
REVELATION
Session 7

The Seals Are Opened
Scripture Covered: Revelation 6:1-8

The Tribulation begins as Christ opens the first four seals, unleashing the antichrist and the other riders of the 
apocalypse.

7.1 Seven seals commence the tribulation (6: 1-15) 

We have seen that the Scroll with the seven seals was been given to Christ in Ch. 5 of Revelation. 
Now He opens the seals, one by one. 

1. Revealing of the antichrist (6:1-2) 

Much credit to "The Truth about the Antichrist and his Kingdom", Thomas Ice & Timothy 
Demy, Pocket Prophecy Series, Harvest House Publishers. 

a. Who is the antichrist? 

From the Scriptures, we see the following: 

 He is of Gentile origin. (Dan 11) 
 He is a man of deceit. (Dan 11:21) 
 He will be introduced as a man of peace. (Dan 9:24-27, Rev. 6: 1-2) 
 He will counterfeit the person and work of Christ. (2 Th 2:3-4) 
 He will die and be resurrected by Satan. (Rev 13:3,14) 
 He will have authority over the whole earth. (Rev 13: 7) 

b. His chronology.



 At the beginning of the tribulation, he will be seen as a great statesman, being swept into 
power by popular acclaim. 

 During the first 3 1/2 years of the tribulation period, he will maintain the covenant with 
Israel. 

 At the midway point of the tribulation, he will break the covenant with Israel, and declare 
himself to be God. His fatal wound will have taken place about this time. (Dan 9:24-27) 

 He will meet his end at the battle of Armageddon. (Rev 19:20) 

c. His first appearance. 

 He is the rider on the first horse, the white one. 
 Most commentators agree that this white horse signifies a cold war, or bloodless one, 

where the Antichrist will use diplomatic intrigue to gain power. (Dan 8:23, 11:21) 
 Make no mistake; he is bent on conquest. By the time he is done, the whole world will be 

in subjection to him. 

d. What form or structure will his power take? 

 In Daniel 7:8 and 24-25, we see that out of the fourth beast (Roman Empire), ten kings 
would come. 

 This could either refer to ten literal European nations, or to ten worldwide trading zones 
that become politically aligned, after the pattern of the European Union. 

 The antichrist will rise up and rule over them (v. 24). 
 Three kings (nations) will have to be subdued. (See the next seal for a possible 

explanation.) 
 Scripture is silent on nations besides these we see here, and Israel, to a large extent.  

Some commentators believe that this means that the United States must fall, either totally 
or practically.

 There is no reference to the United States at all, whether to high or low standing, or any 
standing at all.

e. Second seal judgment - World War III (6:3-4) 



 After the antichrist rides out to pursue his diplomatic program, a rider will shortly follow 
him on a red horse, who takes peace from the earth and starts wars. 

 The antichrist promises peace, only God delivers. 
 Countless millions will die in these wars, giving more suffering and grief to a world 

struggling to put itself back together from the chaos of the Rapture. 
 This war may be the result of the antichrist's attempts to subdue the three kings, 

uprooting them to establish his authority completely (Dan 7:24-25). 

(Did you ever think of the destruction the Rapture will cause on earth? Perhaps 200-300 
million people will suddenly disappear. 1/3 of them will be asleep roughly, but the other 2/3 
will be doing things like driving cars, operating on people, flying airplanes, and operating 
heavy equipment? Ever see what a driver-less car can do? Multiply that by about 20 million or 
so. What if the guy monitoring the safety equipment at the nuclear plant is a Christian?) 

f. Third seal judgment - Famine (Rev. 6:5-6) 

 War and famine always go hand in hand. The civilian population is always the one to 
suffer the most during intense warfare. 

 In the day in which John wrote, a day's wages would buy approximately eight measures 
of wheat, or 24 of cheaper, less nutritious barley. 

 In this day, we see that a day's wages will barely be enough to keep a family alive. 
 In post-World War I Germany, inflation was so bad that people were said to literally take 

their money to the store in shopping bags, and leave with their groceries in their purses. 
It will be much the same, only worse. 

 Ironically, the voice tells them not to damage the oil and wine. These items, that only the 
rich can afford, will not be affected by this judgment. 

 This is also a striking picture of the effects of war. The poor and middle class are the 
ones who typically suffer the brunt of the economic burden. 

g. Fourth seal - Death and Hades (Rev. 6:7-8) 

 When war and famine come, death and hell cannot be far behind them. 



 From the wars that break out and the famines that come, and the pestilence that naturally 
follows, over 2 billion people will lose their lives. 

 Believers and non-believers are both under this seal judgment. The difference is that hell 
has no power over the tribulation saint. Matthew 10:28b says, "Rather, be afraid of the 
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell." 

 Untold millions will depart into a Christ-less eternity, just from this one judgment. 
 On a related note, in v. 8 where John writes about the wild beasts of the earth, this does 

not necessarily mean that lions, tigers, and bears will be running amok. "Beast" in the 
Greek refers to any untamed organism regardless of size. 

 Rats, bacteria, and viruses run rampant whenever there is war or famine. It is entirely 
possible that our recent pandemic troubles could be amplified greatly in these days. 

 If any future war is nuclear or biological in nature, the resultant conditions will easily be 
as bad as Scripture depicts. 

 That’s not even discussing gain-of-function research on viruses.  If the next virus to be 
weaponized is an Ebola-type plague, it could get very bad, very fast.

NOTES


