REVELATION

Session 19

The Millennium and the Great White Throne

Scripture Covered: Revelation 20:1-15
Satan is bound, Christ reigns for a thousand years, and the unsaved dead face final judgment.

After we spent all those weeks building up to the battle of Armageddon, we saw last week that there was
not a whole lot to it. We saw the impotence of man when stacked up against the omnipotence of God. We
have seen the end of the antichrist and the false prophet. The mightiest army earth has ever assembled
has been crushed by the mightiest army Heaven has ever assembled. Now we move to Christ's earthly
reign, a time of peace and prosperity unequaled on earth, before or since.

19.1 The binding of Satan. (20:1-3)
1. John is now privileged to see the capture and imprisonment of Satan. We can note the following:

e The angel coming down from Heaven has the key to the Abyss. (v. 1) Remember it from 9:1-27
It is the prison for demons on earth.

e In the other hand he carries a great chain. He takes Satan and binds him up for a period of
1,000 (mille) years. (anum) (v. 2) These Latin words are from where we derive the word
“millennium."

e He casts Satan into the Abyss and locks it over him, sealing him in. (v. 3)

e Satan will not be allowed to deceive the people of the earth at all during the 1,000 years. (v.
3)

e Why must Satan be set free at the end of the 1,000 years?

0 The millennium will be a time of peace and prosperity unequaled in history. Man will not
be able to use the excuse that economics has kept him from God. (Isa 30:23-25, Joel 2:21-
27)

0 The millennium will be a time when Christ reigns personally from the earth in Jerusalem,



and will be worshipped there. (Zech. 14:16-19) Men will not be able to use the excuse that
they could not follow a God that they could not see.

o Satan will be bound away from deceiving the nations during that entire time. (Rev. 20:3)
Men will not be able to use the excuse that the devil or outside influences caused them to
sin.

2. During the millennium, it will be clear to all that man's sinful nature is internal. With completely
perfect surroundings, he will still be a sinner.

19.2 The millennial kingdom of Christ. (20:4-6)

1.

The following verses give some detail on the organization and structure of Christ's millennial
kingdom. Note the following details from Revelation 20 and other Scriptures:

Church age believers will be given areas to rule for Christ. (v. 4) The hierarchy will be
determined by the results of Christ's judgment seat. (Rom. 14:10-12) The parable of the
talents that those who are faithful with things entrusted to them by God on earth will be given
larger areas of responsibility in the millennium.

The tribulation saints will be resurrected at that time to reign with Christ. (v. 4-5) They will
not be affected by the general resurrection of the lost at the end of time, but will rule and
reign with Christ. (v. 6)

. It will be a time of bliss on earth. Note the following areas:

Peace. (Isa 9:4-7)

Joy. (Zeph. 3: 14-17)

Holiness. (Zech. 14:20-21)

Justice. (Isa 9:7)

Instruction. (Micah 4:2)

The curse of creation (Isa. 65:25) and sickness removed. (Jer. 30:17)

Freedom from oppression (Zech. 9:11-12) and protection. (Isa 41 :8-14)

There will be fruitful labor during this time. (Isa 62:8)

There will be reproduction during that time. (Ezek. 47:22) Man will still carry a sinful nature,



so salvation will still be necessary.
e There will be great economic prosperity. (Micah 4:1)
e There will be a true one-world religion, based on Christ. (Zech. 14:16)

It will be a time of joy and peace such as the world has never seen before. Man's heart, however,
still will not be changed by it, as we shall see.

19.3 The release of Satan and the final showdown. (20:7-10)

Now we see that all the peoples of the world to turn away from God at the first opportunity. Notice
the following:

e Satan is released from his prison at the end of the 1,000 years. (v. 7) It is for the purpose of
deceiving the nations and forcing one final confrontation between good and evil.

e The entire world will be deceived. (v. 7) Gog and Magog are not literal places or people at
this point, but rather general names for the group of unbelieving man.

e As they gather for battle, their numbers are so great that they cannot be counted. (v. 7-8)

e They march from all over the world and surround the camp of God's people at Jerusalem. (v.
9) This army must be even larger than the one arrayed against God at the battle of
Armageddon.

e Christ does not even fight the battle personally, but rather fire falls from Heaven and destroys
the entire army. (v. 9) It takes even less time that the last battle.

e The devil is thrown into the lake of fire, where the antichrist and false prophet are. (v, 10)
This time there is no release, and he will be tormented forever and ever.

11.4 The judgment of the dead. (20:11-15)

Now that the struggle on earth is finally over, it is time for the final judgment of man. Here are
some facts:

e John sees a great white throne, and someone is seated on it. From John 5:22-23 we can
assume that the figure on the throne is Jesus. (v. 11) Only Jesus can fully judge man from a
position of having been one.



The event will be lifted out of the time-space realm that we know. The old earth and sky
disappear, setting the stage for the new heaven and earth that will be introduced immediately
following this judgment. (v. 11)

John then sees the dead standing before the throne for judgment. (v. 12) These are not
believers. Our sin has already been judged at Calvary, and we do not have to stand in
judgment for it. We will, however, stand at Christ's judgment seat to be judged on our earthly
service to God's kingdom.

The books of men's deeds are opened, and also the book of life. (v. 12) The basis of man's
judgment will be the life he has lived, since anyone who rejects Christ is saying by that act
that they desire to be judged on their own merits.

The sea, death, and Hades all give up their dead, indicating that this judgment is universal.
(v.13)

Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire, which is the final dwelling place for all that will
spend eternity apart from God. (v. 14) It is the second, and eternal, death.

Anyone whose name is not written in the book of life is cast in as well. (v. 15) The only way to
get into the book of life is to accept Jesus as Savior.



