REVELATION

Session 6

Worship Around the Throne

Scripture Covered: 2 Corinthians 5; 1 Corinthians 3; Revelation 4:2-5:14

The Judgment Seat of Christ, the awe-inspiring throne room scene, and the search for someone worthy to open the
scroll.

6.1 The judgment seat of Christ.

What will church-age Christians be doing while the events of the Tribulation unfold on earth? 2
Corinthians 5 and 1 Corinthians 3, along with Jesus' own words, tell us.

1. The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:9-11)

e The aim is to please God throughout our lives so that we may please Him in the day in which
we stand before Him.

e The Greek for the word “receive” in the NKJV can also be rendered “tend to”. We are not
appointed to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation. This judgment is not for salvation, but
rather what we did with what we were given. See Matthew 25:14-30.

2. The means and manner of the judgment. (1 Cor. 3:11-15)

e We know this is referring to Christians because of the foundation on which we are building,
which is Christ. How we build on this foundation is up to us.

e Paul lists two classes of materials, those which will last, and those which will not. They will
be tested in that day to see if they can survive into eternity. See Matt 12:36.

e See Revelation 1:14 for the source of the fire. If our works survive, we will be rewarded. If
not, we will still be saved, but our reward will be what we have already received on earth.
See Matt 6:2,5,16.



6.2 Scenes of worship in heaven. (4:2-11)

Now John is transported in the Spirit into the very throne room of heaven itself. One thing we
must keep in mind is the limits of John’s ability to describe the indescribable, in vision and
experience.

1. The glory of the Father on the throne. (v. 2)

Jasper is a white stone, which may refer to the purity and holiness of God. (v. 3)

Carnelian is a fiery red stone, which may refer to God's grace through the shed blood of
Christ. (v. 3)

A beautiful emerald-green rainbow encircles the throne. (v.3)

The twenty-four elders may represent a composite of the Old and New Testament saints. (12
tribes of Israel, 12 apostles)

We will see that thunder and lightning always proceed an outbreak of God's judgment in the
book. (v. 5) The first one is right around the corner.

The crystal sea would have been unlike anything John had ever seen before, reflecting the
majesty and magnificence of God. (v. 6)

2. The four living creatures. (v. 6-9)

They appear to be like cherubim and seraphim, but not exactly so. It appears they are a special
class of being that dwell at the throne of God.

Each had a different face. (lion, ox, man, eagle)

Each had six wings and was covered with eyes.

Their job seems to be offering a continual stream of praise to God. (v. 8)

When they worship, everybody worships.

Doxology praises the Creator and Sustainer God. (v. 11)

6.3 What to do about this scroll? (5: 1-14)

God is holding in His hand a scroll, fully written on and sealed with seven seals. (v. 1) In Roman



times, only matters of life and death were sealed with seven seals. Many commentators believe this
to be the title deed to the earth, or the actual written sentence of the judgments. A search was
made to find someone worthy to open it. (v.2)

No man is, because no man ever triumphed over sin and death by himself (v. 3)

John was greatly upset that God's program appeared to be at a standstill. (v. 4)

One of the elders rightly pointed out that Christ the Lion has triumphed

over anything and everything on the earth, and can take possession of it.

He also is the only one who is worthy to pass judgment on the earth. (v. 5) John sees Jesus as a
lamb, looking to have been violently slain, at the center of throne. (v. 6)

Seven horns refer to His omnipotence, and the seven eyes refer to His omniscience. (v. 6)
When Jesus takes the scroll, the elders and living creatures bow to worship. (v. 7-8)

They sing of His worthiness to pass judgment on the earth. He is the very one who has
purchased all believers from these judgments. (v. 9-10)

All the angels sing praises to Lamb. (v. 11-12)

Everything in creation praises the Lamb. (v. 13-14)

6.4 Applications.

NOTES

Just before all the troubles on earth, we have had a glimpse of heaven, where Christ is central,
and is adored and worshiped above all else.

It would serve us well to remember that Jesus’ prayer was for heaven's program to be earth's
program (Mt 6: 10).

It is God's will that Christ be exalted, both in Heaven and on earth.



