Adult Bible Study Guide
Daniel Chapters 3 and 4
Faith and the Fiery Trial / Learning the Hard Way

KEY POINTS
e Chapter 1 and 2 Review
e Chapter3
e Chapter4

REVIEW (Chapters 1 and 2)
e We discussed how there were 3 Babylonian sieges of Jerusalem during this time frame
o Daniel Chapter 1 starts with Danial and his 3 companions (and others) being exiled and taken to Baylon
= Daniel (God is my judge) = Belteshazzar (Prince of Bel)
= Hananiah (the Lord is gracious) = Shadrach (lllumined by the Sun god)
= Mishael (Who is like the Lord) 2 Meshach (who is like unto the moon god)
= Azariah (The Lord is my helper) = Abed-nego (servant of Nego)
o Their Jewish names were changed to try and indoctrinate them over to the Babylonian gods
e Nebuchadnezzar had a great temper and known for severe punishments (remember this for chpt.3)
e We saw Daniel and the other 3’s first instance to obey God’s commands, even with the fear of punishment, when
they stood against eating the King’s pagan food that would have been devoted to idols.
e Nebuchadnezzar had his dream that he demanded the Chaldeans to tell it prior to interpreting it.
o The Chaldeans were unable to tell it, and were at risk of being killed by the King if they didn’t
e Nebuchadnezzar had the dream of the muti-metal statue that was smashed by the stone.
SHOW PICTURE OF STATUE
o Head of gold = Nebuchadnezzar / Babylon
Silver chest and arms - Medo-Persian kingdom
Bronze belly and thighs > Greece
Iron legs 2 Roman empire
Iron/clay feet - divided kingdom
* Stone = Jesus at His 2" coming and setting up His millennial kingdom
DANIEL CHAPTER 3
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[Dan 3:1] Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height of which [was] sixty cubits [and] its width six
cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.

e Who knows how big a cubit is?
o Length of forearm to tip of middle finger (typically said to be about 18” --- mine is exactly 18”)
o So...60c x 18” =1080” = 90ft tall // 6¢cx 18” =108” = 9ft wide —> we have a 10:1 height to width ratio
o The Washington Monument has this same height to width ratio
SHOW PICTURE OF WASHINGTON MONUMENT
o The Washington Monument is 555’ 5-1/8” tall and 55’ 1-1/2” wide = ~10:1 height to width ratio
= Take it as you may, but that is 6665.125” tall x 661.5” wide (I personally don’t like all of
those 6's).
e It's likely Nebuchadnezzar’s statue was on a large base because of these odd proportions
o To show perspective, the Hanuman statue in Texas is 90ft tall. It’s a Hindu god.
SHOW PICTURE OF HANUMAN STATUE
SHOW PICTURE OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR'’S STATUE



e We see a comparison back to Chapter 2 and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream with the muti-alloy statue
o Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) was the head of gold in that statue
o So, that could have been what led Nebuchadnezzar to make this entirely gold statue in chapter 3
o We see this terrible combination of Nebuchadnezzar’s excessive pride and also his excessive anger all at
once.
= Nebuchadnezzar gathered the nations leaders, military chiefs, governors, counselors (lawyers),
treasurers, judges, magistrates, and other civil leaders...essentially everyone of importance
= He forced them to bow down to it...essentially worshiping Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian
empire, along with their other gods.
=  What happens if anyone doesn’t fall down and worship? ... they get the furnace
[Dan 3:4-6] (4) Then the herald loudly proclaimed: "To you the command is given, O peoples, nations and [men of every]
language, (5) that at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of
music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up. (6) "But whoever
does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire."

e So..what happened with Nebuchadnezzar between the end of chapter 2 and start of 3?

o Chapter 2 ended with Nebuchadnezzar praising “Daniel’s God”

[Dan 2:46-47] (46) Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to
him an offering and fragrant incense. (47) The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods and a
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery."

o This couldn’t have been a genuine humbling experience for Nebuchadnezzar.

o He was probably looking at it from a self gain perspective...having Daniel and the power of his God at his
disposal. That’s probably why Nebuchadnezzar made Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego higher
positions in his administration.

o Since it wasn’t genuine...that explains his “unchanged” attitude in chapter 3

o Nebuchadnezzar went from praising God to idolatry

o As we’re all familiar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego do not comply with Nebuchadnezzar’s commands.
o The Chaldeans then tattled to the king
= |f we remember from Chapter 2, the Chaldeans were the ones who were unsuccessful in telling
Nebuchadnezzar his dream....and Daniel, by the Lord’s doing, was able to.
= So, the Chaldeans may have had some jealously issues here...
e Also, since there is no mention of Daniel being present, the Chaldeans may have been

attempting to take advantage of the lack of Daniel’s influence and reputation with the
king.

