
 

Adult Bible Study Guide 

Daniel Chapter 10-11:35 
 

Last week, we covered Daniel chapter 9, which included Daniel's prayer for the people of Israel, as well 

as the 70 weeks prophecy. And we really got to see Daniel's heart for the Israelites, and his desire to 

witness the promises that God had made for them. 

This week, we are going to pick up in Chapter 10, as well as the first 35 verses of chapter 11, which is 

jam-packed full of awesome stuff, so I have to apologize in advance for how much we will have to 

summarize, paraphrase, or even skip over. 

 

Key points: 

● (Ch 10) Daniel's state of heart 

● (Ch 10) Daniel's awesome vision 

● (Ch 10) The invisible war 

● (Ch 11) Prophecies already fulfilled 

- About Persia (1-2) 

- About Greece (3-4) 

- About Egypt and Syria (5-20) 

- About Antiochus Epiphanes and Syria (21-35) 

Daniel's state of heart: 

Daniel 10:1-3 NKJV — 1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, 

whose name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the appointed time was long; and he 

understood the message, and had understanding of the vision. 2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning 

three full weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at 

all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

The 3rd year of Cyrus would have been 536BC, which would make Daniel 84 or 85 at this point. And 

though it doesn't specifically state why he was mourning for 3 weeks, we just witnessed his consistent 

prayer over the Israelites, so he was showing concern for God's people. About a year prior, Cyrus had 

allowed nearly 50,000 Jews to return with Ezra to Jerusalem and begin rebuilding the temple. Daniel did 

not go, but he no doubt would have heard about the severe opposition that Ezra was facing in rebuilding 

the temple. So we see his heart for the Israelites again and again. He also wanted to understand more 

about the prophecies and visions that he had already received from God, and he wanted God to reveal 

some further truths about the future of Israel. 

So that's where Daniel's head and heart is right now, and we see God answering his prayer with another 

vision. 

 

Daniel 10:4-6 NKJV — 4 Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the 

great river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, 

whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz! 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of 

lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of 

his words like the voice of a multitude. 

Who is this guy?! 



 

We don't know for sure, the Bible doesn't say. Some say Jesus, some say Gabriel, some say just an 

unnamed messenger of God. But the description of this being is eerily similar to the description of the 

glorified Christ in John's vision in Revelation 1. 

Revelation 1:13-15 NKJV — and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 

with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head and hair were 

white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if 

refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 

Either way, this was an overwhelming presence. We're going to jump ahead, but the next few verses say 

that Daniel's companions, though they didn't see this vision, were still terrified, so they ran away. And 

Daniel fell weak, trembling, face to the ground, and unable to speak. 

But this messenger touched him and restored his strength, and touched his lips and restored his speech. 

 

So then the messenger explains his coming to Daniel, and also the opposition he faced along the way. 

Daniel 10:12-14 NKJV — 12 Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 

your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have 

come because of your words. 13 “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; 

and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the 

kings of Persia. 14 “Now I have come to make you understand what will happen to your people in the 

latter days, for the vision refers to many days yet to come.” 

(Verse 13 is why some people don't believe this man was Jesus even though it is the same description of 

Jesus in Revelation 1, because Jesus would not need help from Michael to toil with this prince of Persia.) 

But an angel was dispatched in verse 12 “because of Daniel's words”... Daniel prayed and partially fasted 

for 3 weeks, and this angel was held up for 21 days. So we shouldn't gloss over the fact that God 

responded to Daniel's prayer at the very moment he made his request known. But there are angelic 

forces, good and evil, and spiritual warfare all around us that may delay things or discourage us, but 

ultimately, God's will will be revealed in His timing. 

And he says that this battle isn't over yet, he has to give Daniel this message, and then go back to toil 

with the evil spirit in Persia. 

Daniel 10:20-21 NKJV — Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? And now I must return to 

fight with the prince of Persia; and when I have gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come. “But I 

will tell you what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. (No one upholds me against these, except Michael 

your prince. 

 

Man, I want so badly to dig deeper into this idea of the angels in a constant state of spiritual warfare, 

battling for our good and our protection in order to accomplish the will of God… but time will not allow it 

this morning, and besides, that would spoil our topic for next quarter.  

Quick plug and sneak peek into next quarter. We will be talking about angels. What they are, what 

they've done, what they're doing, their role in our world, etc… Some pretty cool stuff that we're pretty 

excited about. And also, while we're on the topic of next quarter, Pastor Sean Teis will be joining the 

smattering of teachers that we have for Foundations SS class, so there's another reason to be excited 

about it. 

