REVELATION

Session 13

The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon

Scripture Covered: Revelation 12:1-17
A cosmic sign in heaven reveals Israel, Christ, and Satan’s war against God’s people.

13.1 The vision of the woman and the dragon. (12: 1-17)

1. The woman. (v. 1-2)

The woman in John's vision is clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet. She also wears
a crown of twelve stars. Look at Genesis 37:9. We see the same symbolism used to describe the
same group of people. John is speaking of the nation of Israel, depicted here as the woman in
travail. (v. 1)

See Genesis 22: 18. From the time of God calling out Abram from the nation of Ur until the birth
of Christ in Bethlehem, Israel had been struggling and striving, looking ahead to the day when
her Messiah would come.

2. The dragon. (v. 3-4)
We see the following characteristics of the dragon:

e He is enormous. (v. 3) Every age has seen the immensity of the power of evil in the world.

e He is red, the color of blood. John 8:44 tells us that Satan is a murderer from the beginning of
time.

e The seven horns and crowns may be an attempt to masquerade himself as God. (v.3)

e The ten horns we already know about from Daniel 7.



His tail sweeping 1/3 of the stars from the sky must be a reference to the number of angels
who fell with him. (v. 4)

He stood ready to destroy the Messiah, Israel's hope. (v. 4) Herod was his agent to
accomplish this at first. (Matthew 2:13-18)

. The first advent of the Messiah. (v. 5)

The male child (Gal. 4:4-5) who was born to the Israelite woman, Mary, is the child who will
rule all the nations with a scepter of iron. (Ps. 2:9)

The child, after completing His earthly work, was snatched up to God and His throne. (Acts
1:9)

. The vision in the future. (v. 6-17)

The woman flees the intense persecution inflicted by the devil, which will reach its climax in
the final 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation. God will supernaturally protect His people, as we will
see later in the vision. (v. 6)

This war in heaven is not the same as the initial defeat and casting out of Satan we see in
Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. Even after that Satan still had access to the halls of Heaven. (Job
1:6, Rev 12: 10) This time, when Satan is cast out of Heaven, it is for good. (v. 7-9)

A loud voice comes from Heaven proclaiming the following:

God's kingdom is finally ready to be set in place, and Christ's authority is made complete. (v.
10)

The accuser of the brethren, the one who accuses you before God, and before your own heart,
is not able to slander the believers anymore. (v. 10)

The way to overcome Satan in the end is still the same way as it is for us. By the blood of
Jesus to save us, and by our testimony, and our willingness to follow Jesus the whole way to
the death. (v. 11)

Heaven can rejoice because Satan no longer has access to it. (v. 12)

The earth and sea are about to suffer the fury of the devil, because he knows his time is about
to be ended. (v. 12)

When Satan sees that he is restricted to the earth, he seeks to punish the one on earth
responsible for his defeat: the nation of Israel. (v. 13)



Israel is given supernatural means to flee this persecution for the duration of the 3-1/2 years.
(v. 14) Many scholars believe that from Daniel 11:41, Israel will be able to flee to Edom for
protection. Edom is southeast of Israel, in modern-day Jordan.

Satan will try to flood the saved remnant of Israel, but the earth itself will supernaturally
intervene. (v. 15-16)

When Satan sees he cannot touch the remnant of Israel, he goes off to destroy the rest of her
offspring - the tribulation saints. All saved people are part of spiritual Israel. (Romans 11:24)

. Other Scriptures that can help us understand where we are.

Daniel 9:24-27 teaches us that in the middle of the seventieth week, the Antichrist will put an
end to the sacrifice at the rebuilt temple, and break his covenant with Israel. This is the event
we see taking place now.

Daniel 11 :36-45 tells us about the following about the Antichrist:

He will claim to be God, and exalt himself above God. (v. 36-37)

He will have a time of success. (v. 36)

He will acknowledge an unknown God (v. 38), and have much military success. (v. 39)

He will honor those who go along with his program (v. 39)

He will sell power and positions of power. (v. 39)

A coalition of nations will come out against him at this point. (v. 40-42) See Ezekiel 38-39 for
a more in-depth description of this attack, which will center on the Holy Land.

He will break the power of this attack, and take the opportunity to break the covenant with
Israel, and proclaim himself God.

He will be very rich for a time (v. 43), but he will be led back to the Promised Land to fight
again, and there he will meet his end. (v. 44-45)



