
 

Adult Bible Study Guide 

Daniel Chapter 7 
Thy Kingdom Come 

 

KEY POINTS 

• Background 

• Vision of the four beasts 

• Vision interpreted 

 

DANIEL CHAPTER 7 

 

• As we mentioned last week, the first 6 chapters of Daniel have been more of narrative history 

o Now, as we finish out the remainder of the book, Chapters 7 – 12, we’re going to be getting into the 

visions and prophetic portion of the book. 

o We’re going to start to get a picture of the Antichrist and end times, and also see how Daniels visions 

and prophecies correlate with what John wrote in Revelation. 

o We will be referencing the book of Revelation consistently now throughout the remainder of Daniel 

▪ Revelation can be a tricky book to follow, but an important fact to understand is that the book of 

Revelation consists of 404 verses…but also includes 800 OT illusions.  So, knowing and 

understanding the OT is very important for interpreting Revelation…Daniel being one of them. 

• As we start into Chapter 7, it’s helpful to understand that this is a flashback to 553 B.C. 

o This is not in chronological order 

o Chapter 7 occurred 14 years prior to chapter 5. 

o And Chapter 8 was 2 years after chapter 7 (551 B.C.) ---  Also still before chapter 5 

• Daniels visions in these two chapters (7 and 8) occurred after chapter 4 

▪ Chapter 4 - When Nebuchadnezzar was humbled and lived as a beast in the field for 7 years 

o However, the visions in chapter 7 and 8 occurred prior to chapter 5 

▪ Chapter 5 – When Daniel interprets the writing on the wall 

 

• Chapter 7 happens in the first year of Belshazzar the ruler of the city of Babylon .  We first were introduced to 

Belshazzar in Chapter 5.  He was ruling (and killed) when Medo-Persia conquered Babylon. 

 

• We’re also going to see that chapter 7 correlates back to chapter 2, with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about the 

multi-alloy statue. 

o Both Chapter 7 and 2 are presenting Gentile kingdom history (in advance), and the establishment of 

Christ’s eternal kingdom.  

o We can look at Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue in chapter 2 as from “man’s” point of view 

o Daniels vision in chapter 7 as from God’s point of view 

▪ Warren Wiersbe:  “To human eyes, the nations of the world are like Nebuchadnezzar’s great 

image, impressive and important; but from God’s viewpoint, the nations are only ferocious 

beasts that attack and seek to devour one another.” 

 

[Dan 7:1-3] (1) In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind [as he lay] on his 

bed; then he wrote the dream down [and] related the [following] summary of it. (2) Daniel said, "I was looking in my 

vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. (3) "And four great beasts were 

coming up from the sea, different from one another. 

 



 

• The one thing I want to look at closely here is the “sea” that’s referenced. 

o The direct picture here is of the Mediterranean Sea 

o Each one of the empires we’ve discussed so far (Babylonian, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome) all 

bordered the Mediterranean during their time of rule. 

o Also, the phrase “Great Sea” is referenced elsewhere in scripture as the Mediterranean. 

SHOW MAPS  (Babylon to Persia // Persia to Greece (Alexander the Great) // Greece to Rome 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

o However, the word choice of “sea” here is also symbolically referencing to the Gentile nations 

▪ This is referenced in Revelation 13 as well 

[Rev 13:1] And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 

horns and seven heads, and on his horns [were] ten diadems, and on his heads [were] blasphemous names. 

o This interpretation of the sea referencing the Gentile nations is confirmed in numerous places in 

Scripture (Isa 17:12-13, 57:20, 60:5, Ezek 26:3) , but to chose one close by…Rev. 17 

[Rev 17:1b] …I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 

 

[Rev 17:15] And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations 

and tongues. 

 



 

• So…the idea here is that these beasts (or empires/kingdoms) rose up from the Gentile nations as a result of 

Man’s earthly flesh. 

o But…all under God’s sovereignty and His ultimate plan for the world.  

