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The Angel and the Little Scroll
Scripture Covered: Revelation 10:1-11

A mighty angel descends with a small scroll, and John is told to eat it — sweet in the mouth, bitter in the stomach.

11.1 A big angel and a little scroll. (10: 1-11) 

1. The angel's appearance. (10:1-4)

 John sees a mighty angel coming down out of heaven. (v. 1) He is robed in a cloud, bringing 
God's symbol of promise (the rainbow) with him. (v. 1) 

 He shares some aspects of his appearance with Christ, namely the shining face, denoting 
God's glory, and the fiery legs, denoting judgment. He could be the archangel, Michael, but 
he is not named.. (v. 1) 

 He holds a little scroll in his hand, which is the word of God's judgment, as we will see in 
upcoming verses. (v. 2) 

 He plants one foot on the land and the other foot on the sea, indicating the all-encompassing 
nature of the judgment of God. When God's final judgments are handed down, they will 
complete and total. (v. 3) 

 He gives a shout of triumph like the shout of a lion. (v. 3) 
 When he shouts, the voice of the seven thunders spoke. This may be connected with the scroll 

of judgment, as we have seen that thunder is a sign of impending judgment. (v. 3-4) 
 John attempted to write down what the voice said, but he was forbidden to do so. (v. 4) This is 

the only time that anything has been sealed in the Book of Revelation. God will always reveal 
what is necessary for man to know, and to accomplish His program on earth, but nothing 
more. (v. 4) 

2. What the angel says (v. 4-7) 



 We see the mighty angel raise his right hand to heaven to take an oath. (v. 5) We see that this 
cannot be the Lord, because he swears by Him who lives forever and ever.

 Look at 2 Peter 3:3-10. Peter says that in the last days many scoffers will come. (v. 3-7) They 
will ask where His appearing is. Contrast this now with what the angel says in verse 6, "There 
will be no more delay!" 

 Peter reinforces our understanding that God is outside time. (v. 8) He tells us that it is for 
more to come to salvation that He delays His coming. The angel announces that the time is 
now past. We will not see any mention that people are saved on the earth after this time. The 
battle lines are drawn; the strong delusion (2 Th. 2:11-12) has been sent. All the people who 
are not already saved will willingly follow the Antichrist as he proclaims himself god. 

 2 Peter 3:10 tells us that the day of the Lord's judgment will come as suddenly as a thief. The 
angel announces that the day is at hand. However, God has been announcing this day through 
His prophets and His Word for thousands of years. (v. 7) Lost man has simply been unwilling 
to hear. 

3. John's actions (10:8-11) 

The voice from the thunders commands John to take the scroll from the angel's hand. John asks the 
angel for the scroll, and he tells him the following things about it: 

 He must eat it. (v. 9-10) He had to take God's Word into him before he could share it 
effectively, just as we do. 

 In his mouth it was as sweet as honey. (v. 9-10) Many times as we study the Word of God, we 
find it to be as sweet as honey to us. 

 When we realize the cost for not heeding God's Word to those we hold dear, it often leaves an 
upset, sour feeling with us. (v. 9-10)

 John, like Jeremiah, is told that his job is to prophesy. (v. 11) John's prophecies will be global 
in scope.

4. Measuring the temple. (11: 1-2) 

We see that John is sent to record the dimensions of the rebuilt Tribulation temple. (v. 1-2) 



Further, he is to count the worshipers there. Just as a sparrow does not fall to the ground 
without God's notice (Mt. 10:29- 31), even in this day God will notice and honor those who 
worship Him. 

Jesus also referred to this time in Luke 21:24. It highlights the intense Jewish persecution during 
the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation period. 

NOTES


