population has been wiped out. (v. 13-16)

These demons look like mounted troops.

Their breastplates are very brightly colored. (v. 17)

The heads of their horses look like lion's heads, and they have the ability to breathe fire and
sulfur. (v. 17)

This fire and sulfur mix is the agent that kills 1/3 of mankind. (v. 18)

Like the locusts, they have tails that can inflict injury; and one must assume, death. (v. 19)



e There is some thought that John could be seeing modern weapons of war, and describing them
as best he can.

e Even after everything they have seen, the survivors still will not repent.

The next two chapters of Revelation present an interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets,
culminating in the sounding of the seventh trumpet. Several significant events take place during
this interlude, although they are not listed in perfect chronological order, as we have noted
occurring before. Chapters 10-13 set the stage for the final 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation period.
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