REVELATION

Session 14

The Beast and the Mark

Scripture Covered: Revelation 13:1-18
The antichrist’s true nature is unveiled, along with the false prophet and the infamous mark of the beast.

14.1 The revealing of the true nature of the Antichrist. (13: 1-18)

The dragon is now by the sea, from where his agent will be revealed. We see the following things
revealed:

The beast closely resembles the fourth beast of Daniel' s vision in 7: 19-22. There is no doubt
that both Daniel and John are seeing the same beast.

The ten horns have already been discussed in detail. (v. 1)

Satan gives the Antichrist his power and authority. Many scholars believe that Satan will
actually indwell the Antichrist at this point. (v. 2)

A fatal head wound will kill the Antichrist, but Satan will be allowed to stage a counterfeit
resurrection. (v. 3) The results are predictable.

Satan is worshiped because of the remarkable things the Antichrist does, and the Antichrist is
worshiped as well. Men conveniently forget that Christ is his superior in every way. (v. 4)

He speaks with great pride and blasphemes God. (v. 5,6)

He is given great power to rule. (v. 5, 7) We saw that earlier in Revelation he was able to
conquer diplomatically. Now this power becomes absolute.

He will be given power to persecute the saints. (v. 7,9) The saints are not called to resist, but
rather to endure patiently and faithfully, because the Antichrist's power is only for a season.
Worship of him will be universal. (v. 8)

Now we see a new beast coming on the scene. He is called the false prophet in 16:13. We see
him exhibit the following characteristics:



o He looks like the lamb, but speaks like a dragon. He will be the head of a syncretistic
world religion. (v. 11)

o He has power over the world's religious systems, and forces everyone to worship the
beast. (v. 12) He also acts as the beast's Prime Minister. (v. 12)

o He will have counterfeit miraculous power, even to being able to mimic Elijah's miracle of
calling down fire from heaven. (v. 13)

o He is able to deceive the earth's inhabitants.

e He causes an image of the beast to be set up. The false prophet has power to animate the
image. It will be able to speak, and to sentence death to all who will not worship it. (v. 14-15)
The advent of Al, we don’t need to imagine this scenario, we see ways it could happen every
day.

e He forces everyone to take a mark to participate in the world's system. This is probably the
most famous part of the book. We see the following:

o The mark will be in the right hand or forehead. Whether this will be an ink tattoo or an
embedded microchip is a matter of some debate. Microchips can be made small enough to
fit under the skin comfortably, yet store all the information about a person that there is.

o No one will be able to participate in the financial system without it. It may be a descendant
of modern-day smart technology (phones, watches, cards, etc.).

o The mark uniquely identifies the bearer as the property of the Antichrist.

o The number of the beast will be the basis of the mark. More speculation has been spent on
deciphering who the Antichrist will be based on this number than any other Bible topic.

o Suffice it to say that if God's number (7) signifies perfection, then 6 would be the number
for imperfection. Three is the number of completeness is Scripture, so 666 could be
rendered as the completeness or fullness of imperfection, or mankind's ultimate rebellion.

Now the unholy Trinity (Satan, Antichrist, and false prophet) is set in place. As bad as things have
been, they will only get worse from this point forward It is remarkable how easily Satan can get his
counterfeits across to a world that is waiting to receive them.

Now we have seen the antichrist reveal his true nature. He has set up the final political and
religious system before Armageddon. We have also briefly discussed the mark of the beast. We are
almost ready to see history close with a rush, culminating in the seven bowl judgments, the battle



of Armageddon, and the Second Coming. But first there are a few visions that John has recorded for
us to examine which fully set the scene for the end of time.
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