Adult Bible Study Guide
Daniel Chapters 1 & 2

Author: Daniel

The Book of Daniel predicts events of the second century before the coming of Jesus (especially the
period 175-164 B.C.) with such precision that doubting critics believe it had to have been written after
that period, during the time of the Maccabees (in-between the Old and New Testaments). Supposedly,
the purpose for writing Daniel at that time was to inspire God’s people on to victory during the
Maccabean wars.

Fortunately, Jesus took away all doubt on the matter. He told us that Daniel wrote the book of Daniel:
Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet (Matthew
24:15and Mark 13:14).

Time: 6th century BC
Organization: Chapters 1-6 are historical. Chapters 7-12 are Daniel’s visions & prophecy.
Chapter 1 written in Hebrew, Chapters 2-7 written in Aramaic, Chapters 8-12 written in Hebrew

Background
Power struggle between Egypt & Babylon - Israel caught in the middle

609BC - Pharoah Necho kills King Josiah of Judah in battle & installs his son Eliakim as king - renames him
Jehoiakim.

605BC - 1st Babylonian siege of Jerusalem - Nebuchadnezzar attacks Jerusalem. Jehoiakim & other
nobles (including Daniel) taken captive to Babylon. Jehoiakim is allowed to return to Jerusalem as
Nebuchadnezzar’s vassal. This begins the 70 years of the “servitude of the nation” spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah (25:11-12)

[Jer 25:11-12 NKJV] 11 'And this whole land shall be a desolation [and] an astonishment, and these
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 'Then it will come to pass, when seventy years
are completed, [that] | will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for
their iniquity,' says the LORD; 'and | will make it a perpetual desolation.

Decree of Cyrus in 536BC allowing exiles to return to Israel - exactly 70 years. The Bible is precise!

598BC - 597BC - 2nd Babylonian siege of Jerusalem - Jehoiakim ignores Jeremiah & rebels against
Babylon, siding with Egypt. Jehoiakim dies during the siege & his son Jehoiachin reigns until the end of
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the siege (3 months). Nebuchadnezzar plunders the temple, takes Jehoiachin prisoner, and takes 10,000
captives to Babylon (the prophet Ezekiel is taken captive during this siege). Nebuchadnezzar installs
Jehoiakim’s brother Mattaniah as king and renames him Zedekiah.

588BC - 586BC - 3rd Babylonian siege of Jerusalem - Zedekiah ignores Jeremiah and Ezekiel and rebels
against Babylon. This siege culminates with the destruction of the temple and the city. Begins the 70
years of the “Desolations of Jerusalem”

[2Ch 36:20-21 NKJV] 20 And those who escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon, where they
became servants to him and his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she
kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

The Temple was rebuilt in 516BC - again 70 years. God says what He means and means what He says! |
only bring this up to give a little background for Daniel 9, because Daniel mentions these 70 years.

Daniel chapter 1 picks up at the 1st siege, when Daniel is taken captive to Babylon.

[Dan 1:1-2 NKJV] 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
with some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of
his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.

Shinar = Babylon. Notice who gave Judah into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand — the Lord! Just like we learned
in our study through Joshua, the Mosaic covenant was based upon obedience. Blessings for obedience,
curses for disobedience. Over and over, Israel was warned of this - even before they entered the
promised land:

[Deu 28:47-49 NKJV] 47 "Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and gladness of heart,
for the abundance of everything, 48 "therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD will send
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron
on your neck until He has destroyed you. 49 "The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from
the end of the earth, [as swift] as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not understand

[Jer 25:4-9 NKJV] 4 "And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising early and sending
[them], but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 5 "They said, 'Repent now everyone of
his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers
forever and ever. 6 'Do not go after other gods to serve them and worship them, and do not provoke Me
to anger with the works of your hands; and | will not harm you.' 7 "Yet you have not listened to Me,"
says the LORD, "that you might provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt. 8
"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Because you have not heard My words, 9 'behold, | will send
and take all the families of the north,' says the LORD, 'and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My



servant, and will bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all
around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual
desolations.

[Dan 1:3-7 NKJV] 3 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the
children of Israel and some of the king's descendants and some of the nobles, 4 young men in whom
[there was] no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to
understand, who [had] ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the language
and literature of the Chaldeans. 5 And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's
delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of
[that time] they might serve before the king. 6 Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel [the
name] Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.

