Adult Bible Study Guide
Daniel Chapter 6

So we’ve gone through King Nebuchadnezzar's reign, (chapter 1) the testing of Daniel and his friends
against all of the king's eunuchs, (chapter 2) Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the statue that represented the
four kingdoms that would dominate as world powers, (chapter 3) the fiery furnace, and (chapter 4)
Nebuchadnezzar's second dream and the humiliating fulfillment of that dream which ultimately led to him
praising God. And then last week, we covered a portion of Belshazzar's reign (chapter 5) where he saw
the literal writing on the wall and was ultimately overthrown and killed.

Today, we're going to be digging into a very well known section of Scripture - Chapter 6: Daniel and the
lions den. Almost all of us have heard this story since we were little kids. | mean, it's up there with David
and Goliath, Moses and the burning bush, Jonah and the whale, Joshua and the battle of Jericho, and
the list goes on... basically, if Veggietales made a movie about it, it's a classic.
So we're going to break chapter 6 down into four sections, most likely very similar to how your own Bible
breaks it down into sections.

e The plot against Daniel

e The den of lions

e Daniel's deliverance

e Darius honors God
At the risk of being boring, | would like to be able to read all of chapter 6 because it is reasonably short,
but to keep from hearing me sit up here and squawk the whole time, I'll take volunteers to read each
section... and if no one volunteers, you may be voluntold!
So, without further adieu...
Daniel 6:1-3 NKJV — 1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be
over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps
might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished
himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave
thought to setting him over the whole realm.
Daniel has continued since chapter 1 to shine head and shoulders above everyone else in a place of
authority under the king. He is in his 80’s now, and still it says he distingushed himself and had an
excellent spirit in him.
How often would others say we are distingushed, or set apart from the rest of the world due to the
excellent Spirit that is within us?

That's what Daniel was about. And it set him apart enough to make him a target.

The governors, satraps, and officers that Darius had inherited probably werent doing their jobs faithfully
and honestly, but were robbing him of some wealth for their own personal gain. But he learned very
quickly that Daniel would handle things with honesty and wosdom.

Daniel 6:4-9 NKJV — 4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there
any error or fault found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel



unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” 6 So these governors and satraps thronged
before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! 7 “All the governors of the kingdom, the
administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal
statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

These guys can't find any dirt on Daniel, no matter how hard they look. | mean, imagine today, looking for
some sort of dirt on someone in a political office for some 50 years and finding absolutely nothing
wrong... No fraudulent expense accounts. No intern scandals. No questionable business deals. No gifts
from lobbyists. No accusations even from his staff... These guys dug as hard as they could and found
absolutely nothing.

Now this doesn't mean in any way that Daniel was perfect or sinless, it just means that he was a man of
great integrity and he was given wisdom by God to handle himself in a manner that could be found
honorable to God and also to men.

So the suck-ups... | mean satraps said ok, we won't be able to charge him with anything unless we
attack his devotion to his God.

8 “Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the
law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.
It was an established principle in the Medo-Persian Empire that when a king formally signed and
instituted a decree, it was so binding that not even the king himself could change it.

The decrees of a Persian king were unchangeable because he was thought to speak for the gods, who
could never be wrong and thus never needed to change their minds.

These satraps weren't stupid. They knew if they got this signed, Daniel was as good as dead and they
would be free to use their political power for selfish benefit.

Daniel 6:10-15 NKJV — 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in
his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that
day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 11 Then these
men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 12 And they went
before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man
who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which
does not alter.” 13 So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is one of the captives
from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes
his petition three times a day.” 14 And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with
himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver
him. 15 Then these men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of the
Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed.”

Daniel did exactly what he did each day as was his custom. There would be compromise if he prayed
less because of this new law, and he would be opened up to pride if he prayed more. And these officials
said that Daniel “does not show due regard” for the king, which isn't true... He intended no disrespect to
the king, just a higher respect for God.



Who knows why he was praying in his upper room with windows opened toward Jerusalem?

So verse 14 tells us something about the king. When he realized what actually happened, he knew he
messed up. He was displeased with himself. Rest assured, he probably wasn't happy with those officers
who presented this idea to him, but ultimately he knew he was responsible. And he admirably tioled and
fought till days end to figure out a way he could keep Daniel from the lion's den. But he made his bed,
and now he needs to lie in it.

Daniel 6:16-18 NKJV — 16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into
the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will
deliver you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with
his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be
changed. 18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians were brought
before him. Also his sleep went from him.

Darius actually had faith in the Lord based solely off of Daniels testimony. He basically said | tried to
deliver you, but | have failed, but the God you serve will not.

What do think Daniel prayed while he was in there?

Daniel 6:19-23 NKJV — 19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of
lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke,
saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been
able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 “My God
sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because | was found innocent
before Him; and also, O king, | have done no wrong before you.” 23 Now the king was exceedingly glad
for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of
the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because he believed in his God.

Daniel made it clear that he had done nothing wrong before God, and though he had broken the law that
the king had put in place, he had done no wrong before the king either.

| think it is important to note here that Daniel was not an occasional servant of God who only prayed
when he found himself in a trial or in need. The power of God sent an angel to protect Daniel in response
to a prayer of faith coming from a consistent, abiding walk. Because of this faith, Daniel is recognized in
Hebrews 11:33 as one who by faith stopped the mouths of lions.

Daniel 6:24 NKJV — 24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions
overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.
This was obviously severe, but it was also according to ancient customs among the Persians. An ancient
writer named Ammianus Marcellinus wrote of the Persians, “The laws among them are formidable... by
which, on account of the guilt of one, all the kindred perish.”

But Darius was not happy with these men regardless. He probably would have cast these accusers to
the lions even if Daniel had perished in the lion’s den.

But the fact that the accusers were so ravenously eaten before they even reached the floor of the den
proved that it was genuinely supernatural, angelic protection that saved Daniel. It proves there was no
natural reason why the lions did not eat Daniel. And they perished in the same trap they set for Daniel.



Daniel 6:25-28 NKJV — 25 Then King Darius wrote:

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:

Peace be multiplied to you. 26 | make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble
and fear before the God of Daniel.

For He is the living God,

And steadfast forever;

His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,

And His dominion shall endure to the end. 27 He delivers and rescues,

And He works signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth,

Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius
and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

When we stand firm in Godly convictions, even if it comes at great cost, others may see it and glorify
God through it. Much like the verse that Pastor Michael has been asking us to memorize.

Matthew 5:16 NKJV — 16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

It should all point to Him.

It is amazing to see this Old Testament story unfold and point directly to Jesus Christ. Consider this:

- A man without blame, faithful to God in all his ways, a man noted for prayer, was sent to his death
because of the jealousy of those who wanted to prevent his exaltation.

- He was condemned to death by plotting of his enemies and the law of the land, and thrown into a stone
room meant to be his tomb.

- A stone was rolled over the opening. But in all its power and ferocity, death couldn’t touch him.

- On a morning the stone was rolled away, he came out victoriously; he glorified God, the pagans gave
honor to God, and his enemies were judged.

Daniel 6 is a clear foreshadowing of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.