e | want to point out something very important to look at with Shadrach, Meshack, and Abed-Nego’s attitude here
e They had faith in the Lord’s WILL, whatever that may be
[Dan 3:17-18] (17) "If it be [so,] our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will
deliver us out of your hand, O king. (18) "But [even] if [He does] not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going
to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."
e They didn’t “declare” and expect the Lord to save them.
e They trusted in Him and His plan
o This makes me think of the importance in how we pray...specifically for healing or tribulations
= There’s absolutely reason to pray for healing. We're to make our requests known to God.
= However, we also need include in that prayer that whatever the Lord’s will is be done.
= Jesus sets this example for us
[Luke 22:42] saying, "Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done."
o We need to show our submission and obedience like Jesus.



o We can do this when praying for our tribulations by praying
= for the Lord’s will to be done
= that we would bring glory to Him
= that it could be used to lead others to Him

e As we are all familiar with the story, we again see Nebuchadnezzar’s intense anger
o He orders Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be thrown into the furnace
o Intensifies the heat...and they’re immediately taken up to be thrown in
o The fire actually killed the men taking Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego up to be thrown in
= |t was likely the backdraft caused when the door was opened to the furnace to throw themin,
that killed the men.

SHOW PICTURE OF FURNACE

[Dan 3:24-25] (24) Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials,
"Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?" They replied to the king, "Certainly, O king." (25) He
said, "Look! I see four men loosed [and] walking [about] in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the

fourth is like a son of [the] gods!"

e As well known, it’s assumed by most that the 4" person was a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus (Christophany).
o Nebuchadnezzar said He looked “like a son of the gods!”
= This is a pagan reference to one who appeared supernatural.
o This is confirming the likelihood that it was a Christophany (like in Joshua 5 before they took Jericho)

o Nebuchadnezzar reverts back to his praise of the true God, and as we move to Chapter 4, this may be have been
the start to Nebuchadnezzar’s true heart change.

e To finish off chapter 3, we can potentially correlate these events to what John writes about in Revelation 13.
o Nebuchadnezzar - Antichrist (666 correlation — dimensions of statue 6x6x6x6 base x 60 high)

Enforced state religion (bowing down to the statue) — Rev. 13, 14, 19-20, 2 Thes 2-4

Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego = Israel (144,000)

Fire Furnace - Tribulation

4'™ figure — angel = Christ returning to save

Daniel missing = Church being taken up prior to the tribulation period
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DANIEL CHAPTER 4

e A number of years transpired between the chapter 3 and chapter 4.
o It’s estimated chapter 4 may have taken place about the 35" year of Nebuchadnezzar’s 43 years of rule
o So, this would be about 570 B.C. ... which was about 30 years after the fiery furnace
o Daniel would have been about 50 years old here
e Chapter 4 is unique in that it’s a memo from Nebuchadnezzar and distributed throughout his entire kingdom and
for all “nations, and men of every language that live in all the earth”
[Dan 4:1-3] (1) Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and [men of every] language that live in all the
earth: "May your peace abound! (2) "It has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders which the Most High
God has done for me. (3) "How great are His signs And how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom And His dominion is from generation to generation.
o We see a complete change in Nebuchadnezzar now, compared to the previous chapters



o It's remarkable, based on the previous chapters, that Nebuchadnezzar admitted his pride and ultimately
gives glory to God and what | believe is truly a changed heart.

o [Jas 4:6] But He gives a greater grace. Therefore [it] says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

o Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself before the Lord and admitted his wrongs.

o Inchapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar had everyone bowing down to him...now he was bowing down to the one
true God.

[Dan 4:4-5] (4) "I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and flourishing in my palace. (5) "l saw a dream and
it made me fearful; and [these] fantasies [as | lay] on my bed and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.
e | would say vs. 4 shows an example of application from chapter 3.
o Nebuchadnezzar had it easy. Everything was going right in his mind.
o Butthen the Lord put a trial in his path (this was Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace)
=  Maybe the Lord put those previous trials in Nebuchadnezzar’s path before as well to get him to
turn from his ways.
=  But, now in chapter 4 we see that it finally clicked with Nebuchadnezzar.
o Can we say that most of the time, the thing that gives us our true spiritual freedom as a Christian is some
type of trial or tribulation.
=  Painis one of your credentials as a Christian
= Asa Chrisitan, it will draw you closer to the Lord and really drive you towards that unexplainable
peace.

e (Continuingonvs.6-9
e Nebuchadnezzar has a reoccurring dream again, similar to chapter 2

o Also similar, he calls in “all the wise men of Babylon” so they can interpret it for him

= Again he calls the magicians, conjurers, the Chaldeans, and the diviners (same as before)
o However, the difference this time is that Nebuchadnezzar tells them all his dream and doesn’t expect
them to tell him what it is first.

