
 

Adult Bible Study Guide 

Daniel Chapter 11:36 – 12:13 
A Remarkable Prophecy Part 2 

 

KEY POINTS 

• The rise of Antichrist (Daniel 11:36-39) 

• The tribulation (Daniel 12:1) 

• War and invasions (Daniel 11:40-43) 

• The battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:44-45a) 

• The return of Christ to defeat Antichrist (Daniel 11:45b) 

• The resurrection of the dead (Daniel 12:2) 

• The glorious kingdom (Daniel 12:3) 

 

• The first 3/4 of chapter 11 that we covered last week is now prophetic history. 

o We previously explained the back and forth battles between the North and South (in relation to Israel) 

▪ Israel was at the center of all this conflict 

SHOW MAP 

• The Lord revealed to Daniel through visions to prophesy in great detail of what was to come 

• We have numerous examples shown in this book so far of how accurate Daniel’s prophesy’s were 

o As Tyler mentioned last week as well, these prophecies were so accurate and detailed, that critics can 

only say they were written afterward, solely based on how accurate they are. 

o We have the privilege of being able to look back in history and see exactly what Daniel prophesied came 

true…exactly how and when the LORD told him it would 

• From this (and the fact that it’s God’s written Word) … we know that Daniel’s prophesies for the “70th” week will 

occur exactly as written here in Daniel too. 

o We can also have full confidence in what John writes in Revelation as well because we saw numerous 

examples of how the book of Daniel correlates with Revelation…and how Revelation adds more details 

to Daniel’s prophecies. 

DANIEL 11:36-45 

• We are continuing now at the end of chapter 11 where Tyler left off and where Daniel’s prophecy switches to a 

time that has yet to come. 

o The prophecy shifts from Antiochus Epiphanes to the man who he foreshadowed…the Antichrist 

 

[Dan 11:35-36] (35) "Some of those who have insight will fall, in order to refine, purge and make them pure until the end 

time; because [it is] still [to come] at the appointed time.  (36) "Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and 

magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the 

indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done. 

• This “then” points to the future time yet to come 

 

THE RISE OF ANTICHRIST 

[Dan 11:36-39] (36) "Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will 

speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is 

decreed will be done. (37) "He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he 

show regard for any [other] god; for he will magnify himself above [them] all. (38) "But instead he will honor a god of 

fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor [him] with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures. (39) 

"He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with [the help of] a foreign god; he will give great honor to those 

who acknowledge [him] and will cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price. 



 
 

• From chapter 7, we know the Antichrist will rise out of 10 nation European confederacy 

o Remember the 4th “dreadful” beast with 10 horns…then the other little horn emerges after them and 

subdues 3 of those 10. 

o So, the Antichrist isn’t going to just appear and take leadership over the world 

▪ It will be a gradual progression into power 

o This man starts as a man of peace and is liked by everyone 

▪ He signs a treaty with Israel and brings peace 

▪ Then breaks that treaty after 3.5 years and sets himself up as god 

 

[Dan 11:37] "He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for 

any [other] god; for he will magnify himself above [them] all. 

• Couple things to look at here in vs. 37 

1) “shows no regard for the desire of women” 

a. Some say this to mean that the Antichrist will be homosexual 

b. However, there’s another possible meaning here 

o In Hebrew this phrase is regarded by the Rabbi’s as the expectation of the Messiah to come by the seed 

of a woman. 

[Gen 3:15] And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 

on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel." 

o The desire of Jewish women, was that the Messiah would be born of their seed. 

o Also, Haggai 2:7  

[Hag 2:7 NKJV] 'and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with 

glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 

o It’s mostly agreed upon that the “Desire of All Nations: here is referring to the Messiah 

• So, it seems plausible here, that the Antichrist will not be homosexual 

o The Antichrist will just oppose the Messiah 

 

2) “He will magnify himself above all gods” 

a. Vs. 36 says he declares himself as god 

b. Also Rev. 13 and 2 Thessalonians 2 goes into detail of this mindset of the Antichrist as well 

 

[Dan 11:38] "But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor [him] with 

gold, silver, costly stones and treasures. 

• “a god whom his fathers did not know” 

o Some believe this to simply mean the Antichrist will be an atheist and reject all other religions 

▪ The fact that the phrase “God of our fathers” or “Lord God of our fathers” refers to the God of 

Israel, backs this interpretation up (Deut. 26, 1 Chron 12, 2 Chron. 20, Ezra 7, Acts 3, 5, 22) 

o However, another plausible interpretation of this is that this means the Antichrist will be Jewish 

1) The Jews would probably be more likely to sign a pact with one of their own 

2) The Jews of this time would not be familiar with any other gods but the One True God like the 

Gentiles would have been.  The Gentiles served many different gods 

3) [John 5:43] "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his 

own name, you will receive him. 

