REVELATION

Session 17

Babylon the Great Falls

Scripture Covered: Revelation 17:1-18:24

The judgment of the “great prostitute” — false religion — and the sudden collapse of Babylon’s political and
economic power.

Last session, we saw the awful wrath of God poured out through the seven bowl judgments. We also saw
the kings of the world gather at a place called Armageddon for a climactic final showdown with the Lamb
and His forces. John presents two visions to us before that. The first, covered in Chapter 17, takes place
during the first half of the Tribulation, and ends at the midpoint of the Tribulation period. The second,
covered in Chapter 18, takes place at the time of the seventh bowl judgment.

17.1 The woman on the beast. (17: 1-18)
1. The angel's introduction and description. (v. 1-2)

One of the angels carrying the bowl judgments comes to John and offers to show him the
punishment of the "great prostitute"”, which, as we will see, represents the final false religious
system of the Tribulation, and by extension, all false religion throughout history. Note the
following:

e False religion is referred to here as prostitution, carrying on an OT theme that equates
unfaithfulness to God with marital infidelity. (v. 1)

e The fact that she sits on many waters is explained in v. 15. It means that the extent and
control of her domain in worldwide. (v. 1)

e The rulers of the world followed after this false religion. (v. 2)

e This false religion truly becomes "the opiate of the masses", to borrow a phrase from Karl
Marzx. (v. 2)



2. John's vision of the great prostitute. (v. 3-6)

Note the following about this vision:

The woman is seated on a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns. Careful readers of
Revelation and Daniel will recognize this beast as the antichrist. (v. 3) This means that the
false religious system and the antichrist will be allied at first. This happens at the beginning
of the Tribulation period.

She is dressed in purple and scarlet, the colors of royalty. She is covered with gold and
jewelry. The wealth and outward finery of the false church will be staggering. (v. 4)

However, the cup she holds (and the teaching she dispenses) is abominable to God, and filthy
in His sight. See Isaiah 64:6. (v. 4)

She has a title written on her forehead. It was a common custom for prostitutes of the day to
have their occupation spelled out in jewelry or written on their foreheads. It reads as follows:

MYSTERY - not something that has to be solved, necessarily, but something God has not yet
revealed.

BABYLON THE GREAT - Ancient history identifies Babylon as the seat of Satan worship in
those times.

THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH - Satan,
either directly or through his agents, is the author of every lie and filthy act ever conceived.

She was drunk with the blood of martyrs. (v. 6) Where Satan could not corrupt the church, he
has tried to kill it. More deaths have been caused by false religion than by just about any
other cause.

. The interpretation of the vision. (v. 7-18)

When John sees this, he is understandably astonished. (v. 7) The angel, as if John has seen this
type of thing every day, asks John why he is astonished. (v. 7) He now offers the explanation:

The beast is the antichrist. (v. 8) If he was, and now is not, and yet will come, it is logical to



assume that this is during the period when he is dead from the wound he receives. (13 :3) He
will be destroyed at Armageddon.

All the peoples who are not God's will follow the beast. (v. 8) This is a restatement of the
prophecy from 13:3-4.

The seven hills in v. 9 have been variously identified throughout time.

Rome has always been the favorite among Protestants, tying Roman Catholicism to this end-
time church, but it is merely speculation.

It is also fruitless to speculate about the identities and dominions of the seven kings
mentioned here. (v. 10) They are evidently part of this religious system, as they go to their
destruction with the antichrist. (v. 11)

The ten kings have been discussed in abundance prior to this. (v. 12-14) They will align
themselves with antichrist, and meet their end with him at Armageddon when Jesus returns.
We see next the literal explanation of the many waters from v. 1. The false religion's domain
is a wide one, encompassing every religion that will exist at that time, except orthodox
Christianity. (v. 15)

The antichrist and his rulers will turn on the false church. (v. 16) We have already seen that
this will take place at the middle of the Tribulation period, when antichrist breaks his treaty
with Israel, and sets himself up in the temple to be worshipped as God.

They will destroy the false church, and strip her of her great wealth. (v. 16)

God allows this to happen to accomplish His purpose. It is logical to assume that this purpose
is to eradicate the false church. (v. 17)

The world's religious systems have always had great political and social power. (v. 18)

17.2 The fall of Babylon. (18:1-24)

John has described for us the fall of spiritual Babylon, the false religion of the world. Here John
gives us the description of the fall of the second city of Babylon, the headquarters of the antichrist
and the seat of the one world government. That this is a literal city cannot be doubted, since to
fulfill Isaiah 13 & 51, Babylon must be completely and suddenly destroyed, an event that has not
yet occurred in history. By extension, this Babylon also represents the world's political and
economic system.

1. The announcement of the mighty angel. (v. 1-3)



John sees a mighty angel come down from Heaven, whose glory illuminates the earth. He
announces the following:

Babylon has fallen. (v. 2) This is the destruction described in 16:19.

Everything unclean and perverted has settled in the city. (v. 2)

All the kings of the earth have participated in this system, to the expense of following God.
She has made many rich. (v. 3)

2. The second announcement. (v. 4-8)

Another voice from Heaven makes the following announcement:

He calls God's people to come out of the world's city and system; a call issued to us even
today. (v. 4)

Her sins have reached the whole way to Heaven, and God remembers her crimes. It's not like
God forgot, it's just that now He will deal with them. (v. 5)

Just as the world's system has crushed and destroyed many, so too will it be destroyed. (v. 6)
In the eyes of the world, the new Babylon will be the glittering jewel of a new world order.
When God judges, it will be a place of punishment, torture, and grief (v. 7)

The world's system and its inhabitants believe that they will never fall, that nothing will ever
happen to them. (v. 7) Many unbelievers feel the same way today.

In one day, the city will be destroyed by fire, and death and mourning will be her lot. This will
be a display of God's power. (v. 8)

3. The reaction of the world's people. (v. 9-20)

The people who participated in this city and system will be bitterly grieved over its sudden
destruction. (v. 9-10)

The merchants of the world will be dismayed that there is no more market for their products.
(v. 11-13) Notice the extensive list of products still available, even after all the destruction.
The merchants will lament and be terrified over the city. (v. 14-17)

Even the sailors and sea captains will mourn the passing of the city, and with it their



livelihood. (v. 18-19)
The people of God, on the other hand, rejoice in her destruction.
e They have been mistreated by the world, and now God takes their vengeance for them. (v. 20)

. The angel's lament. (v. 21-24)

e A mighty angel casts a large millstone into the sea to indicate the violence with which

Babylon will be destroyed. (v. 21)

It will never rise again. (v. 21)

Music and the arts will never be seen in the city again. (v. 22)

No work or trade will ever be carried out there again. (v. 22)

There will never be light or joy there again. (v. 23)

The greatest men of the world ran to the world's system, and the spell of money and power it

has leads all the nations astray. (v. 23)

e The world's system kills those who cry out against it, and the roots of it are the roots of all
murder and death in the world. (v. 24)



