REVELATION

Session 12

The Two Witnesses

Scripture Covered: Revelation 11:3-14
God’s two unstoppable prophets testify during the Tribulation, are Kkilled, and are raised again before a watching

world.

12.1 The two witnesses. (11:3-14)

Now we see one of the more remarkable scenes in Scripture. God will send two witnesses to
prophesy against the world during this time. We are actually seeing them from the end of their
ministry, looking back. They will be active during the first 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation period.

They will dress as prophets from the OT, in sackcloth, which is a coarse grade of burlap. (v. 3)
They will be untouchable. They will be able to breathe fire to destroy anyone who attacks
them. (v. 5)

They will be able to control rain, like Elijah did in I Kings 17: 1.

They will be able to turn water into blood, like Moses and Aaron did in Exodus 7: 14-24.

They will have at their disposal all kinds of plagues. (v. 6)

Who are these guys anyway? Some commentators say Elijah and Moses, due to their
characteristics. Another opinion is Elijah and Enoch, for these reasons:

See Genesis 5:21-23. We see that Enoch was no more, for God took him. Everyone else in that
genealogy died. Enoch never tasted death.

See II Kings 2: 11. We see Elijah was taken up to Heaven in a whirlwind. Likewise, Elijah
never died.

Hebrews 9:27 tells us that man is appointed to die. Everyone except Jesus who was ever
resurrected died again. If they are Elijah and Enoch, this could complete Hebrews 9:27.



1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4 tell us that the only exception is for those who are
alive and remain at His coming.

When the time is right, their ministry will end:

The Antichrist will finally be permitted to kill them. (v. 7)

They will be in Jerusalem when this happens. (v. 8) They will not be buried. (v. 8)

For 3 1/2 days people from all over the world will gloat and celebrate that their tormentors
are finally dead. (v. 9-10)

God will resurrect them at that time, terrifying all that see it. (v. 11)

They will be raptured up to heaven in plain sight of their enemies. (v. 12)

There will be an earthquake in conjunction with this that will destroy 1/10 of Jerusalem. 7,000
die and the survivors give glory to God but do not repent. (v. 13)

seventh trumpet. (11: 15-19)

With the opening of the seventh trumpet, we will see an interlude in the account of the end
times that runs through 15: 1. This interlude will set up the final 3 1/2 years of the
Tribulation, right up to the Second Coming of Christ, and the battle of Armageddon.

When the trumpet sounds, voices in heaven declare that Christ is taking back control of the
world. (v. 15) Without visiting the whole question of evil in the world, this is the point where
Christ takes back the actual reins of the world. He controls now through providence.

The church in heaven worships God. Their hymn of praise centers around the fact that the
time is come for God to pour out His judgment on the world. (v. 16-18)

God's temple opens, and we see the ark of His covenant. This could be the original on which
the earthly copy was based.

We again see the markers of impending judgment. (v. 19) This time, there is a hailstorm
added to the others.

After the sounding of the seventh trumpet, we are ushered to the edge of the final 3 1/2 years of the
Tribulation period, called the Great Tribulation. The visions we will see in chapters 12-13 will set
the stage for the final period of persecution of God's people, God's final judgments, and the climax



of history. We will see the Antichrist unveiled, and the unholy trinity set in place. Mankind's
deception will become complete, and the stage will be set for the final outpouring of God's wrath.
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