REVELATION

Session 16

The Bowls of God’s Wrath

Scripture Covered: Revelation 15:1-16:21
Seven angels are commissioned to pour out the last and most severe judgments of the Tribulation.

16.1 The commissioning of the seven angels. (15:1-8)

Now we see the scene in Heaven where the seven angels who will pour out the seven bowls of
God's wrath are prepared for their gruesome work.

1. The song of the tribulation saints. (v. 1-4)
We see the following about John's vision:

e He summarizes the scene and what is to take place. (v. 1)

e Beside a glassy sea are those who were martyred in the final persecution of the antichrist. We
are near the end of the Great Tribulation. (v. 2)

e They have harps and sing a song to God, praising Him for His holy and righteous deeds. (v. 3-
4) They desire to know who will not fear God. Soon everyone will.

2. The vision of the temple. (v. 5-8)
Now the scene shifts to the Heavenly Temple:
e The door to the temple was opened, and the seven angels charged with the delivery of the
seven plagues came out. (v. 5-6)

e They are dressed much as Christ was in chapter 1. (v. 6)
e One of the four living creatures distributes the bowls of God's judgments to the angels. (v. 7)



e While the plagues are going on, no one will have access to God's presence. (v. 8) This
happened previously to Christ on the cross, now it happens to all sinful men because of their
unbelief. (v. 8)

e God has waited until man's sin and rebellion was complete. He has been extraordinarily
patient with mankind.

We have seen the rise of antichrist, the intense persecutions of believers and Jews, and the
announcement of the final judgments of God. Now, we will see the severity and totality of God's
judgments, and the response of sinful men.

16.2 The seven bowl judgments. (16:1-21)

With no further delay, God orders the angels to pour out the seven bowls of His wrath on the earth.
(v. 1) Some items to note:

e While the seal and trumpet judgments were incomplete, these are complete in scope and nature.
God’s judgment is always complete and full.

e While men were given opportunity to repent after the seal judgments (7:9-17), and after the
trumpet judgments (14:6-7), no such opportunity is given here.

e In our time line, we are at the end of the 7-year Tribulation period, or very close to it. After
these judgments, life could not be sustained long with the earth in its present condition. The
Second Coming will soon take place and Christ's first task as world ruler will be to clean up the
carnage and damage.

1. The first bowl judgment. (v. 2)

e The first angel is sent with his bowl, and it is a plague.

e Lesions like leprosy or skin cancer break out on all those who have worshipped the beast or
taken his mark. (v. 2) See Exodus 9:8-12 for a description of a similar plague unleashed on
Pharaoh and his people.

e This plague is not universal. God's people and those who have not taken the mark are spared
from this judgment. (v. 2)



2. The second bowl judgment. (v. 3)

The bowl of the second angel causes the seas to turn into blood like that of a dead man.
The resulting pollution causes all sea life to die. (v. 3)

Imagine the stench and disease that this will cause. As evaporation from the oceans is a
major weather maker, this will cause havoc all over the world, not just in the coastal areas.

3. The third bowl judgment. (v. 4-7)

Just as the second angel had charge to corrupt the oceans, this angel has charge to ruin the
fresh water supplies of the world. (v. 4)

Just as the blood in the oceans destroyed all life in them, this judgment must kill all life in the
fresh water supplies, even though Scripture doesn't spell this out.

Evidently there is an angel in charge of the world's fresh water supply. (v. 5) He praises God
for His justice in judgment, and for how the punishment of the nations fits the crime. (v. 6)
In Rev. 6:9-11, martyred saints were asking the Lord when He would come to judge. They
were told to wait, and that the time was not yet come. Now that time has come!

The heavenly altar echoes back praise for God's justice. (v. 7)

The fourth bowl judgment. (v. 8-9)

These judgments are not confined to the earth. The fourth angel pours out his bowl on the
sun. (v. 8)

The result of the judgment is that the sun is given power to increase its intensity. Contrast
this with the fourth trumpet judgment (8: 12) where a third of the sun is struck, so that it will
not shine.

Men and women get seared from the suddenly very intense sun. No SPF 30 will get the job
done here!

This will cause true global warming, and all the problems that attend it.

Now we see a new element introduced into the account. (v. 9) Men curse God for the plagues
rather that turn to Him for salvation and repentance. See Revelation 9:20-21. There, men
just did not repent. Here, in addition to their lack of repentance, we see them actively
cursing God for their misfortune. How hard people can become!



Like the plagues of Moses, we can safely believe that at least this plague is limited in
duration.

5. The fifth bowl judgment. (v. 10-11)

Now we go from one extreme to the other, supernaturally intense sunlight to total darkness.
The fifth angel goes right to the heart of the world's system for his plague. (v. 10)

Since the antichrist's kingdom is worldwide, this means that the entire world will be plunged
into darkness. (v. 10) See Exodus 10:21-23 for Moses' plague of darkness. This time, no
regions will be spared.

Men will be in agony, probably from the grade A sunburns they received from the last plague,
or from the sores of the first plague. This agony may be part of this plague, however.

They still refuse to repent, and continue to curse God for their troubles, not realizing that it is
their sin and rebellion that has brought all this on them.

6. The sixth bowl judgment. (v. 12-16)

This judgment is not a plague, but rather a supernatural intervention to allow nations from all
over the earth to gather for battle at Armageddon. (v. 12)

The Euphrates is un-crossable in its natural state. This will allow the eastern nations to
proceed unhindered.

The unholy trinity releases three demonic spirits, who are able to perform counterfeit
miracles. (v. 13-14)

They go out to all the kingdoms of the world, and are able to draw the kings to the site of the
battle. (v. 14)

The day of the Lord referred to in the OT is the same event referred to here as the "great day
of God Almighty". (v. 14)

A comment from the Lord here stresses the immediacy and suddenness of His coming, and
emphasizes the importance of being alert and watching for it. (v. 15)

7. The seventh bowl judgment. (v. 17-21)



As the seventh angel pours his bowl, we hear a voice saying "It is done". We only see this
statemen two other times in Scripture. The first is in John 19:30, as Jesus dies on the cross,
accomplishing man's redemption. The second is here, signifying unbelieving man's judgment.
The third is in Revelation 21: 6, signifying man's glorification and eternal life.

It is accompanied by the typical sounds of God's judgment and by a severe earthquake. It is
even more powerful than the one in 6:12-14, the sixth seal judgment.

All the cities of the nations collapse, and Babylon, the throne of antichrist, is split into three
pieces. (v. 19) God pours out His wrath full measure on that city, and event described in
more detail in Rev. 18.

Wholesale topographical changes will be in order from the severity of the quake. (v. 20)

In addition to the quake, hailstones roughly the size of suitcases will rain down on the earth.
Anything that the earthquake misses, the hailstones will get. This may be the opening volley
of the battle of Armageddon. (v. 21)

Men still refuse to repent. (v. 21)

From the drawing of the kings of the world to Armageddon in v. 14, we see that the time of the
Second Coming is at hand. Chapters 17 and 18 deal with visions that amplify things we have
already seen.
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