 

• Now we move into each of these four beasts. 

o We’re going to see that each of these correlate back to Nebuchadnezzar’s multi-alloy statue dream 

o Also…it can easy to forget/overlook, but remember that Daniel had these visions and great details, prior 

to any of it happening! 

 

THE FIRST BEAST – The Lion with Eagles Wings 

 

[Dan 7:4] "The first [was] like a lion and had [the] wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was 

lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it. 

SHOW LION PICTURE WITH VERSE 

 

 
 

• The lion with wings of an eagle represents Babylon 

o correlates with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue head of gold 

• Throughout scripture, Babylon is identified with both the lion and the eagle 

o Jer. 4:7, 13; 48:40; 49:19-22; 50:17; Ezek. 17:3, 12; Hab 1:6-8 

[Jer 50:17] "Israel is a scattered flock, the lions have driven [them] away. The first one [who] devoured him was the king 

of Assyria, and this last one [who] has broken his bones is Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 

o Both the lion and eagle are the most prestigious of their kind (land and air)  →  The head of gold 

 

• “made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also given” 

o NJKV says human heart  

▪ The idea here comparing back to Chapter 4, we see a picture to Nebuchadnezzar’s temporary fall 

from power when God humbled him as a beast in the field for 7 years. 

o “I kept looking until its wings were plucked”  ---  God told Daniel Babylon would fall in Chapter 4 

 

THE SECOND BEAST – The bear with three ribs in its mouth 

 

[Dan 7:5] "And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs 

[were] in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, 'Arise, devour much meat!' 

SHOW BEAR PICTURE WITH VERSE 

 



 

 
 

• The bear with 3 ribs represents the Medes and Persians who defeated Babylon (Dan. 5) 

o Correlates with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue arms and chest of silver 

o The Bear is less valiant than the Lion and Eagle…but still very powerful 

• The bear was raised up on one side to represent Persia being stronger than the Medes 

o Initially, the Medes were actually more powerful than the Persians.  But, as the coalition continued, the 

Persians became much more powerful than the Medes 

▪ By the time they conquered Babylon, it was essentially just the Persian Empire  

• The 3 ribs in the bear’s mouth most likely represent the nations of Lydia, Egypt, and Babylon 

o all 3 that the Medes and Persians conquered to take over in power and rule this area 

• Chapter 8 will provide some further detail on the Medo-Persian Empire 

 

 THE THIRD BEAST – The leopard with four heads and four wings 

 

[Dan 7:6] "After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; 

the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 

SHOW PICTURE OF LEOPARD WITH VERSE 

 

 
 



 

• The leopard with 4 heads and wings represents Alexander the Great and his swift conquests of his army 

o This led to the great expansion of the kingdom of Greece. 

o Correlates with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue belly and thighs of bronze 

o Again…some degradation…the leopard is less powerful than the bear, but moves quickly and springs 

upon its prey. 

• When Alexander died in 323 B.C., he didn’t have a successor. 

o So, his kingdom was divided into 4 parts with 4 different leaders 

▪ This is where the 4 heads and wings come from 

▪ Daniel Chapter 11 goes into great detail of this 

 

THE FOURTH BEAST – The dreadful and terrible beast 

 

[Dan 7:7-8] (7) "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and 

extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; 

and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. (8) "While I was contemplating the 

horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots 

before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great [boasts.] 

SHOW PICTURE OF DREADFUL BEAST WITH VERSES 

***We don’t really get a “drawable” description of this beast, other than it’s dreadful.  So, this picture is just for some 

type of visual*** 

 

 
 

• This beast represented the Roman Empire 

o Described as extremely strong --- like the Roman Empire 

o Correlates with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue legs of iron 

▪ The 10 horns of the beast are represented by the statue’s 10 toes 

o As in the animal kingdom, horns represent power and authority. 