 

Moving on… we make it to chapter 11 where this messenger reveals this prophecy to Daniel. This 

chapter contains some of the most specifically fulfilled prophecies of the Bible, predicting history over the 

almost 400 years of the intertestamental period, and to the end, with amazing accuracy. The chapter is 



 

so specific, that many critics have insisted that it is history, written after the fact. They claim it's too 

accurate and that no one could have explained it in this much detail before it actually happened. But God 

exists outside of time, space, and matter, and only He can know the end from the beginning. Much like 

how Jesus fulfilled more than 300 prophecies, and He fulfilled them literally and completely. So we have 

no reason to believe that He will fulfill the remaining prophecies any differently. 

 

Daniel 11:2 NKJV — 2 “And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more kings will arise in Persia, and 

the fourth shall be far richer than them all; by his strength, through his riches, he shall stir up all against 

the realm of Greece. 

The three kings that would arise after Cyrus would be Cambyses II (529-522), Pseudo-Smirdis (522-

521), and Darius I Hystapes (521-486). The fourth king who was more rich and mighty was Xerxes (496-

465), who was the Ahasuerus of Ezra 1. 

 

Daniel 11:3-4 NKJV — 3 “Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion, and do 

according to his will. 4 “And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken up and divided toward the 

four winds of heaven, but not among his posterity nor according to his dominion with which he ruled; for 

his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for others besides these. 

This mighty king refers to Alexander the Great, who did just that, ruled with great dominion and did 

according to his will. 

He died in 323 BC, and his empire was divided among his generals (not among his posterity) who 

claimed parts for themselves. Ptolemy took an area to the south of Israel that included Egypt. Seleucis 

took control of an area to the north of Israel that included Syria. Daniel 11 covers hundreds of years, so 

the kings of the north and south are referenced not as single individuals, but rather the rulers of the 

Ptolemaic dynasty (Egypt) and the Seleucid dynasty (Syria). These two dynasties were hostile toward 

each other, and Israel was literally caught in the middle. 

 

Daniel 11:5-6 NKJV — “Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well as one of his princes; 

and he shall gain power over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be a great dominion. “And at 

the end of some years they shall join forces, for the daughter of the king of the South shall go to the king 

of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of her authority, and neither he nor 

his authority shall stand; but she shall be given up, with those who brought her, and with him who begot 

her, and with him who strengthened her in those times. 

Fulfillment: At first, the Seleucid king in Syria had been a student of Ptolemy in Egypt, but he actually 

became more powerful. So, the king of the South figured if he could hookup his daughter, Berenice with 

the Seleucid king, it would make things better. So they did that, a child was born, Ptolemy died suddenly, 

and Berenice and her child were murdered by Seleucid's previous wife in 246 BC. Instead of sealing an 

alliance, this started a war. 

 

Daniel 11:7-10 NKJV — “But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with 

an army, enter the fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and prevail. “And he shall also 

carry their gods captive to Egypt, with their princes and their precious articles of silver and gold; and he 

shall continue more years than the king of the North. “Also the king of the North shall come to the 

kingdom of the king of the South, but shall return to his own land. “However his sons shall stir up strife, 

and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one shall certainly come and overwhelm and pass 

through; then he shall return to his fortress and stir up strife. 



 

Fulfillment: Berenice’s brother, the king in Egypt, successfully invaded the North in 245—241 BC. Later, 

the Syrian kingdom tried to retaliate—and even attempted to invade Egypt. 

 

Daniel 11:11-13 NKJV — “And the king of the South shall be moved with rage, and go out and fight with 

him, with the king of the North, who shall muster a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into 

the hand of his enemy. “When he has taken away the multitude, his heart will be lifted up; and he will 

cast down tens of thousands, but he will not prevail. “For the king of the North will return and muster a 

multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come at the end of some years with a great army 

and much equipment. 

Fulfillment: Syria was defeated by Egypt in 217 BC; the Greek-Egyptian king of the South slaughtered 

about 20 percent of the Syrian force, but Syria invaded again with a bigger force and won. 

 

Daniel 11:14-16 NKJV — “Now in those times many shall rise up against the king of the South. Also, 

violent men of your people shall exalt themselves in fulfillment of the vision, but they shall fall. “So the 

king of the North shall come and build a siege mound, and take a fortified city; and the forces of the 

South shall not withstand him. Even his choice troops shall have no strength to resist. “But he who 

comes against him shall do according to his own will, and no one shall stand against him. He shall stand 

in the Glorious Land with destruction in his power. 

Fulfillment: Israel was initially under the more tolerant rule of the Ptolemaic kings of the South. But with 

the Syrian victory, Israel was under the control of the Seleucid king of the North in 200 BC. Some in 

Israelites thought they were being oppressed by the Ptolemies, supported the Seleucids against the 

Ptolemies. Israel was divided and people took different sides. Jerusalem, the “fortified city,” had Egyptian 

(southern) troops stationed there, and they were defeated by the king of the North. 