These Jews were trained and indoctrinated for 3 years to basically try to convert them into Babylonians.
They even changed their names to try to wipe out any remaining Jewish identity

Daniel (God is my Judge) —-> Belteshazzar (Prince of Bel)

Hananiah (Beloved of the Lord) —-> Shadrach (lllumined by the Sun god)
Mishael (Who is as God) —-> Meshach (Who is like unto the moon god)
Azariah (The Lord is my help) —-> Abed-Nego (Servant of Nego)

[Dan 1:8-9 NKJV] 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of
the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of
the chief of the eunuchs.

This is a lesson for all of us; In the most pagan of empires, Daniel kept himself pure before the Lord. We
face the same trial today. Satan wants us to be conformed to this world, but we are called to be
transformed.

Daniel did not object to the name given to him, because he knew who he was and others could call him
what they wanted. Daniel did not object to the Babylonian education, because he knew what he
believed. Daniel did object to the food from the king’s table because eating it was direct disobedience to
God’s word.

So Daniel set up a test - for 10 days they would eat vegetables and drink water, while the other servants
would eat of the king’s delicacies.



There was a real threat of punishment. Ancient kings were well known for the severe and often sadistic
punishments against those who crossed them. Nebuchadnezzar was capable of great cruelty. He
murdered the sons of one king of Judah before the king’s eyes then immediately gouged out the eyes of
king Zedekiah, so his last memory would always be the murder of his sons (Jeremiah 39:6-7). Other
rulers of Judah were literally roasted to death over a fire (Jeremiah 29:22).

At the end of the 10 days, the steward examined them and they looked healthier than the others. So he
allowed them to continue eating vegetables.

[Dan 1:17-21 NKJV] 17 As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in all literature
and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 Now at the end of the days,
when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 Then the king interviewed them, and among them all none was found like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they served before the king. 20 And in all matters of wisdom
[and] understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians [and] astrologers who [were] in all his realm. 21 Thus Daniel continued until the first year of
King Cyrus.

Who's in charge here? V2 God gave Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar; v9 God gave Daniel favor
with the steward; v17 God gave them knowledge and skill

As we're going to see in Chapter 2, the God who works in the lives of individuals also is in control of the
affairs of nations.

[Dan 2:1-13 NKJV] 1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams;
and his spirit was [so] troubled that his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave the command to call the
magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came
and stood before the king. 3 And the king said to them, "l have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to
know the dream." 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell your
servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation." 5 The king answered and said to the
Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you
shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash heap. 6 "However, if you tell the dream and
its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the
dream and its interpretation." 7 They answered again and said, "Let the king tell his servants the dream,
and we will give its interpretation." 8 The king answered and said, "I know for certain that you would
gain time, because you see that my decision is firm: 9 "if you do not make known the dream to me,
[there is only] one decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till
the time has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and | shall know that you can give me its
interpretation." 10 The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, "There is not a man on earth who can
tell the king's matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has [ever] asked such things of any magician,
astrologer, or Chaldean. 11 "[It is] a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can
tell it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh." 12 For this reason the king was
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angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the wise [men] of Babylon. 13 So the
decree went out, and they began killing the wise [men]; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to
kill [them].

Nebuchadnezzar wanted to test his wisemen - these men made their living on their supposed ability to
contact the gods and gain secrets from the spirit realm. If they were really what they claimed to be, they
should be able to tell Nebuchadnezzar both the dream and its interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar couldn’t
know for certain that the wise men gave a correct interpretation of the dream. But he could test their
ability to tell what he dreamed.

Out of their own mouths they admitted that they were frauds, but they tried to play it off as if it was just
the king being unreasonable. Nebuchadnezzar had no use for wise men that couldn’t bring him wisdom
from God, so he cleaned house and sentenced them all to death.

[Dan 2:14-23 NKJV] 14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king's
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise [men] of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the king's
captain, "Why is the decree from the king so urgent?" Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel.
16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation.
17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that
Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise [men] of Babylon. 19 Then the
secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered
and said: "Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are His. 21 And He
changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise
And knowledge to those who have understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what
[is] in the darkness, And light dwells with Him. 23 "I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You
have given me wisdom and might, And have now made known to me what we asked of You, For You
have made known to us the king's demand."

