
REVELATION
Session 4

Letters to the Seven Churches, Part 2
Scripture Covered: Revelation 2:18-3:22

The remaining letters to Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, and what each reveals about the church 
through the ages.

4.1 Seven letters to seven churches (cont.)

2. Thyatira (2: 18-27) - the sacrificing church.

Thyatira was 35 miles southeast of Pergamos. It was a headquarters for many trade guilds, such as 
weavers, bakers, potters, and tanners, to name a few. Lydia, Paul's first European convert, was 
from here. (Acts 16:14) 

 Strengths. 

o Good deeds. (v. 19) 
o Love and faith evident. (v. 19) 
o Service. (v. 19) 
o Perseverance. (v. 19) 
o Growing in the Lord's service. (v. 19) 

 Weaknesses. 

o They tolerated the prophetess, Jezebel (either a namesake, or by example). Whether Jesus 
referred to the OT Jezebel in naming this woman, or that was really her name, she was a false 
teacher. Her heresies included sexual immorality and idolatry. (vv. 20-24) 



 Christ's Advice. 

o Hold on to what you have until I come. (v. 25)

 What the overcomer receives. 

o Authority over the nations (during the Millennium). (vv. 26-27) 
o The Morning Star. (v. 28) 

3. Sardis (3: 1-6) - the back-slidden church. 

Sardis was 30 miles south of Thyatira. It was built on a cliff, and though to be unconquerable, but 
was taken twice when the guards fell asleep. Coins were first minted here, and it had a flourishing 
carpet industry. 

 Strengths. 

o A few people walked with the Lord and kept themselves pure.

 Weaknesses. 

o They had a good reputation, but were really dead. (v. 1) 
o Deeds were not complete in God's sight. (v. 2) 

 Christ's Advice. 

o Strengthen what is about to die. (v. 2) 
o Obey what you have received and heard. (v. 3) 
o Repent! (v. 3)

 What the overcomer receives. 



o Be dressed in white (Christ's righteousness). (v. 5) 
o Name will never be blotted out of the book of life. (v. 5) 
o Christ will acknowledge his name before the Father. (v. 5)

4. Philadelphia (3:7-13) - the loving church.  

Philadelphia was 30 miles southeast of Sardis. Its’ population was heavily Jewish. It was built in 200 
BC, destroyed by an earthquake and rebuilt by Tiberius in 17 AD.

 Strengths. 

o Stayed true to God's Word. (v. 8) 
o Stayed true to God's name. (v. 8) 
o Endured the earthly tribulation patiently. (v. 10) 

 Weaknesses. 

o None listed.

 Christ's Advice. 

o Hold on, so no one can take your rewards. (v. 11) 

 What the overcomer receives. 

o Permanent residency in heaven. (v. 12) 
o New names. (v. 12) 
o Deliverance from the hour of trial. (v. 10) 

5. Laodicea (3:14-22) - the lukewarm church.

Laodicea lies about 45 miles southeast of Philadelphia. It  was a very wealthy city,  and had an 



excellent medical school. It was famous for its’ manufacture of eye salve and rich garments. 

 Strengths. 

o None listed. (Only church so disgraced.) 

 Weaknesses. 

o Lukewarm toward the things of God. (v. 15) 
o Reliant on self rather than God. (v. 17) 

 Christ's Advice.

o Obtain Christ's riches, clothes, and balms. (v. 18) 
o Open the door when Christ knocks. (v. 20) 
o Be earnest and repent. (v. 19) 

 What the overcomer receives. 

o The right to sit with Jesus on His throne. (v. 21) 

All the letters end the same way, "He who has an ear, let him hear with the Spirit says to the churches." As 
we will see next lesson, the time is at hand when the Lord could come at any moment. These passages 
should aid us in assessing our strengths and weaknesses, and ways we can improve by Christ’s counsel, 
because blessed is the servant He finds ready! 

NOTES