o But, these men couldn’t interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream again...even knowing what it was this time

e So, Nebuchadnezzar brings Daniel in again

THE DREAM
[Dan 4:10-17]
(10) 'Now [these were] the visions in my mind [as | lay] on my bed: | was looking, and behold, [there was] a tree in the
midst of the earth and its height [was] great. (11) 'The tree grew large and became strong And its height reached to the
sky, And it [was] visible to the end of the whole earth. (12) 'lts foliage [was] beautiful and its fruit abundant, And in it
[was] food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, And the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches, And all
living creatures fed themselves from it.
e Dan 4:20-22: This represents Nebuchadnezzar
o He had become great and grown strong
o The creatures represent the people under his rule.

(13) 'l was looking in the visions in my mind [as | lay] on my bed, and behold, an [angelic] watcher, a holy one, descended
from heaven. (14) 'He shouted out and spoke as follows: "Chop down the tree and cut off its branches, Strip off its foliage
and scatter its fruit; Let the beasts flee from under it And the birds from its branches.
e Dan 4:25: This represents God’s judgement on Nebuchadnezzar and his fall.
o The angelic watcher was an angel of God and administered His judgement
o Nebuchadnezzar lost his kingdom and the people under his rule were scattered



(15a) "Yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground, But with a band of iron and bronze [around it] In the new grass of
the field;
e Dan 4:26: Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom will be restored to him after he recognizes that God is the one true King

(15b) And let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, And let him share with the beasts in the grass of the earth. (16a)
"Let his mind be changed from [that of] a man And let a beast's mind be given to him,
e Dan 4:25: This is the time period Nebuchadnezzar is driven away from mankind
o He will dwell with the beasts of the fields and eat grass like cattle
o This would have been some form of the disease called lycanthropy
= This causes a person to think he is an animal and lives wildly

(16b) And let seven periods of time pass over him.
e Dan 4:25: This will be a 7 year period.
o Daniel uses this same term when referencing the last 3.5 year period of Antichrist’s power in Dan. 7:25

(17) "This sentence is by the decree of the [angelic] watchers And the decision is a command of the holy ones, In order
that the living may know That the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes And
sets over it the lowliest of men."
e Dan 4:27: This judgement was placed on Nebuchadnezzar to humble him to the Lord...to kill his pride
o Daniel advised him to...
[Dan 4:27] ....break away now from your sins by [doing] righteousness and from your iniquities by
showing mercy to [the] poor...
Essentially, swallow your pride and turn to the Lord
This eludes that had Nebuchadnezzar admitted his sins and repented, right then and there he could have
been adverted from his tribulation...but he didn’t

e What would you say was Nebuchadnezzar’s biggest sin struggle?
o Pride
[Dan 4:29-31] (29) "Twelve months later he was walking on the [roof of] the royal palace of Babylon. (30) "The king
reflected and said, 'Is this not Babylon the great, which | myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power
and for the glory of my majesty?' (31) "While the word [was] in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven, [saying,]
'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you,
o Then immediately (“while the word was in his mouth”) ... The dream was fulfilled
e Obviously Nebuchadnezzar had a lot of pride in his heart
o But, what are some issues with pride that are less pronounced that we all may struggle with?
Only seeking out God when things are tough -- Arrogance -- not listening to others — how we treat others

e During this 7 year period, Nebuchadnezzar was humbled
[Dan 4:34] "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to
me, and | blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, And His kingdom [endures] from generation to generation.
o Now Nebuchadnezzar was bowing before the one true King
o He recognizes the Lord as the King of all
[Dan 4:37] "Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways
just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride."
e | would say we'll probably see Nebuchadnezzar in heaven!

ENDING SIDE NOTE
e What we see happen here with Nebuchadnezzar seems to foreshadow the end times
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NEXT WEEK

Nebuchadnezzar lives his life full of pride and knowledge of the one true God, but not in a humbling
genuine relationship with Him.
= This correlates to the majority of the gentile world we live in today
Nebuchadnezzar was presented with the opportunity (by Daniel) to admit his sin and humble himself
prior to God’s judgment (Dan 4:27). He was given 1 full year to repent (Dan 4:29)
= This correlates to our present day when the Lord is offering grace to the Church
Nebuchadnezzar refused to humble himself and the “angelic watcher” (from his dream) “chopped down
the tree”
= This correlates to Christ’s second coming to take away his Church, and tribulation period starts,
to humble the nations
Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 years of disease
= This represents the 7 year tribulation period
Nebuchadnezzar humbles himself and is a regenerated man, restored to power
= This represents those saved during the tribulation period and restored to righteousness.

Numbered, Weighed, and Rejected --- Read Chapter 5



