REVELATION

Session 2

The Risen Christ Appears

Scripture Covered: Revelation 1:1-20
John’s opening greeting to the seven churches and his overwhelming vision of the glorified Christ on Patmos.

2.1 Beautiful book, very symmetrical.

One of the outstanding features of this prophecy is its order and symmetry.

Points to remember:

1. The book shifts between the heavenly and earthly scenes without warning.
2. The end will be very much like the beginning, only completing it. Scripture is like a circle in

that regard, coming right back around again.

3. It is fruitless and pointless to get hung up on individual elements of visions a whole lot,

because a good working understanding of the book does not require every detail to be nailed
down. Indeed, many details are impossible to declare with certainty.

2.2 Introduction (1: 1-3)

Several things are immediately evident from this introduction:

The revelation is from Jesus Christ, not any earthly source.

The revelation is for His servants, not the world.

Soon in God's eyes is not the same as soon in man's eyes. However, he does emphasize the
immediacy of these events twice.

John personally saw everything he is about to record.

A blessing is pronounced on those who read this prophecy, not just for edification, but to take



2.3

2.4

it to heart.
Opening remarks and doxology by John. (1:4-8)

John opens his letter by greeting the seven churches in the province of Asia (modem-day Turkey)
that this letter is originally to be sent to. We will see them in more detail in Chapters 2-3. He
emphasizes the eternal, unchanging nature of God in v. 4, highlights Jesus as the firstborn from the
dead (v. 5), and praises Him for freeing people from their sins. God Himself then echoes John's
praises (v. 8).

John's vision of Jesus (1:9-20)

As we explained last time, John is writing this from the island of Patmos, where the Emperor
Domitian exiled him. He was worshiping God on the Lord's Day, when Jesus came and ordered him
to record the visions he would see. When he turned to see who was speaking, he saw his Lord and
friend he had not seen for 60 years.

This is who he saw:

Someone like a "son of man". (Daniel 7: 13)

Garbed in a full-length priest's robe (v. 13)

Golden sash around his waist (v, 13)

Head and hair white like wool (v. 14)

Eyes like blazing fire (v. 14, I Cor. 3:13)

Feet like burnished bronze (v. 15)

Voice like rushing waters (v. 15, Psalm 29:3-9)

Seven stars in His right hand (v. 16)

Sharp double-edged sword from His mouth (Heb. 4: 12)
Face shining like the sun (v. 16)

e John's reaction is the natural one. He falls to worship his Friend and Lord.
e Jesus comforts him, restates His eternal nature and victory, and explains the seven stars and
lamp stands to him.



The lamp stands are the seven churches to which he writes, by extension to the whole body of
Christ, and the seven stars, rendered here angels, or messengers.

e The Greek here is aggelos, normally translated angel. We have no other indication that a local
church has an angel, so messenger, or pastor, is probably indicated.
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