REVELATION

Session 20

The New Jerusalem — Our Eternal Home

Scripture Covered: Revelation 21:1-22:21
A new heaven and a new earth, the glory of the New Jerusalem, and Revelation’s closing invitation to the reader.

The battles are all over; the antichrist, false prophet, and Satan himself have been defeated and cast into
the lake of fire. All unbelievers have been judged and cast into the lake of fire. The end of time is at hand,
and now eternity begins.

20.1 The appearance of the New Jerusalem. (21: 1-8)

The new Jerusalem now makes its’ appearance from Heaven. It is interesting to note that John also
sees a new heaven and new earth. From all the disasters and death the old world has experienced,
it is obvious that it is beyond repair. Note the following items about the appearing:

We have discussed the new heaven and earth, but why no sea? The sea in John's day was seen

as an omen of death. Storms would spring up suddenly and kill and people who sailed off into

it were sometimes never seen again. (v. 1)

The new Jerusalem descends from heaven, looking radiant as a bride. (v. 2) Just imagine the

beautiful sight that awaits us.

The loud voice from the throne we have heard before tells John that from now on, God will

dwell with men. (v. 3) This restores the condition that existed before the fall in Genesis 3. We

will see that much in Revelation 21-22 restores things lost in the fall.

Old memories and sadness will lose their sting as God wipes every tear from our eyes. (v. 4)

The curse of death is removed, as well as the curse of fallen physical bodies. (v. 4)

Now John sees a familiar figure on the throne of Heaven. Notice what the Lord tells John:

o The Lord says that he is renewing all things. (v. 5) He also tells John to record these
events, saying that all he sees is true. (v. 5)



o Jesus tells John it is finally all finished. Jesus is now all in all, and He will give eternal life
to anyone who asks for it. (v. 6)

o Those who overcome will be a child of God forever, and will inherit a place in the new
Jerusalem. (v. 7)

o Jesus again details the fate of those who did not place their faith in Him, even naming their
sins. (v. 8)

20.2 The physical stature of the new Jerusalem. (21:9-27)

Now the scene in John's vision shifts to the new earth, where John is visited by an angel who shows
him some remarkable things:

They ascend in the Spirit to the top of a high mountain, and there John witnesses the Holy
City descending from Heaven. (v. 9-10)

God's glory illuminates it, and it shines like a precious jewel. (v. 11) The largest gemstone
most of us have seen is the Hope diamond. Imagine the radiance of something so huge.

It has twelve gates, three to a side, and an angel stands guard at each gate. (v. 12, 13)

The gates had written on them the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. (v. 12) This is
significant in that no one can enter that city without passing through Israel in a very real
sense. The Savior from Israel is what is required.

The city rests on twelve foundations, each one bearing the name one of the twelve apostles.
(v. 14) See Ephesians 2:19-22 for another example of the apostles as foundation.

Now the scene shifts slightly as the angel takes John on a tour of the great city, measuring as
he goes:

The city is laid out as a great cube or pyramid. (v. 15-16) In modern dimensions, it is roughly
1400 miles square. If placed on the US, it would reach from New York to Denver and from
Canada to Florida. It is as high as it is wide. It will have plenty of room for all the saved of
eternity. Another perspective is that it is roughly two-thirds the size of the moon.

The walls of the city are two hundred feet thick (v. 17), and are of jasper. (v. 18) Jasperis a
gem as transparent and beautiful as diamond.

The city itself is made of pure gold. (v. 18)

Each of the stones in the city's foundation is brightly colored, and they are listed here. (v. 19-
20) Some are familiar, some not.



Each of the twelve gates is made of a single pearl. (v. 21)

The main street of the city is made of transparent gold. (v. 21) This is where we get the vision

of loved ones walking the streets of gold. Departed loved ones are with the Lord, which is

better by far, but the streets of gold have to wait until the new Jerusalem.

Now the scene shifts from the description of the Holy City to the activities that will take place

there:

o There is no need of a temple or a church in the city, because God will be there, and
worship will take place constantly. (v. 22)

o There will not be celestial bodies to give light, because the presence of God will light it
eternally. (v. 23)

o Many Bible scholars believe that the new earth will orbit about the new Jerusalem, and
draw its light from the Holy City. (v. 24)

o The gate will never have to be shut, for there will be no more darkness or evil to contend
with. (v. 25)

o The nations of the earth will bring their treasures into it, indicating some type of economic
activity. (v. 26)

o No impure things or persons can enter it, but only the redeemed from all eternity. (v. 27)

The angel provides John at the start of chapter 22 with more description of the Holy City:

Now the water of life that Jesus spoke of in John 4 can be seen as a literal river flowing down
the main street of the city, refreshing all who come to it. (v. 1-2)

The tree of life, taken from Adam and Eve at the fall, is restored to man. (v. 2) It bears
continuously, and its leaves are used for healing. (v. 2)

The curse will be lifted from man and the earth, and God will dwell with man. (v. 3)

It will be a place of service. (v. 3)

We will see the face of God. (v. 4) That should be enough to blow you away right there!

God's name will be on our foreheads, sealing us forever as those who belong to Him. (v. 4)
Again, there will be no night. God Himself will give light to the city. (v. 5)

We will reign with Jesus forever and ever. (v. 5)

The angel again testifies to the truth of these things, and mentions His divine commission. (v.
6)



20.3 Closing comments. (22:7-21)

The vision is complete. Notice the following words of Jesus, the final ones recorded:

Jesus testifies to the immediacy of His corning. (v. 7) He then blesses those who obey His
Word. (v. 7)

When John sees and hears the conclusion of these things, he is so overcome that he falls
down to worship at the angel's feet. (v. 8) The angel rightly rebukes him for doing so,
reminding John that he, and all believers, are fellow servants with him. (v. 9) He commands
him to worship God alone!

He then tells John to make the prophecy available to all. (v. 10-11) Contrast this with Daniel
12:9-10, where the prophecy is sealed up until the proper time. The angel notes that even the
words of this prophecy will have no effect on those who are determined to do evil.

Jesus again reinforces the immediacy of His corning. (v. 12) He also recounts His judgment
that He will bring. (v. 12)

He tells us that He is the sum total of everything that there is. (v. 13)

He again blesses those who wash their robes in His blood, cleaning themselves of sin. (v. 14)
They may enter the Holy City and have eternal life. (v. 14)

Those who are sinners are not allowed into the city. (v. 15) This verse alone is enough to
refute the doctrine of universal salvation.

Jesus testifies to the authority of the angel to deliver the message. (v. 16)

The prophecy ends with an invitation to come and drink of the living water, and take the free
gift of God's salvation. (v. 17)

John now closes the letter with a few warnings, and closing comments:

John warns against tampering with the prophecy he has written. (v. 18-19) Whoever adds to
them will experience the plagues that it lists, and whoever takes away from it will not enter
eternal life. These are the actions of unbelievers.

Jesus' last recorded words once again testify to the immediacy of His coming. (v. 20) We see
this three times in 13 verses for emphasis.

John gives the amen and closes with a brief benediction. (v. 21)