▪ This is Jesus speaking to Israel…saying they won’t receive the true Messiah, but another 

(Greek: allos) they will receive. 

▪ If anyone remembers from our Holy Spirit study, there are two Greek words that translate to 

the English word “another.” 

o Heteros – another of different sort (ex: Man and Woman) 



 
o Allos – another of the same sort 

▪ So…Jesus could be eluding that it’s another Jewish man they will receive 

   

THE TRIBULATION (12:1) 

• The event that triggers the beginning of these last 7 years is the signing of the covenant between the 10 nation 

European confederacy and Israel (Dan 9:27). 

o We talked about this event in Chapter 7 (Daniel 7:7-28) 

 

[Dan 12:1] "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands [guard] over the sons of your people, will arise. And 

there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your 

people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 

 

• Now, here in chapter 12:1…we’re at the middle part of this tribulation period when the Antichrist breaks his 

covenant he made with Israel. 

o The Antichrist seizes the temple, and sets himself up as a world dictator and god 

o This is the “abomination of desolation” that Daniel wrote in 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11. 

o Jesus referred to this in Matt 24:15 and Mark 13:14 

 

• Daniel mentions how this time will be a “time of distress such as never occurred…” 

o Jesus mentions it in Matthew 24 and Mark 13 as well. 

 

[Mat 24:15-28] (15) "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel 

the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), (16) then those who are in Judea must flee to the 

mountains. (17) "Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house. (18) 

"Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. (19) "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 

are nursing babies in those days! (20) "But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. (21) "For then 

there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. (22) 

"Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 

short. (23) "Then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ,' or 'There [He is,]' do not believe [him.] (24) "For false 

Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 

(25) "Behold, I have told you in advance. (26) "So if they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go out, [or,] 

'Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe [them.] (27) "For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 

even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. (28) "Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

 

o We see mentioned numerous times how this will be a time of distressed that has never occurred before 

▪ Just think about that for a second… 

o We’re talking more distress than the flood or than the holocaust 

o But, we know that those of Israel that come to know Jesus as the true Messiah during this tribulation 

period will be preserved (Matt 24:22). 

 

• I do want to mention briefly about the belief between “Pre-tribulation” and “Post Tribulation”. 

o Some believe the Church will be raptured before the tribulation period (Pre-Trib) 

o Some believe the Church will be raptured after the tribulation period (Post-Trib) 

▪ We’re not going to dive head long into that debate 

▪ But, GBC (and myself) holds true to the belief of a pre-tribulation rapture 

o Just thinking about the few things we’re gone through in this Daniel study to back that up… 

1) This portion of Daniel and the end times prophecy was written for Israel 

a. Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 was written in Aramaic (the Gentile language).  This is the time of Gentiles 

b. Chapters 1,2,8,9,10,11,12 written in Hebrew.  This is how it impacts Israel. 



 
c. We can’t be reading this as if it’s written in regard to the Church 

d. The Church wasn’t mentioned in any of the OT.  Paul eludes to this in Ephesians 3 (the mystery) as 

well as Romans 11:25. 

[Eph 3:3-6] (3) that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. (4) By referring to 

this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, (5) which in other generations was not 

made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; (6) [to be 

specific,] that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel, 

e. Also, in Romans 11:25, Paul not only mentions the mystery (Church) again, but also suggests that 

once the Gentiles (Church) is complete and removed 

i. Then God will shift back to saving his elect – Israel 

[Rom 11:25] For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery--so that you will not be wise in your own 

estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 

f. Lastly…then we’ll move on. 

i. From 2 Thessalonians 2, we could potentially look at this that the Antichrist will not come 

onto the scene until the Church is gone. 

[2Th 2:1-8] (1) Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask 

you, (2) not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the 

day of Christ had come. (3) Let no one deceive you by any means; for [that Day will not come] unless the falling away 

comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, (4) who opposes and exalts himself above all that is 

called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (5) Do you 

not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? (6) And now you know what is restraining, that he 

may be revealed in his own time. (7) For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains [will 

do so] until He is taken out of the way. (8) And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with 

the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.  

 

Who do you think the “He” is who now restrains? 

The Holy Spirit 

Who does the Holy Spirit Dwell in? 

