REVELATION

Session 15

Songs of the Redeemed and the Coming Harvest

Scripture Covered: Revelation 14:1-20

The 144,000 sing before the throne, three angels announce final warnings, and John previews the harvest of the
earth at Armageddon.

15.1 The vision of the 144,000. (14: 1-5)

John sees a vision of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists from chapter 7:1-8. There he saw them at
the beginning of their mission. Here we see them at the end of their mission, raptured into glory.
We see the following things:

We see them with their Lord, the Lamb. (v. 1)

In the vision they are on Mount Zion. (v. 1)

They still bear the seal of God from 7:4. (v. 1)

John hears loud music begin. (v. 2)

They sing a song standing before the elders and living creatures in heaven. (v. 3)

This song is exclusive; no one else can sing it because they cannot learn it. (v. 3)

They were celibate for God during their ministry. In the OT, adultery and idolatry were often
linked. We can infer that they were spiritually pure, as well as physically. (v. 4)

They follow the Lamb wherever He goes, for He has redeemed them. (v. 4)

e They did not lie; their testimony was impeccable. (v. 5) See James 3: 1-12 for a more thorough
treatment of the dangers of the tongue.

15.2 The three angels. (14:6-13)

John now sees a remarkable vision of three angels pronouncing salvation and judgment one last
time on the earth.



1. Angel # 1. (14: 6-7)

We see the following things from the message of the first angel:

Formerly only men were given the privilege of communicating the gospel. Now, because of
the extent of the Father's love, He allows an angel to share it from Heaven. (v. 6) Here, the
Gospel is finally preached to all nations. (Matthew 24:14, Mark 13:10) This statement is
placed in the context of the revealing of the Antichrist in both gospels.

All peoples and languages will be able to understand the angel's proclamation - a miracle
of hearing, not speaking. (v. 6)

He gives a last call for men to fear God. He stresses the immediacy of God's judgment.

He is worthy of worship because of His creative power. (v. 7)

As we have previously discussed, no one comes, at least there is no record of it. We have
seen definite battle lines being drawn, and with the strong delusion having been allowed,
men are set in their ways.

2. Angel #2. (14:8)

This angel pre-announces the fall of Babylon, both the literal capital city of the antichrist and
symbolic of the world's system. Unsaved people from all over the world have bought into the
intoxicating pleasures of sin, which is equated here with adultery towards God. (v. 8)

3. Angel #3. (14:9-13)

The last angel appears and announces judgment in the following manner:

The mark of the beast and the worship of the beast are again linked. There is no possibility
that anyone will receive the mark of the beast by accident without knowing that they must
swear allegiance to him.

Anyone who does these things will be irrevocably handed over for God's judgment. (v. 9-10)
He announces that, this time, God's judgment will come full strength. Previously, this has
only happened to Christ on the cross. (v. 10)



e We see the first mention of the punishment of sulfur. (v. 10) This receives its full expression in
the description of the lake of fire in Revelation 20.

e They will never have rest, as opposed to the believer who will rest with God forever. (v. 11,
Rev. 4:9-10) We must patiently endure to enter His rest. (v. 12)

e God will now specially bless those who are persecuted to death by the antichrist. This will
be in response to the especially severe nature of the persecution they will endure. It will
enable the believers to stand firm. (v. 13)

15.3 The harvest of the earth - a preview of Armageddon. (14: 14-20)

This vision is out of sequence, as we have seen others in the book. It refers ahead to the battle of
Armageddon. We will explore the battle in much more detail in chapter 19. However, we see the
following things are true about it:

1. The vision of one "like a son of man." (v. 14-16)
This is a vision of Christ ready to battle against his enemies. We can note the following:

e Jesus is waiting above the earth while the nations gather for destruction. (v. 14) His crown
denotes kingship, and his sickle judgment.

e An angel comes out of the Heavenly Temple, and announces that it is time for the battle to
commence. (v. 15)

e Christ commences the judgment against the rebellious forces drawn up against Him, and they
are taken down. (v. 16)

2. An angel joins in the destruction. (v. 17-20)
Christ is assisted in this task of judgment by an angel. Note the following:
e An angel with a sickle comes out of the Heavenly Temple. (v. 17)

e He is commanded by one of the angels on duty at the temple to go assist in the judgment. (v.
18)

e He does so, casting the rebellious people of the earth into the crushing winepress of the



judgment of God. (v. 19)

e The battle of Armageddon takes place at Megiddo, outside Jerusalem. The blood from the
casualties is sufficient to flow 4 feet deep and 180 miles long, covering the entire region of
Palestine.
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