REVELATION

Session 3

Letters to the Seven Churches, Part 1

Scripture Covered: Revelation 2:1-17

Christ’s personal messages to Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos — churches praised for endurance but warned
about compromise.

3.1

Seven letters for seven churches (2:1-3:22)
The letters to the seven churches may be interpreted on different levels.
Literal - That Jesus has a direct message for seven literal churches that existed at that time.

Composite - That these messages apply to all churches at all times. At any given time during
church history, churches that exhibit all of these characteristics can be found. Furthermore, in any
given local church, individuals that exhibit any or all of these characteristics may be found.

Chronological - There is a school of thought that these seven churches provide a broad prophetic
outline of the sweep of church history from Pentecost to the Rapture. This should not be pressed
too strongly because not every church in a prophetic period will act according to the characteristic
church for that age.

. Ephesus (2: 1-7) - the desirable church

Ephesus was the major city in the province of Asia, and one of the three main cities in the Eastern
Roman Empire. The temple of Diana, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, was located here.
Paul ministered here for three years.

e Strengths.



Busy about God's work and persevered. (2:2)

Cannot tolerate wickedness. (2:3)

Tested false teachers. (2:3)

Endured hardship without growing weary. (2:3)

Would not tolerate the Nicolaitans (compromisers). (2:6)
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e Weaknesses.

o They forsook their first love. (2:4) They were so busy with God's work, they forgot about
God.

e Christ's Advice.
o Remember where you once were in Christ. (2:5)
o Repent of your drifting from Him. (2:5)

o While believers never fall from grace, churches can. (2:5) There is no Christian church within
miles of Ephesus today.

e What the overcomer receives.

o The right to eat from the tree of life in God's paradise. (2:7)
o This is the right that Adam and Eve forfeited when they ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

2. Smyrna (2:8-11) - the martyr church
Smyrna was a trade city on main route 35-40 miles north of Ephesus. Many Jews lived there,
making life difficult for Christians. It was noted for its’ schools of science and medicine, and was

the home of the temple of Bacchus, the god of wine.

e Strengths.



o Suffered poverty for Christ's sake. (v. 9)
o Suffered persecution for Christ's sake. (v. 9, 10)

e Weaknesses.
o None listed.
e Christ's Advice.

o Do not be afraid. (v. 10)
o Be faithful. (v. 11)

e What the overcomer receives.
o They will not be hurt at all by the second death. (v. 11, 20: 14)
3. Pergamos (2: 12-17) - the compromising church.

Pergamos was the political capital of Asia. It was 75 miles north of Ephesus. It boasted a library of
over 200,000 volumes. Parchment was first used here.

e Strengths.
o Remained true to the faith, even though they lived in Satan's earthly headquarters city. (v.
13)
o Remained faithful even when members were martyred. (v. 13)

e Weaknesses.

o Some of their members held to the doctrine of Balaam. In the OT (Numbers 22-24), he was
paid to curse Israel, but would not. You may remember him from his talking donkey. He then



NOTES

o

entered in with the nation Israel and led them astray by immorality. This doctrine taught
compromise with the world. (v. 14)
Others held to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. (v. 15) See Ephesus.

Christ's Advice.

o

Repent! (v. 16)

What the overcomer receives.

o
o

Hidden manna, speaking of special fellowship with Christ. (v. 17)

White stone with new name written on it. (v. 17) What the character of this new name is, how
it is determined, or what it signifies is unclear. This could be a reminder of Christ's devotion
to the believer, and ours to him.