• In vs. 8, another little horn springs up among them, and 3 of the first 10 horns were pulled out 

o This little horn represents the Antichrist 

• We will get more into the 10 horns and little horn shortly 

 

SHOW PICTURES OF BEASTS IN COMPARISON TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S STATUE 

 

• So, as with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue, we see here with the beasts, one empire has replaced another --- all 

leading up to the Roman Empire 

o Babylon → Persia  //  Persia → Greece  //  Greece → Rome 

o Rev 13:2 tells us that the Roman Empire was formed of the prior 3 Empires. 

[Rev 13:2] And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like [those] of a bear, and his mouth like the 

mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. 



 
o To this day, the Roman Empire was not completely conquered.  It has just been broken apart. 

▪ We will see that Rome remains until it is REPLACED by God 

 

• Going back to the horns of the 4th beast 

o The initial 10 horns of this beast represent 10 kings/kingdoms/nations in the last days 

o We see the 10 horns as well in: 

[Rev 13:1] And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 

horns and seven heads, and on his horns [were] ten diadems, and on his heads [were] blasphemous names. 

 

[Rev 17:3] (3) And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of 

blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns. 

 

References also in Rev 17:7, 12, 16 

o Daniel’s prophecy points to a “United States of Europe” that will come about in the last days --- uniting 

from the Roman empire that was broken apart. 

o The formation of the European Union (1993) and the use of the Euro (1999) could be a starting to point 

to this “United / one nation Europe”. 

SHOW MAP OF EUROPEAN UNION 

 

 
 

▪ However, not all of the EU countries use the Euro yet…and 

▪ Currently the European Union has 27 “states”…so we’re not at the point of these 10 horns 

(nations) yet. 

 



 

• Going back to Dan 7:8 

[Dan 7:8] "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of 

the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a 

mouth uttering great [boasts.] 

• Now we start to get a picture of the Antichrist 

o According to this, 3 of the 10 horns (united nations) will be conquered and the Antichrist will take-over. 

o With the name we use of Antichrist…it’s easy to corelate this person as evil looking and someone we 

would never find favor or follow. 

o But…the mention of the horn possessing eyes eludes that this person will be intelligent 

o We also read that he will be a good speaker and boasting to gather his followers 

▪ Other scripture tells us he will perform miracles, signs, he will be charismatic, attractive, 

influential, popular, speaks great things. 

▪ So…though obviously a bad person…he will actually be someone everyone finds favor in. 

o But, from Rev 13:1-10 and 2 Thess 2:1-2 we also learn that he will 

▪ He will blaspheme God 

▪ He will perform signs and wonders 

▪ He will convince unbelievers that he is a god 

▪ He will become the ruler of the world 

▪ He will control the economy 

▪ He will control the religion 

▪ He will change the times and laws 

o Coming off our study of the Charismatic these descriptions remind of what we see with the extreme 

leaders within that movement. 

o I’m not saying any of them are the Antichrist, but I could see the Antichrist coming out of this movement 

in the last days. 

▪ Blaspheme the Church (spirit of religion) 

▪ “Miracles” and “signs” 

▪ Views himself as god (“prophets” and “apostles” --- “signs”) 

▪ Charismatic, attractive, PROUD, influential, deceptive, arrogant, speaks great things, popular 

• Regardless…as referenced in chapter 2 with Nebuchadnezzar’s statue (the stone that crushed everything)… 

o Daniel see’s… 

[Dan 7:13-14] (13) "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was 

coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. (14) "And to Him was given dominion, 

Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and [men of every] language Might serve Him. His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed. 

• As we know, Christ will return and establish his eternal kingdom. 

 

• From this point in the chapter, Daniel approaches “one of those who were standing by” and asked him to 

interpret his visions. 

o These who were standing by were likely Angels 

o With this interpretation, we gain more details of the Antichrist and the last days before Christ reigns on 

earth 

o We’ll just read this section and end with a good summary from Warren Wiersbe 

 

[Dan 7:16-27] (16) "I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this. 