In the face of death, what was Daniel’s response? To go to the Lord in prayer! Daniel had faith that God
could reveal this secret, after all, He was the one who gave the vision to Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel and
his friends prayed for wisdom, and God gave it — He revealed the dream to Daniel in a night vision.

Psalm 50:15 says “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” And
that is exactly what Daniel did, he gave God the glory and praised Him. All wisdom and might are His.
He is wiser than the wisest of men and mightier than the mightiest of kings

Arioch, the captain of the guard then took Daniel before the king. He took the credit for finding Daniel,
which wasn’t exactly how it happened, but Daniel wasn’t concerned about who got the credit, so long as
God was glorified.



Just like Joseph before Pharoah, Daniel acknowledged that it was God who interpreted dreams and
revealed secrets, not man. He made sure that God received all the glory for this miracle.

[Dan 2:29-36 NKJV] 29 "As for you, O king, thoughts came [to] your [mind while] on your bed, [about]
what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. 30
"But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because | have more wisdom than anyone living,
but for [our] sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you may know the thoughts
of your heart. 31 "You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose
splendor [was] excellent, stood before you; and its form [was] awesome. 32 "This image's head [was] of
fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 "its legs of iron, its feet partly of
iron and partly of clay. 34 "You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the
image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the
silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the
wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 36 "This [is] the dream. Now we will tell the
interpretation of it before the king.

Nebuchadnezzar saw a huge image / idol / statue made up of various metals. The material descended in
value from top to bottom - gold head, silver chest, bronze waist, iron legs, iron and clay feet. Suddenly a
stone appeared and smashed the feet of the great image so that it was completely shattered and blown
away by the wind. The stone then became a large mountain that filled the whole earth.

On hearing this accurate description of his dream, Nebuchadnezzar now knew that Daniel’s
interpretation could be trusted. Now onto the meaning of the dream!

[Dan 2:37-45 NKJV] 37 "You, O king, [are] a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a
kingdom, power, strength, and glory; 38 "and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the
field and the birds of the heaven, He has given [them] into your hand, and has made you ruler over them
all--you [are] this head of gold. 39 "But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then
another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 "And the fourth kingdom shall
be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that
crushes, [that kingdom] will break in pieces and crush all the others. 41 "Whereas you saw the feet and
toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron
shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 "And [as] the toes of the feet [were]
partly of iron and partly of clay, [so] the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43 "As you saw
iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one
another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 "Inasmuch as you saw
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come to
pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure."



Nebuchadnezzar / Babylon is the head of gold. After him would come three other kingdoms, each
represented by the different metals. After this succession of kingdoms came the final kingdom set up by
God.

The silver chest and arms represented the Medo-Persion kingdom (which we will see in Daniel 5).

The bronze belly and thighs represented the kingdom of Greece. Alexander the Great established what
was the largest empire in ancient times.

The legs of iron represent the Roman empire which was militarily very strong. The Romans crushed all
who came before them.

The feet of iron and clay represent a divided kingdom, what some call the revived Roman empire.
Society today has the appearance of strength, but it is all held together by treaties that can be broken,
traditions that can be forgotten, organizations that can be disbanded. This kingdom will one day be
governed by the Antichrist.

This final kingdom is then destroyed by Jesus at His 2nd coming, where He will set up His millennial
kingdom. Jesus is the Rock, the stone the builders rejected, the chief cornerstone

A couple of takeaways:

1 - God knows the end from the beginning. He sets up kings and nations to accomplish His divine
purposes.

2 - We see that the enterprises of man decline over time. As we survey history, on one level we see
progress and improvement, but when we look deeper we see decay and decline. Language is dumbed
down (look at writings from our founders...). We rely on calculators and computers for advanced math
and don’t understand the underlying core principles. And most importantly, society continues to be
more and more spiritually bankrupt.

[Dan 2:46-49 NKJV] 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and
commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, and
said, "Truly your God [is] the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could
reveal this secret." 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise [men] of Babylon. 49
Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the
province of Babylon; but Daniel [sat] in the gate of the king.

As a result of Daniel’s faithfulness in the face of adversity, the ruler of the world acknowledged that
Daniel’s God was the one true God! Daniel was promoted and given power, authority, and great wealth.



Daniel passed the test of adversity - he didn’t give in to despair, he didn’t doubt God’s power and love.
But now Daniel was faced with a different challenge, the test of prosperity. Could Daniel remain
faithful? Would he forget God now that things were easy?