The Church 

 

• So could this be saying the Antichrist cannot come until the Holy Spirit leaves and stops restraining him from 

taking power? 

o If that’s the case, then the Church would be raptured before the Antichrist is revealed as such 

 

WAR AND INVASION (11:40-43) 

• We’re not going to spend a lot of time here…but this section talks of likely the abomination of desolation (Dan 

9:23 and Matt 24:15) 

o This is when the Antichrist moves into Israel and sets up his image in the Jewish temple and declares 

himself god and ruler of the world 

• But, rulers of the North and South oppose Antichrist and battle against him. 

o But the Antichrist prevails and obtains great power and wealth 

 

ARMAGEDDON (11:44-45) 

• The battle of Armageddon is mentioned here in vs. 44 and 45. 

o Essentially by the end of the last 3.5 years of the tribulation period, there will be growing dissent and 

opposition to the Antichrist 

o This leads to nations of the East and North to battle against him 



 
o The Antichrist sets up his army between the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea (and/or Sea of Galilee) 

and the holy mountain of Jerusalem 

o But, no one is able to help him 

o Then the return of Christ brings him to his end (Rev 19:20) 

o More detail of this battle is found in Rev. 9:13-21; 16:12-16; Joel 3:1-2, 12-14; Zech 14:1-3 

 

RETURN OF CHRIST (11:45b) 

• As these armies position to attack the Antichrist in Israel… 

o Jesus returns with His armies and defeats them all 

[Mat 24:29-30] (29) "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON 

WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (30) 

"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will 

see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 

o Then he takes Satan, Antichrist, and the false prophet captive and casts them into the lake of fire (Rev. 

19:11-21; Zech 12:1-9; 14:1-3) 

o The Antichrist comes to his end 

[Dan 11:45] "He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will 

come to his end, and no one will help him. 

 

• Daniel doesn’t mention it, but in Zechariah 12:10 thru 13:1, he prophesies that Israel will recognize the Messiah, 

repent of their sins, and trust Him, and the nation will be cleansed. 

o Then Jesus establishes his millennial kingdom 

 

o Could this be why Satan continues to relentlessly attach Israel? 

▪ So that they won’t recognize Jesus as the true Messiah? 

o Israel is always being oppressed by other nations and battled from all sides 

o What are we seeing happen with Israel today? 

▪ Just recently with Hamas…and we see so many people taking the side of Hamas 

o Now, just recently we have this battle with Iran. 

▪ And we’re already seeing people against this and defending Iran for bombing hospitals and 

residential areas. 

• You would have thought that after Jesus conquered death, Satan would have just gave up 

o But, something interesting we see in Hosea 5:15 is that a prerequisite for Jesus to return and establish 

his Kingdom, is for Israel to acknowledge their guilt. 

[Hos 5:15] I will go away [and] return to My place Until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; In their affliction 

they will earnestly seek Me. 

o So, is Satan still trying to overcome God’s plan by keeping Israel from seeking Him? 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (12:2) 

Warren Wiersbe: 

When Jesus Christ returns in the air to call His church, the dead in Christ will be raised first, and then the living believers 

will be caught up with them to be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18). When Jesus returns to earth at the end of the 

tribulation, He will bring His people with Him to share in the victory and the glory.  At that time, the Old Testament saints 

and the tribulation martyrs will be raised to enter into the kingdom.  However, those who died without faith in Christ will 

not be raised until after the Kingdom Age, and they will be judged (Rev. 20:4-6, 11-15).  As Daniel states it, some will 

awake to enjoy the glorious life with God, and some will awake (a thousand years later) to enter into shame and 

everlasting contempt --- and everlasting judgment.  Hell is called “the second death” (Rev. 20:14).  If you have been born 

only once, you can die twice; but if you have been born twice --- born again through faith in Christ --- you can die only 

once. 



 
 

 

THE TIME OF THE END (12:3-13) 

• A few last key things to look at very quickly as we end the book of Daniel 

 

[Dan 12:4] "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and 

forth, and knowledge will increase." 

• This didn’t mean to hide his book 

o During this time period, official transactions were ratified with two documents… 

▪ One that was sealed and kept in a safe place 

▪ One that was kept available (Jer. 32:1-12) 

o God saw the book of Daniel as the “deed” that guaranteed his promise to Israel 

 

[Dan 12:11-13] (11) "From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, 

[there will be] 1,290 days. (12) "How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days! (13) "But as for you, 

go [your way] to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise [again] for your allotted portion at the end of the age." 

• If we remember from Chapter 9…Jake crunched all the numbers 

o 360 days in a year (during this time period) 

▪ 360x3.5 = 1260 days 

▪ 1290 days – 1260 days = 30 days 

▪ Then we see 1335 days – 1290 days = 45 days 

▪ So, 30 days + 45 days = 75 days 

o We don’t really know what these extra 75 days after the tribulation are for.  

▪ It’s not made clear in Scripture. 

o But, by how Daniel writes, this time will be used to bless God’s people 

o Some say that this could be the time of regathering of His people from the nations of the world, their 

purging, and their preparation to enter the promised kingdom. 

 

[Deu 29:29] "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, 

that we may observe all the words of this law. 

 

 