So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things: (17) 'These great beasts, which are four [in 

number,] are four kings [who] will arise from the earth. (18) 'But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom 

and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.' (19) "Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth 

beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, [and 



 
which] devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet, (20) and [the meaning] of the ten horns that 

[were] on its head and the other [horn] which came up, and before which three [of them] fell, namely, that horn which 

had eyes and a mouth uttering great [boasts] and which was larger in appearance than its associates. (21) "I kept looking, 

and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them 

• Some will use this to say a post tribulation rapture of the church, but it could be said of Israel and believers 

during the tribulation period as well. 

o But the Hebrew translation of “saints” just means “separate” or set apart. 

o We also know from Dan 9:24-27 that the Antichrist will make a covenant with the Jewish nation at the 

beginning of the Tribulation, but will break that covenant and begin persecuting God’s people (Israel). 

(22) until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time 

arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom. (23) "Thus he said: 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom 

on the earth, which will be different from all the [other] kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down 

and crush it. (24) 'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he 

will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. (25) 'He will speak out against the Most High and 

wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be 

given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.   

• 3.5 years (last half of the tribulation period) 

(26) 'But the court will sit [for judgment,] and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever. (27) 

'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of [all] the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the 

people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom [will be] an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve 

and obey Him.' 

 

IN SUMMARY 

Warren Wiersbe: 

The scenario seems to look like this.  Antichrist will be leading one of ten confederated nations in Europe.  He will 

overcome three other nations and, with the help of Satan, move into becoming a world dictator.  At first he will appear to 

be friendly to the Jews and will sign a seven-year covenant to protect them (Dan 9:27).  The signing of that covenant is 

the signal for the start of the last seven years of Daniel’s seventy weeks outlined in Dan 9:24-27.  This period is generally 

known as “the tribulation” and is described in Mathew 24:1-14; Mark 13:1-13; and Rev. 6-19. 

 After 3.5 years, the Antichrist will break the covenant and set up his own image in the Jewish temple in 

Jerusalem, forcing the world to worship him and the Devil, who is energizing him.  Using the language of Daniel, Jesus 

called this “the abomination of desolation” (Dan. 11:31; Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14; 2 Thess. 2:1-4).  This signals the last 

half of the tribulation, a period that is known as “the wrath of God” (Rev 14:10,19; 15:1,7; and see Matt 24:15-28; Mark 

13:14-23).  It will climax with the return of Jesus Christ to the earth and the defeat of Antichrist and his army (Matt 24:29-

44; Mark 13:24-27; Rev 19:11-21).  Jesus Christ will then establish His kingdom on earth (Dan 7:13-14, 26-27; Rev 20:1-6). 

 Daniel doesn’t go into all the details that John shares in the book of Revelation, but he does assure us that the 

kingdom of Satan and his counterfeit Christ will be defeated and destroyed by Jesus Christ (Dan 7:22, 26; see 2 Thess 1:6-

2:10). 

 

NEXT WEEK 

Pastor Michael   ---   Beasts, Angels, and the End Times   ---   Read Chapter 8  

 

 

[Rev 13:1-10] (1) And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having 

ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns [were] ten diadems, and on his heads [were] blasphemous names. (2) And 

the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like [those] of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 

And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. (3) [I saw] one of his heads as if it had been slain, 

and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed [and followed] after the beast; (4) they worshiped the 

dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who 



 
is able to wage war with him?" (5) There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and 

authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. (6) And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to 

blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, [that is,] those who dwell in heaven. (7) It was also given to him to make war 

with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to 

him. (8) All who dwell on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written from the foundation of 

the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. (9) If anyone has an ear, let him hear. (10) If anyone [is 

destined] for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the 

perseverance and the faith of the saints. 

 

[2Th 2:1-12] (1) Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, (2) that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message 

or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. (3) Let no one in any way deceive you, for [it will 

not come] unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, (4) who 

opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 

displaying himself as being God. (5) Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? 

(6) And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. (7) For the mystery of lawlessness is 

already at work; only he who now restrains [will do so] until he is taken out of the way. (8) Then that lawless one will be 

revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; (9) 

[that is,] the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, (10) 

and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to 

be saved. (11) For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, (12) in 

order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 


