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The Trumpets Begin to Sound
Scripture Covered: Revelation 8:1-13

Heaven falls silent before the seventh seal unleashes the first four trumpet judgments on the earth.

9.1 The seventh seal. (8:1-11:19) 

Now we see the only recorded instance of silence in Heaven. Jesus told us that there is rejoicing in 
Heaven over one sinner who repents, so silence seems to indicate no repentance.  At the great 
earthquake, men seemed to weaken a little, and we have seen a great soul harvest take place. Now 
it seems that the lines are drawn, and greater judgments are about to commence. (v. 1) 

The angels are made ready to sound the trumpets for judgment. (v. 2) An angel makes an offering 
of incense, mingled with the prayers of all the saints. (v. 3-4) The angel fills a container with the fire 
from the altar of offering, and hurls it to the earth in judgment. Once again, we see and hear the 
sign of pending judgment; thunder, rumblings, lightning, and an earthquake. (v. 5) 

1. The first trumpet. (8:7) 

Hail and fire, mixed with blood, rained down on the earth. 

The fire in this mix destroys: 

 One third of the earth. (structures)
 One third of the trees. 
 All the green grass. 



The things that are naturally renewable would renew themselves. All things that rely on grass to 
survive would be devastated. 

The resultant ecological disaster would result in further human casualties and suffering.

2. The second trumpet. (8:8-9) 

 Something like a huge mountain was cast into the sea. It is not apparent whether this is a run of 
the mill meteor, or something specially prepared by God. 

 A large meteor would certainly be able to cause the kind of destruction to shipping described 
here. 

 There is a divine element to this trumpet, even if we accept the natural explanation of a meteor. 
One third of the sea turned to blood, and one third of the sea life dies. Imagine about a week 
after one third of all the fish in the world wash up on the beach. 

3. The third trumpet. (8: 10-11) 

 Whether this great blazing star is a comet or something divinely sent by God is not apparent by 
examination of the text. However, it does have a name - Wormwood. 

 Its impact must cover a third of the world's surface, because it poisons a third of the world's 
fresh water supply. 

 Scripture tells us that many people die from drinking the water that the star has made bitter. 
This suggests this judgment is concentrated geographically, because that would force people in 
those areas to drink the only water available. 

4. The fourth trumpet. (8: 12) 

A third of the sun was struck. In Genesis 8:22, God promises that as long as time endures, the 
divine cycle of day and night would not be disturbed. Now, at the end, the cycle is altered in that 
we see these things come to pass: 

 A third of the sun was struck. Some commentators believe that this means a cut of one-third in 
intensity as well as one-third darkness, but the text does not indicate this. 



 A third of the moon was struck. Again, the same thing applies. 
 Scripture seems to indicate a lessening in duration, not intensity. 
 A third of the stars were struck. 

5. Interlude - the talking eagle. (8:13)

The Greek word for "angel" in this verse is the standard Greek word aggelos. Some manuscript 
families indicate that an eagle is actually is what is spoken of here. If an eagle, this is the third 
instance of a talking animal in the Bible. The serpent of Genesis 3 and the Balaam's donkey in 
Numbers 28 are the other two. The angel (eagle) does not call out for men to repent, but rather 
tells them to get ready for what is about to come. 

What is about to come are some of the most frightening judgments that can be conceived. Only 
after God has given every opportunity to repent will these judgments be allowed to occur. 

NOTES


