
REVELATION
Session 5

The Rapture of the Church
Scripture Covered: Revelation 4:1

Why chapter 4 marks a turning point in the book, and the biblical case for the church being caught up before the 
Tribulation begins.

5.1 The Rapture. (4:1)

Everything we have studied up to this point in the book has been in the past. Starting with chapter 
4, verse 1, and continuing through the rest of the book, we will look at events that are yet to 
come. 

1. The open door in heaven. 

John sees an open door in heaven, and the trumpet-like voice calls him up to go through it. Due 
to the resemblance to I Corinthians 15:52, and 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, many interpreters believe 
that at this point in the narrative, the rapture takes place. (v. 1) 

2. Explanation of the pre-tribulational rapture position. 

The church has been referred to 19 times in the first 3 chapters of the Book of Revelation. It is 
not mentioned again until 19:7, at the marriage supper of the Lamb. What happened to it? Was 
it completely wiped out by Satan's persecutions? Matthew 16: 18 says the gates of hell will 
never prevail against the church. So where is the church? 

3. Events of the Rapture. 

 Christians will be alive at that time. (1 Cor. 15:51) 



 Lord will come down from Heaven. (1 Th. 4:16) 
 A loud shout, voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God. (1 Th 4:16) 
 We will all be changed. (no partial rapture!) (1 Cor. 15:51) 
 The dead will be first be raised incorruptible. (v. 52) 
 Death will be defeated for us! (v. 54-57) 
 We will meet the Lord in the air. (1 Th. 4: 17) 
 We will be with the Lord forever. (1 Th. 4: 17) 

What biblical evidences place the rapture at the beginning of the Tribulation period, rather than the 
middle or the end? 

 We believe the Rapture and the Second Coming are two separate events. 
 At the Second Coming, Christ returns the whole way to the earth. (Rev. 19: 19 - 20:4) A great 

army dressed in white (19: 14) also accompanies him, which is the church. By contrast, 1 Th. 4: 
17 clearly states that we will meet the Lord in the air at the Rapture.

 1 Thessalonians 5:9 and Revelation 3: 10 both tell us that, as believers, God will not allow His 
wrath to be poured out on His children. As we will see, God's judgments begin shortly after the 
passage we are studying.

 Matthew 24:36-44 tells us that no man knows the day or the hour of the coming of the Son of 
Man. 
o We understand from the 70 weeks of Daniel that the Lord will return (the Second Coming) 

one “week” (7 years) after the treaty with Israel. 
o That is, while not the exact second, fairly knowable.  The Greek word “Parousia” or coming, 

can refer to either event, dependent on context. 
o We will see that events on earth are not going to be business as usual by the end of the 

Tribulation.
 The restraining influence that holds back the Antichrist must be taken away. (2 Th. 2:7) 

o That influence has always been interpreted to be the Holy Spirit, who indwells all Christians 
at the moment they are saved. 

o God's common grace is evident throughout the whole world as well. Christ said in John 14: 
16-17 that the Holy Spirit would remain with us forever. 

o If the Holy Spirit must be removed from earth to allow the Antichrist to be revealed, the 
Christians in whom that same Holy Spirit dwells must be removed as well. 



o To do otherwise would cause Christ to go back on His Word. 
 One thing we should understand is that while Christians may differ as to the timing and place, the 

thing that all orthodox Christians agree on is that Jesus will return.
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