 

Daniel 11:17-19 NKJV — “He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and 

upright ones with him; thus shall he do. And he shall give him the daughter of women to destroy it; but 

she shall not stand with him, or be for him. “After this he shall turn his face to the coastlands, and shall 

take many. But a ruler shall bring the reproach against them to an end; and with the reproach removed, 

he shall turn back on him. “Then he shall turn his face toward the fortress of his own land; but he shall 

stumble and fall, and not be found. 

Fulfillment: In another attempt at a marriage alliance, the daughter of the Seleucid king (of the North) 

married the Ptolemaic king (of the South) in 193 BC. But the original plan was for the daughter to actually 

be an agent of her father. However, after marriage, she sided with her husband instead. Failed scheme, 

so the Seleucid king of the North attacked a bunch of Greek islands and part of Asia Minor. He had been 

warned by the Romans to stay out of Greece, but he ignored the warning and the Romans defeated him 

at Thermopylae in 191 BC. He was humiliated and had to start paying tribute to Rome. 

 

Daniel 11:20 NKJV — “There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom; 

but within a few days he shall be destroyed, but not in anger or in battle. 

Fulfillment: The Seleucid successor did whatever he could to get money to keep Rome at bay. He tried to 

loot the temple in Jerusalem to get tribute money, but failed.  This king had a short and inconsequential 

reign. 

 

This brings us to Antiochus IV Ephiphanes, one of the most notorious and brutal kings of the North. 

 



 

Daniel 11:21-24 NKJV — “And in his place shall arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor 

of royalty; but he shall come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue. “With the force of a flood 

they shall be swept away from before him and be broken, and also the prince of the covenant. “And after 

the league is made with him he shall act deceitfully, for he shall come up and become strong with a small 

number of people. “He shall enter peaceably, even into the richest places of the province; and he shall 

do what his fathers have not done, nor his forefathers: he shall disperse among them the plunder, spoil, 

and riches; and he shall devise his plans against the strongholds, but only for a time. 

Fulfillment: Antiochus Epiphanes was not a legitimate heir to the throne but took the throne by force in 

187 BC. He seemed to have a special vendetta against Jerusalem. He was behind the murder of the 

high priest. He was a thug and a madman. Although he took the name Epiphanes (“God manifest”), 

some, behind his back, called him “Epimanes” (“madman”). 

 

Daniel 11:25-28 NKJV — “He shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the South with a 

great army. And the king of the South shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but 

he shall not stand, for they shall devise plans against him. “Yes, those who eat of the portion of his 

delicacies shall destroy him; his army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain. “Both these 

kings’ hearts shall be bent on evil, and they shall speak lies at the same table; but it shall not prosper, for 

the end will still be at the appointed time. “While returning to his land with great riches, his heart shall be 

moved against the holy covenant; so he shall do damage and return to his own land. 

Fulfillment: Antiochus invaded Egypt in 169 BC. The king of Egypt was young and inexperienced, relying 

on advisors who did not serve him well, and he was defeated. In negotiations, neither king was 

honorable. Antiochus, on his way home, looted the temple in Jerusalem and stationed a garrison there. 

He also defiled the temple by placing an image of the Greek god Zeus there and even sacrificing a pig on 

it. 

 

Daniel 11:29-30 NKJV — “At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the south; but it shall not 

be like the former or the latter. “For ships from Cyprus shall come against him; therefore he shall be 

grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant, and do damage. So he shall return and show 

regard for those who forsake the holy covenant. 

Fulfillment: After returning home, Antiochus decided to invade the South again. He was met by the 

Romans, who told him to “cease and desist.” So he went home humiliated. 

 

Daniel 11:31-32 NKJV — “And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary 

fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation. 

“Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their 

God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. 

Fulfillment: In his second attempt to loot the temple, Antiochus tried to buy off Jewish officials, and he 

stopped the daily sacrifices, but this time he was met by Jewish resistance. The Maccabean Revolt 

ensued in 167 BC. 

 

Daniel 11:33-35 NKJV — “And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many 

days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering. “Now when they fall, they shall be 

aided with a little help; but many shall join with them by intrigue. “And some of those of understanding 

shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for 

the appointed time. 



 

Fulfillment: The revolt met with mixed success and mixed support among the Jews. In his attack on 

Jerusalem Antiochus IV is said to have killed 80,000 Jews, taken 40,000 more as prisoners, and sold 

another 40,000 as slaves. He also plundered the temple, robbing it of approximately $1 billion by modern 

calculations. 

 

All of these events were prophecy for Daniel and history for us to this point. And God shows His timing 

and His power through this message to Daniel. But the prophecy shifts at this point to the end times and 

what that will look like. 

 

Next week: 

David Imler will be wrapping things up for this quarter with the remainder of this prophecy that has yet to 

be fulfilled. So brush up on your eschatology and we'll see you next week!  


