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The Return of the King
Scripture Covered: Revelation 19:1-21

Heaven rejoices at the marriage supper of the Lamb before Christ returns as the conquering rider on the white 
horse.

Now that we have seen John's visions of the destruction of the two Babylons (spiritual and 
political/economic), we have come to the scene of the climax of the antichrist's power, the battle of 
Armageddon. It is also the scene of his destruction. We will see how far short the greatest plans and 
efforts of man fall when compared to the power of God. We will see the wedding of the Lamb with His 
church in Heaven, the most joyous completion of our Christian life imaginable. We will also see 
unimaginable horror, as the forces of evil and dealt a crushing blow by the Lamb.
 
18.1 The marriage supper of the Lamb. (19:1-10) 

1. Praise in Heaven. (v. 1-5) 

The scene now suddenly shifts from earthly catastrophe to heavenly rejoicing. Note the 
following: 

 John hears a great multitude in heaven shouting. Undoubtedly these are the redeemed giving 
praise to God for His righteousness and justice. (v. 1) 

 They start out with the Greek "alleluia", or Hebrew "Hallelujah", a word found only in the NT 
here. Truly God is to be praised! (v. 2) 

 God is worthy of all glory for his justice and salvation. He is praised for judging the great 
prostitute, and avenging the blood of His servants. God's judgment may seem to take a long 
time to come, but come it surely will. (v. 2-3) 

 Again, they rejoice in the destruction of the city that is opposed to God and His earthly 



program. These verses may be seen in response to the call to worship issued in 18:20. (v. 4) 
 A voice comes from the throne of God, calling all God's servants to praise Him. 

2. The wedding supper of the Lamb. (19:6-10) 

Now comes the culmination of every Christian's life. To be invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb is the greatest honor ever bestowed throughout eternity. Notice the following details: 

 Again, we hear the great multitude praising God. It is louder than rushing water and thunder 
to John. (v. 6) 

 They praise God for His sovereignty and eternal reign. (v. 6) 
 They are rejoicing because the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride (the church) is 

ready. (v. 7) 
 Christ's bride is dressed in fine linen, which are the righteous acts of the saints. 
 Dr. Lehman Strauss writes, "Has it ever occurred to you ... that at the marriage of the Bride 

to the Lamb, each of us will be wearing the wedding garment of our own making?" See 
Matthew 22:1-14 for Jesus' parable of this event and importance of the proper clothing. (v. 8) 

 The angel tells John to write about the joy that being at this marriage supper will bring, and 
he testifies to it as God's truth. (v. 9) 

 John is so overcome by what he sees that he is even moved to worship the messenger. (v. 10) 
The angel rightly deflects this attempt at worship, and encourages John to worship only God. 
It is interesting to note that the angel considers himself only a fellow worker with all those 
who believe in Christ. He also tells John that the essence of prophecy (telling God's truth, not 
necessarily the future) is found in the testimony of Jesus. 

3. What will believers do during the Tribulation? 

Apart from a few glimpses into Heaven, Revelation does not mention the church from the 
Rapture in chapter 4 to the marriage supper in chapter 19. What happens in the meantime?  
Most commentators believe that during this period believers will be judged before the judgment 
seat of Christ. (Rom. 14:10-12) 

This judgment takes place on several criteria: 



 Each of us must give an account of ourselves before God. (Rom. 14:10-12) 
 We must give account of our stewardship of what God has entrusted to us. (Matthew 25:14-

28) 
 Our works will be tried by fire, to see they were gold, silver, or precious stones, in which case 

they will survive the test. The other option is building with wood, hay, or stubble, which will 
not survive. (1 Cor. 3:10-15) 

 We are not judged for our sins. Christ took our sins on Himself at Calvary, and by believing in 
Him, we are freed forever from sin and its’ penalty. (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 What we as Christians will be judged for is simply this: Considering what God has given you 
in time, talent, and treasure, how have you used it to further His Kingdom? 

18.2 The rider on the white horse. (19:11-21) 

We have seen the great glory and joy of the marriage supper of the Lamb, now we see the awful 
tragedy of the battle of Armageddon. Many OT passages, especially Zechariah 14, deal with this 
battle. We will not dwell on it greatly, other than to run down the basic facts. 

1. The Second Coming of Christ. (v. 11-16) 

 John sees Heaven open, and Jesus (here called Faithful and True) seated on a white horse. He 
is just in His judgments. (v. 11) 

 His description here parallels that of chapter 1. (v. 12) 
 He has a name written on Him that no one else knows. (v. 12) 
 His blood-dipped robe testifies to His sacrifice for us, and John once again refers to Him as 

the Word of God. (See John 1:1) (v. 13) 
 The armies of Heaven are those who have just been to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (v. 

14) 
 Again, we see the image of the sharp sword coming out of His mouth, from chapter 1.  

Hebrews 4: 12 tells us that the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword. Since 
everybody's word comes out of their mouth, we can safely assume that this is an image of 
God's Word being used in judgment against the unbelieving. (v. 15) 

 A quote from Psalms 2:9 remarks on Christ's millennial rule. (v. 15) 



 See Rev. 14:14-20 for a more complete description of the winepress of God's wrath. (v. 15) 
 He is recognized as the ultimate ruler. (v. 16) He is the real thing compared to the pale 

imitation of the antichrist. Before they die, men will finally see the imposter they have been 
following. (v. 16)

2. The battle of Armageddon (v. 17-21)

Now the stage is finally set for the climactic battle of history. It will take place on the plains of 
Megiddo, the site of numerous OT battles. (Jdg. 4, 5, and 7, 1 Sam 17, 31, 2 Kings 23) A few 
notes about it: 

 An angel announces the immensity of the slaughter that is about to take place. (v. 17 -18) He 
calls all the birds of the earth to come and eat their fill of the flesh of those who will die in the 
battle. 

 The antichrist and all his forces are gathered to make war on Christ and His army. (v. 19) 
Here we see the ultimate rebellion of man against God. Whatever rebellion man has harbored 
in his heart against God, this is the only time man has gathered to actually go to war against 
God Himself. 

 The antichrist and false prophet are captured and cast alive into the lake of fire. (v. 20) 
 The rest of the gathered army is killed. (v. 21) 

3. Some notes from Zechariah. (Zech. 14) 

Zechariah 14:1-15 contains a rather complete description of the battle. Here are a few notes 
from there: 

 Jerusalem will be captured as part of the battle. (v. 1-2) 
 The Lord will set down on the Mount of Olives, completing the prophecy of the angel in Acts 

1. 
 The Mount of Olives will be split in two, forming a valley for the remnant of Israel to flee into. 

(v. 3-5) 
 The climate and normal meteorological cycles will be disrupted. (v. 6-7) 
 Jerusalem will be elevated and secure forever and living water will flow from it. (v. 8, 10-11) 



 During the millennium, the Lord will be the earth's only king. (v. 9-10) 
 The people who oppose God at the battle will be stricken with great panic, and with some sort 

of plague. They will attack one another. (v. 12-15)

NOTES


