REVELATION

Session 8

144,000 Sealed for God

Scripture Covered: Revelation 6:9-7:17

The fifth and sixth seals reveal martyrs crying out for justice and a shattering earthquake, followed by God’s
sealing of 144,000 Jewish evangelists.

8.1 Seven seals commence the Tribulation (cont.)
a. Fifth seal - a scene in heaven (6:9-11)

When the fifth seal is opened, a group of souls is seen crying out for justice. They can be
identified as follows:

e They cannot be the martyrs of the church age. The church has already been seen
glorified around God's throne. (4:4)

e When the age of grace ends, and Israel's blindness is removed, multitudes of Jews will
receive the true Messiah.

e Many will suffer and die for that new faith. As the Jewish writers of the Psalms called
out for God's judgments on their enemies, these end time Jewish believers call out for
that same justice. (v. 9-10)

They are told to wait a while longer, that more must be martyred to complete the plan of God.
They are given a white robe, which indicates they have some sort of intermediate body to
wear it on. (v. 11)

b. Sixth seal - the great earthquake (v. 12-17)

Some commentators see this as a figurative event. Scripture plainly says there will be a great



earthquake. The greatest earthquake in U.S. history was in 1964 in Anchorage, Alaska. It
measured 7.8-8.0 on the Richter scale, caused $500 million in damages, and killed 114.
Imagine that destruction on a worldwide scale.

Sun turns black. (v. 12) Most likely from dust and debris thrown into the air.

Moon turns blood red. (v. 12) The Krakatoa volcanic eruption had the same effect on the
moon for several months.

Stars fell to earth. (v. 13) Increased meteoric activity seems to be indicated here.

Sky rolled up like a scroll. (v. 14) The atmospheric disruptions from the earthquake must
be enormous.

Terror among the populace. (v. 15) Quite understandable.

Cries for the rocks and mountains to fall on them. (v. 16) Echoes of Jonah here, where men
would choose death over submitting to God.

8.2 The 144,000 Jewish evangelists (7: 1-17)

1. A divine time-out and calling. (7: 1-8)

Before the seventh seal is broken, God takes time to call out Jews for the task of world
evangelism. Even the winds are held back while this occurs. This could literally be a time of no
wind, or the winds referring symbolically to God's judgment?

Nothing is to be harmed on the earth. (v. 3)
144,000 Jews are to be sealed for God's protection. (v. 4-8)
Dan and Ephraim are not listed, possibly due to their idolatry. (Jdg. 18, 1 Kings 11:26, Hosea

4)

This number represents a substantial increase in the number of full-time missionaries in the
world.

2. A divine harvest. (7:9-17)

Next John sees a vast multitude that could not be counted from all over the world in front of
the scene we saw before. (v. 9)



9.2

e They are praising God for their salvation (v. 10)

e The living creatures, the elders, and the angels are all around, and they all worship God. (v.
11-12)

e One of the elders asks John if he understands what he is seeing (v. 13)

e John defers to the elder. (v. 14)

e This is the collection of tribulation saints in heaven, presumably looking back in time. This

scene must take place at the end of time, because they are with the elders (church) and are

glorified, signified by their white robes (vv. 9, 14) They have promises from the end of time

made about them.

They are always serving God before His throne. (v. 15, 21:3,22:3)

They will never suffer physical discomfort. (v. 16,22:2-3)

The Lamb on the throne will lead them to living water. (v. 17,22: 1)

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes! (v. 17, 21:4)

Next, we will see the opening of the seventh seal, which ushers in the seven trumpet
judgments. Suffering will only become more intense. This is the final time-out, if you will, so
that people may be saved, and come to Him.

What we have already seen.

e We have seen many millions of believers raptured from the earth, the Antichrist arise on the
world stage, and the judgment of unbelieving man begin with the opening of the first six seals of
the scroll, culminating in the wrath of the Lamb.

e We have seen the calling out of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, and the tremendous harvest of
souls they will bring into the kingdom.

e Now we will see the opening of the seventh seal, which contains seven additional judgments,
called the trumpet judgments.

e In our time line, we are still in the first half of the Tribulation period.
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